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MiINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehal! London SW1A 2HB
Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000 (Switchboara)

Your reference

o]

Mr M

Hudson
14 Starls Close

S Our reference
Canterbury ol ot
Kent  GT1 1XE DDt/

Dear Mr Eudson
Thank you for your recent letter about aerial activit
8 December. Your letter addressed to Heathrow Ailrpor
also been passed to this Departi:

- e -~ . - —
HeTt 10X YepDly.

A

I em afraid, however, that the Depariment could
3 £

R eey,
© Ji5 v
= G

Pl

ustify the expenditure in ferms of time and which
would be required to trace whether there had been auny
aircraft or weather balloons in a2 particular area st -
specific time,

The enclosed leaflet may be of interest.
Yours faithfully
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 {Direct Dialiing)
01-218 8000  (Switchboard)

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJI(1S

UFO reports are received in the Ministry of Defence from varicus scurces, such as
members of the public, the police and Service units and the sole sim of the
Department is to establish any possible defence implications. The Department
does not undertake to pursue its research, other than for defence implications,
to a point where vositive correlation with a known object ig established, nor to
advise observers of th; probable identity of the object seene.

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed for the study of
UFOg per seo Reports are referred to the eppropriate staff within the Deperiment
directly responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the
reports as part of their normal staff duties Suck staff have access to all
information available at the Ministry of Dafence and can call on the full
-scientific and professional resources of the Department.

Since the Ministry of Defence interest in UFOs is limited to the defence aspect a
study of the scieatific significance of UFOs has not been carried out, although
the Depsrtment is of course aware of work that has been done elsevhere,
particularly with reference to the studies of the University of Celorade, who
main findings were endorsed by a panel of the US National Aca deny of bCleHC.wu
They concluded that:

ac ebout 9C% of all UFO reports proved to be quite plaurloTy related ©
ordlnary phencmena.

i

be little, if anything, had come from the study of UFOs during 21 yesrs
that added to scientific knowledge. : :

Ce further extensive study of UFO sightings was not justified in the
expectation that science would be advanced thereby.

de  no evidence had come to light that UTD 51gamlnws wight represent
a defence hazard.

Ly

The ¥inistry of Defenmce would not disegree vith any of these findings.
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people who have written to the Departiment and also to delete any references tc
classified subjects. The Ministry of Defence has not the resources to underteke
this ediving at present and there is no guarantee that it will be undertaken in
the future. The files nust therefore remain ¢losed under the rules laid down
by the Public Records Acts which at present preclude disclosure until 30 years
hove elaopsed since the last action taken on them. The earliest UFO records
held are dated 1962.

Simple explanations are found for the great majority of UFO reports, the most
common single source of sightings being aircraft or the lights of eircraft seen
under vnusual meteorological conditions. Other common sources have proved to
be astronomical sightings, space satellites or space junk, balloons, unusual
cloud formations or eircraft condensation trails.

Investigations over a number ofuyears have so far produced no evidence that UFOs
reprecent a threat to the air defences of this country.

.
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D.S. Form 2.

N \ MINISTRY OF DEFENCE,
p/?v /k/e ) Main Building,

L
3 ttcha
/f“» 2 Whitchall,

jLo);}on SWIA 2HB.
/8' ....... o ’m‘uy 19....& o
DS & &
(r ) i

The attached letter is forwarded for your attention as
it appears to be a matter for your department.
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o [rr) (25
118 r398 LI

Catalogue Reference:DEFE/24/1913



(EA AP

With Compliments

Con ﬂww? V(’(wg Uanlep

INFORMATION AND PUBLICITY

CAA House, 45—59 Kingsway, London WC2B 6TE [/ e
(main entrance Kemble Street)
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MIiMISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall Londen SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

Your reference

Mrs J Pillinger
27 Otley Drive Our reference
Gants Hill D
W7
Essex

,qujJanuary.1980

Dear Mrs Pillinger

Thank you for your letter dated 12th January about
Unidentified Flying objects.

I regret to say that the Ministry of Defence has not the
staff to undertake any correspondence on this subject or
to make available statistics or other records of UFO
sightings reported to the Department.

The enclosed leaflet may however be of interest.
Yours faithfully

7 7 % \\
/C:///"'}Z;:‘;T’ pils i, )
S / =

MISS G J JAMIESON
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000  (Switchboard)

Your reference

Mr J G Stainer
2% Rock Bank Our reference

Harpur Hill : 6
Buxton gz358/75/2/1

Derbyshire SK17 OJF

' January 1980

Dear Mr Stainer

Thank you for your recent letter about unidentified flying objects. There is,
however, little which can be added to my earlier correspondence.

As you know, there is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed solely
for the purpose of dealing with the subject of UFOs and we have not the staff
resources that would enable us to release any reports for public scrutiny. You will
no doubt appreciate that were we to accede to an individual request, many others
would inevitably follow.

You are aware that UFO reports are referred to the appropriate staff directly
responuthe for the air defence of the United Kingdom. Such staff have access to all
information available to the Ministry of Defence; they can call on the full scientific
and professional resources of the Department and, if necessary, may call on the expert
advice of other Government bodies. I am afraid I cannot comment further on their
investigations.

There is no 'F4' section in the Air Force Department. This should presumably read
'Sk', which was the former title of this branch.

Finally, the Department does not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life could
exist in outer space. However, the UFO reports that have reached the Department to
date contain no evidence to support this hypothesis.

Yours faithfully

MISS G J JAMIESON
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

1iss Jayne Bush,

20, Fairfield Crescent, Your reference
Ll lntwét “dJOI‘ 4 Our reference
South 1mnorbu
DE 8
South Wales, R6 ONT 34 38/ 15/8/2/16

January, 1980.

Dear lMiss Bush,
Thank you for your letter dated 6th January,

about unidentified flying oogect& which has
" peen forwarded to the appropriate staff.

YTou may be interested in the enclosed
leaflet.

’

Yours faithfully,

%

(HISS G J JAMIESON)
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000  (Switchboard)

Your reference
Mrs L M Anderson

56 Faversham Road Ourreferenc_e
Seasalter D/Ds8/75/2/1G
Nr Whitstable Date

Kent CT5 LAX ;((zL January 1980

Dear Mrs Anderson —

Thank you for your letter of 18 December about unidentified flying objects.

The sole aim of the Ministry of Defence with regard to UFO reports is to establish
any possible defence implications. The Department does not undertake to pursue its
research, other than for defence implications, to a point where positive correlation
with a known object is established, nor to advise observers of the probable identity
of the ohgject seen.

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed for the study of UFOs
per se. Reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department

directly responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the
reports as part of their normal staff duties. Such staff have access to all
information available at the Ministry of Defence and can call on the full scientific
and professional resources of the Department. Since the Ministry of Defence interest
in UFOs is limited to the defence aspect a study of the scientific significance of
UFOs has not been carried out.

Simple explanations are found for the great majority of UFO reports, the most common
single source of sightings being aircraft or the lights of aircraft seen under
unusual meteorological conditions. Other common sources have proved to be
astronomical sightings, space satellites or space junk, balloons, unusual cloud
formations or aircraft condensation trails.

The Department does not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life could cxist
in outer space. However, the UFO reports that have reached the Department to date
contain no evidence to support this hypothesis.

Investigations over a number of years have so far produced no evidence that UFOs
represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours faithfully

” ‘ﬁ
(é;;2§;275‘?bi’$'lﬁk_—-’
7

- ‘//

MISS G J JAMIESON

-
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000  (Switchboard)

Your reference

Mr P F A Mercer %

Flat 14 Belgrave Court \ Our reference

De La Warr Parade D/DS8/75/2/1G
Bexhill on Sea : Date

DusBex ¢/ January 1980

Dear Mr Mercer
Thank you for your letter of 24 December about unidentified flying objects.

The sole aim of the Ministry of Defence with regard to UFO reports is to establish
any possible defence implications. The Department does not undertake to pursue its
research, other than for defence implications, to a point where positive correlation -
with a known object is established, nor to advise observers of the probable identity
of the object seen.

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed for the study of UFOs
per se. Reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department
directly responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the
reports as part of their normal staff duties. Such staff have access to all
information available at the Ministry of Defence and can call on the full scientific
and professional resources of the Department. Since the Ministry of Defence
interest in UFOs is limited to the defence aspect a study of the scientific
significance of UFOs has not been carried out.

Simple explanations are found for the great majority of UFO reports, the most
common single source of sightings being aircraft or the lights of aircraft seen
under unusual meteorological conditions. Other common sources have proved to be
astronomical sightings, space satellites or space junk, balloons, unusual cloud -
formations or aircraft condensation trails. :

The Department does not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life could exist
in outer space. However, the UFO reports that have reached the Department to date
contain no evidence to support this hypothesis.

- eean S :
Investigations over a number of years/so far produced no evidence that UFOs
represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours faithfully

//77%’ (2% 6?
L/ =

MISS G J JAMIESON
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

Your reference

i =S Seare Our reference

i2a Westbridge Road D/DS8/75/2/1G
Portswood Deto
Southampton SO2 THQ

G\ January 1980

- Dear Mr Sears

Your letter of 19 December addressed to the Prime Minister has been passed to this
Department since correspondence on the subject of unidentified flying objects comes
within the responsibility of the Air Force Department of the Ministry of Defence.

I should first like to say that the sole interest of the Ministry of Defence with
regard to UFO reports is to establish whether they have any bearing on the defence
of this country.

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed solely for the purpose
of studying UFOs and no staff are engaged on the subject on a full-time basis.
Reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department directly
responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine reports as part of
their normal duties. The department does not undertake to pursue its research,

other than for defence implications, to a point where positive correlation with a
known object is established, nor to advise observers of the probable identity of the
object seen.

With regard to the newspaper report concerning a weather balloon, this Department

was advised by Hertfordshire Constabulary that on 1 December 1979 the Police recovered
from Chorleywood, Rickmansworth, the remains of a weather balloon, the property of the
Meteorological office.

I should add that investigations over a number of years have so far produced no
evidence that UFOs represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours faithfully

7 e
D, / (/I’(/L/(L-> z o
/ (7 e

MISS G J JAMIESON
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Head o‘;‘,//D‘,‘/ ‘L)J}//‘;

/. The attached letter from 'Eﬂé-qws

2 to
the Prime Minister is forwarded for official
reply. It has been acknowledged by No 10.

2 The Prime Minister attaches importance

to letters addressed to her being answered
quickly, and No 10 have. asked that arrangements.
should be made to ensure that they are dealt
with expeditiously.

. | ga%);"'“)

S'!‘<@‘ i for (D T PIPER)
S APS/SECRETARY OF STATE
218 7899/6469
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10 DOWNING STREET,
WHITEHALL

PRIVATE SECRETARY

............... Maog. - .

We attach a letter which the Prime Minister has
received.

It refers to correspendenceSettoyoH-04......coevvve.e
Please arrange f i
it as they think fit.

Please arrange for your Department to send a full
reply as soon as possible. If you are not responsible

for this matter, please transfer the letter to the
appropriate Department and let us know. Not

writer.

Please co-ordinate any reply with the following
Sy
Depastrmremts;to whom copies have been sent

( ) We have not sent an acknowledgement.

() AWe have sent a plain acknowledgment.
We have sent an acknowledgment, saying
that the letter is receiving attention.

( ) A copy of the acknowledgment which we
have sent is attached.

Correspondence Section

Date:& .[ & %O
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I2a Westridge Road o0
Portswonds -
Southampton, 502 THQ /|

"~ Te}s 550050 E(’}‘{' ;

Wednesday I9th December IQ79

Dear Prime Ministers //’,: 4
Thaﬁk you for passing on my letter and cuttings on the grim

subject of asbestosis victims to the Min.of. Heal th and Social Secuiity ~their reply

received today explains the new powers on this problem adequately but ignores the

particular case I wrote about via the Guardian newspaper article.

May I now bring your attention to something else which has bothered me for quite some
time?
A matter for your Defence Minister I would think, and a recent example of which iss

On the morning of THURSDAY NOVEMBER 29th at about 3=25 am two policemen reported a

'hrilliantly lit® cigar shaped object hovering and moving about silently arouad the
Rickmansworth Hertfordshire area =after it had 'moved off' two other pplicemen saw a
similar object near Chorleywood and was last seen by them heading towards Oxhay,still
silent, Subsequent investigations produced the 'no aircraft' answer' from the West
Dragton air traffic control centre and a 'police spokesman' commnented that these

concerned 'saw something' and that they were 'genuine' types of policcmen.

Now, I too have seen such things in the past, to get nothing sensible or logical from
your various authorities, my dear Prime Minister -this latest example perturbs me sinc
an eventual 'suggestion' in one newspaper (source of 'answer! unknown) was that this
MAY have been a weather balloon, '

Now, all others things aside,may I ask how an apparehtly unexpected and unknown
' weather balloom' can be drifting around our night skies, logically, (since they are

at the mercy of air currents, presumably) with the subsequent dangers to aircraft =

there have been a number of tragic and unexplained light aircraft crashes lately, even

military included, and I feel that I might ask just what are our authorities up to

in this haphazard situations. e
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(2)
Alternatively =and I assune that YOU will be able to get some sort of answer from your
appropriate departmente could someone explain to my own personal satisfaction just what

these police officers saw that night?

I might add that I have two large scrapbooks of cuttings etc collected over the years
on similar incidents, =a recent and very similar situation took place over Exmouth
Devon when a brilliantly lit 'cigar' hovered and moved off near a gasworks watched by
a mother and her child whilst another person reported that his car engine failed to

work whilst a similar incident took place in the sagme districte

No one to date has been able to take up the challenge which this controversial subject
gives mankind = President Carter COULD have done, and, indeed, in his pre-election

Speeches, PROMISED he would 'open the files', but he has FAILED the world,

I am personally convinced that you, Prime Minister, have the stature, the courage, and
the desire to lead your people into a 'bettéer world' and one way would be, I feel sure,
for you to order your responsible Ministers, responsible to both YOU and your people

who voted you into power, to stop pussyfooting about, dont allow them to try and pull

the wool over our eyes =~if they arent capable of knowing when or where a 'weather balloonf

might be at any given time they ought NOT to be in their position as at pfeaent.

Time may be short, - as you know, seven months havee already gone since you were
elected= and whilst I personally feel that you are firmly and sometimes subtly guiding

us in the right directiom for this so-called 'better world' there are many who need g

swift sharp kick where it might do the most g00dsesesess

Note: Surely we, as a nation, are 'adult' enough to reason things out for ourselves

when we feel that the truth is NOT being given to us?

Specifically: Please get someone INTELLIGENT to explain the 'weather balloon' to my

own personal satisfaction. o8
[

Yours faithfully,, / Y A
ErneS'b. Ho So Sears.. / ,/7'
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R4, 7, West Drayton,

MOD UK AIR

01~ e — - 3 - ) « —~

Dete 10th,Dee, 7€ Tel W.D, L4077 Ext. 2153

Your ref Our ref

Subject ..........--erial Phenomenon Sighting ... o ey
15 Herewith repo-ts sent to this Qffice by the Hertford-

shire Constabulary 4. connection with U.7.0. sightings olb-

served over Rickmensworth 20th, November 1979
From .Flight Lieuten:nt H.T.N, ILing., R.A.TF. .
L d
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HERTFORD:S

COUNTY POLICE HEADQUARTERS.
STANBOROUGH ROAD,
WELWYN GARDEN CITY,

TELEPHONE : WELWYN GARDEN 31177
TELEX: 8951769

> N T
OUR REF : DEW/Org‘/HJ” ............ HERTFORDSHIRE.
ALB 6XF
YOUR REF I woesiscsces N
r »W 13th December, 1979

The Officer in Chargz,

Aeronautical Intelligence Service,
(Military),

R.A.F. West Drayton,

Middlesexe.

e e

Dear Sir,

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECT - RICKMANSWORTH -
29th November, 1979

1 forward herewith correspondence which is self-explanatory relative
to the sighting of an unidentified flying object at Rickmansworth
during the early hours of Thursday, 29th November, 1979 for your
information and any action deemed necessarye

The documents enclosed are as follows:—

Reports (two) by Inspector A.G. Anderson
Report by Constable D. Moon

Report by Constable M. Crampton

Report by Constable P. Moorcrecfi

Report by Constable D. Shepherd

Report by Woman Constable A. Brown.

& vours faithfully,

i /

£ i ks 3 | IGrens
74‘ ?/.-;J\‘,‘x A ,_,‘/._',_,il.\j 7
o i [1 ’f' e »,—'f

" L

-
-~

Chief Superintendeni
'R Division

Enc
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G30
HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

...........................................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

Sighting of Unidentified Object -~ Rickmansworth = 29.,11.79

Further to reports submitted on 30th, November JO79eEan
relation to the above subject,

At 9.30 a.m. on Saturday 1st, December 1979, a Mr, JACKSON
of The Schoolhouse, Heronsgate Road, Chorleywood, Rickmansworth,
found the remains of a weather balloon hanging from a tree in
him garden. ‘He informed police and the balloon was taken to
Rickmansworth Police Station. (Found Property No 529/79 refers).

. The weather balloon, although in & collapsed state, can

be described as having anumbrella type structure covered with

a thin gauze typec material., On one end the remains of a red balloon
-+ wWere attached. On the other end a small penlight type battery

and bulb was fitted, The whole object had been suspended in

the air by a small nylon:parachute. The complete assenbled

balloon would have been relatively small in size and no further

lights appear to have been fitted or attached to the structure,

The balloon is the property of The Meteorological Office,
M.E.T. 0483, Simpson Buildings, Weston Road, Bracknell, Berks,
wiho have been informed of it's whereabouts.,

All officers concerned in the sighting in the early hours
of Thursday 29th, November 1979 have been shown this collapsed
balloon structure and all are certain that this was not the
object they saw on the morning in guestion,

) AT S
(b angs

Inspector.

qod. Q&Rs«&@

<oz, \)\,\A,‘Q

(:)/l_ i o
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G30
HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

EROM: inspector A.G. ANDERSOI!, Rickmznsworth H.Q. Ref:
¥9e, o=l Suporintendont 10 Divs e DRl T e e g

Unidentified Flvine Ubject

On Vednesday 27+ Hovember 1 I was duty Insrettor
2 s s 5 )] 20!
covering "C" Division 10 p.m. to 6 a.m, '

At 3.25 a.m. on Thursday 29th, November 1979, I was on duty
in Uxbridge Road, Rickmansworth near +o +the Jurction arith
Springwell Lane. At this time I heard on the rersonal radio a
report from P.C. LOORCROFT to Rickmansworth Police Station
reporting the sizhiing of an unidentified object in the sky above ol
Rickmansworth. P.C. MNOCRCROFT conversed with other vehicles in |
the vicinity and es a result I alighted from my vehicle and. :
searchathe sky following the directions as given by the officer.

»+ . I saw nothing, other than %wo green lights and a red pulsating
light several thousand feet up moving from north to south across
the sky in the direction as indicategd by F.C. INOORCEOFT, 4

Although the sky was starlit and clear, I was unable to
istinguish this object, but there was nothing to suzpest to me
t was anything other than an aircraft. whether this was the
samé object as seen by the other officers I do not knov e

He o,

As a result of what the officers had seen, DP.C, 100K contactcd
Alr Traffic Control, Vest Drayton to ascertain the position regording .
air traffic in the area. Fe wus informed that there were no flights <
at this time and their radar gave no indication of any aircraft or
other zerial objects in the vieinity. The natter was reported

to Operations Foom.

At 5.30 a,m. the same éay P.C's MOORCROFT, CRAIZPTON, SHEPHERT:,
IAHOITY and W.P,C. BROVHE ali patrolling in the Rickrmansworth aren w
reported that they had observed an unidentified object in the siy : el
over the Berry Izane area of Rickmansworth, :

Their individual renorts are attocked and describe vhat they saw.

At this time both Sergeant ATHITS and rysell were on solo patro?
and saw nothing of this occurrence, other than three aircraft
displaying red and green naviszatioral lirhts hirh in the sky. A
rendezvous wvas arranged ‘with all officers who -e-ch Renoriedd. toam
what they hzd seen,

Throughout these two incidepts I ras on natrol in Iickmansweorth
and rade every ef{crt to observe what +he officers were describin -,

I saw nothing of an unusdul nature, neither did Serszeant IATHILS -ho
vas also on patrol throushout. :

Despite the negative report from /ir Traffic Control, lest
Drayton, from the time of 1he first sichting (3.25.2.m.) till
6 2.ne F sav nurerous eircraft passing over the area,

I camnot dishelieve the off'icers, ‘as - all are trustvorthy and
religble, but I feel sure that had some "foreigzn" object been prezent
in the sky I would also have seen it. lio sirilar reports vere regeived
from the public althourn at 5.20 a.m, +he ALﬂZ/z%Q#?ﬂ;QQdS carry

heavy trnfoic. . A L ; A
6.0.2. 12571 and Telex DT0 0710 - 29.14.79 &"/VW“/CM Lt

; Gt A HE e Sr'Se : I.:‘S)""t . =
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G30
HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY
FROM: H: Qo Retl:
To : etetetesssteressenstsessrratenstcsetts sesevesane enserasenen R evrcenve R T T D'v. Ret : ----------------------------------
edthl Tovempen i« oy 19.02
: .'
ST
Duty Peport-- U.¥.0. SBighting
On Viednesday 28th lovember 1979 I was on night duty at Rickmansworth
Police station, commencing at 11p.m.  liy duty for the night was Incident
car drivera. u‘*
" Lt avproximately 3.25 ae.nm. Thursday 29th liovember 1979 I was patrolling
KHeronsgate Fozd, Chorlevwood vhen, by personzl radio I heard Pc. [HOORCROFT
: report that he had sighted a strange objert in the sky over Chorleywood.tex
' I looked into the skv and I saw an objtct in the air. It eppeared to be
hovering. I watched it f'or approximately half a minute vhen it then started ‘
to move to the richt st a slow pace. I would describe it as an object with i

redand white lishts and I would estimate it's height from the ground as 400

feet. It was then obscurreé from my view by houses in Heronsgate Road. Durin-
the tch I counld see this abject I was stationary with the windows of the

car-open. There was no noise coming from the direction of +he 6bject. I reported

vhat I had seen by rzdio to Pc. L0OOI. ‘Heronszate Ioad was unlit and thesky

vizs free of clouds.

At 5.302.n. the szme morning I was patrollins with Pec. SHEFEERD ir i
ﬁerry L"nc, }¥311 End and.ahilst speakins arith Pe. :i00RCHORT and dipe, BEOLI i

Pc. TOORCEOFT pointed to the sky above Hickmansworth town centre. I looked i:
1 . - y o - - ‘. .
that direction and zcaw a sirmdlar object in the air. This iime it was closer

and in clearer detzil. It was cisar shaped with numerous lighis along the

LA CWRTS
underneath of the object. Llso there wvere vhat appeared to be two white,to the
fI‘OJ’It C.Hfi rear s /V;—"'_r’fj!? Ry Rnndow e orenTent lac Ule hesy noinoise < A 2 5o

from the direction of +the object. I could see¢ no vwings 1ike thoszs of an zircrad

Ve “then drove off Iakl"; our way towards the town ccntre. I contimiued to

-

watch the object as i+ slowlv made it's way in the direciion of Oxhey. I lo=

sizht of it because the sitreet 1izhts obscurred mv vietm. This sightinz wuas
also reported to Pc. 100N, Visibilitry was zs clear as it wasiearlier.
5 Please see sk:tich overlezal,

-

e A ey i
Y ‘,.f,.'_\\ A

X . liark CEAJPTON
| Pee 4551
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G30

HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

%% ;
g§>$?: 2\  FROMm: Constable 1487 MOORCROFT, Riclmansworth  H.Q. Ref:
'\’;“_( }I-:?{‘ ’))'S}) ............................................................................................................................................................
ey :
S ol Chief Superintendent C Division . .. . . . BiFHe e cia e e e
....... 20th.November............... 1979..

Unidentified Flying Object

At 0325 hours on Thursday 29th November 1979, I was on duty
assigned to Unit Beat vehicle 3, at Rickmansworth, incompany
With WPC 81 BROWN,

At this time I was on static observation at Long lane roundabout
Rickmansworth at the junction with the £,05T yoad, when my attention
was drewn to & large brilliant light in the sky to the north of my
position. I drew WPC BROWN'S attention to the light and we both
obaserved it.

‘It was stationary in the sky and of high intensity, at &
height I would estimate at about LOO/EOO feet. After about two minutes
the light moved off slowly towards tie south.

The sky was clear without cloud but I was unable to recognise
the outline of any crafte. : :

I reported the incident to PC HMUWN a% Rickmansworth by personal
radio, and the sighting was confirmed by PC'S CRAMPTON and MAHONEY,

Before disappearing the light appecred stationary for a short
time south of my locztione 3

At 05370 hours the same day I was again on static observation
inpompany with WPC BROWN PC'S CRAMPTCN and SHEPHERD in Berry lane , Mi11
End, Rickmensworth, when we all observed a large cigar shaped obfect
moving slowly from north to south across the skyline.

This object was epproximatley 3CO feet above the ground, it was
311luminated along its &€ntire lenght with a red light underneath and
two lights above, with no visgible wings or other attachments.

This object was in sight for approximatley 45 seconds.

The incident was again reported to PC MOON at Rickmenaworth

.

Rough sketch overlezaf.

..e.bpo/.'x:: & €

Con52?91L MOOKCROFE

8o
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HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY 0
H.Q. Ref: e s a4 ey A AR S e e e
DivRels i e el L e
............ 23th Inovember 1979

s ]
e
H

Duty Eenort - U.F.0. Sightinz

During the night of Vednesday 28th November 1979 and Thursdsy 29th
November 1979 I was on duty at Rickmansworth Police stotion. At 3.25 a.m.

I was in the radio room with Pc. 1.00% when by personal radio Pc. l:OORCROFT
b4 &

reported a larze bright light stationary in the sky over Ricknmansworth.
This was also confirmed by Pc. CRANPION and Pc. IAHOIEY. 4

At 5,30 a.ni. the same morning I was patrolling in the company of Pc. CRAITFTOI]
in Berry Lane, }ill ¥nd. We were talking with Pc. }NOORCEOFT and Wpc. BROVI
when Pe. lQODCLORT pointed towards the sky zbove Eickmansworth town centre
I lookid in the direction he was pointing and saw 2 longish cigar shaved

_object. It had a row of lights =long it's full length, two white lights above
and what app eared to be a red glowing lighi underncath.’ The object was
moving slovwly in the direction of Oxucv There was no noise to be heard, our
engines were switched off and the windows of the car were open. I then drove
off to follow the direction the object was tukinz. T fhen lost sight of it

as I drove along Berry Lane,l would estimate it's heisht as 300 feet.

- . 1> )

Because the object did nnt avvear to have any wings and the lack of any ini

of engine noise T would sayv it was not an aireraft, T .azm unzble to say tthat it

L E

was though. I informed Pc. LOON at Rickmanswvorth:Police station of ywhat T

- a P X S 3
had seen by persoral radio. All four officers prescnt witnessesthe object.

Visibility was excellent, a cloud free sky.

Sketch rleaf, ' SN \
Sketch ova e. “SS§S§>WD§¥L’;\\ i

. David Rohert SHETH ED
Police Conshe-hle GA2
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HERTFORDSHIRE CONSTABULARY

rrom: . Moman Tolice Constable BROVI, Rickmansworth.H.o. Ref:

T0: .......Q.hi.e.f.'...b‘.up..cfr.i...n.t.qn.d.azz,i;..Q...D.i..yﬁ..ai.o.n.q.......... cenid DIVaiREL

22th Hovember, = =~ . 19.79-

Unidentified Flying Object.

T S S S i St e @ e ey vt s e Moe e e S e e e S e s e

At 0325 hours on Thursday 29th HNovember 1979, I was on duty
assigned to Unit Beat Vehicle 3 at Rickmansworth, incompany
with FC 14E7 100RCROFT,

At this time I was on staticrobservation at Long Lane Roundzbout,
Rickransworth at the Junction with the ALOST road when P.C.
HOORCROFT drew my =ttention to a large sta ionary brizht light

in the sky over Riclmansworth.

I, could see nothing other than the light vhich wasn'+ very
high but I couldn't estimate the hieght, After about a
minute it started +to move southwards towards Harefield but
despite the clear nmight, I was unable to distinguish what i+
was. P.C. 22683 renorted the matter to Rickmansworth Police
; = MO AC L 2

Station by personil radio.

At 5.30 a.m. the szme day whilst in Berry Lane, 'ill End
Rickmansworth P.C, I"00RCROPT arain drev my attention to
a large illuminated object in the sky whidiwas very low
and which was moving very slovily towards the direction of Oxhey.

I vould describe +he object as cigar shaped with nurerous lights
along the side and on each end, *here was also a red; on the

bottom, I can't say if it was flashing., The object then disappearcd
- out of my view behind some trees. I am certain this was not an
aireraf't or a balloon, it hzd no wings and I could hear no

engine noise.

3

The ratter was azain reporcd to Rickiansworth Police Station.
Sketch plan overie: T.

.’QA'LJL.’, L(‘( Jiimd 2 l‘}n B SNk

..C..'..........OO

V//Constable.,

e nce:155
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G30

: Constable 452 D, 1001, Rickmansworth H.Q. Ref:
............................................................ gl Al SRR S e SR sl SO G
e el Beion. Blvmsis e

220th Noyemben 0 2 hivi 19.79.

Unidentified Flying Object Sishting

On Vienesday 28th November 1279, my tour.of duty was from 10pn o

6am as Station Duty Officer at Rickmansworth folics Station,

At 3425 am on Thursdzy 29th Nbvember, I was in the Enquiry Office
with Constable Shepherd, when I received a call cver the Personzl Radio
system from C. 33, Constable Moorcroft, who stated that he had 5ighted
an object in the sky which was hovering but meking no noise, and he
asked if any other vehicle was in a position to see the szme object.

-

C..L, Constable Crampton and C.34 Constsble lizhoney stzted that

they could see the same objects I told the units to keen the object

-in sight &nd I telervhoned the Duty Officer 2t the Aeronauticszl

Intelligence Service (¥ilitary) at RAF Vest Drayton, who stzted that
no aircraft were flying et that time in the morning, but they were
extremely interested. The pztrols then informed me that the object had 1

moved away tovards Harefield and they had lost sight of it.

At O530hrs the same day, I was agiin informed by redio that the
object had been sighted agein and was heading towards Rickmansworth
Police Station from the 3111 End direction. It then moved in the general

directioﬂ of Moor Park,

I contacted RLF Vest Drayton asmin and informed them of this second

e

P

sighting. They telephoned back a few minutes lzater and informed me that neiiher

their rader or the radar at Heathrow had showvm any aircraft on their

systems at either time the incidents had been reporied.

I did not see the object on either accesion, but formed the opinio:

the units had seen something that could not be exvplained.

Visibility at the time of both sightings w=s extremely good, which

was verified by the Air Traffic Controller at Heathrow Airvort,

-
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Buiiding Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 8000 (Switchboard)

Your reference

Our reference

D/DS8/75/2/16

; . : Date
th January,1980.

Dear Mr. Cleaver,

Thank you for your letter dated 13th
Decenber 1979 about unidentified flying objects.

I am afraid, however, that the Department
could not justify the expenditure in terms of
time and effort which would be required o trace
whether there had been any military aircraft
activity in a particular area at a specific
time,

I am sorry I cannot give you & more
helpful reply.

Yours faithfully,

// P

(MIsS G J JAMIESON)
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000  (Switchboard)

Your reference

Mr B Pedley

26 South Road Our reference
Ockerhill D/DS8/75/2/1G
Tipton Date

West Midlands J%(January 1980

Dear Mr Pedley

Your letter of 13th December addressed to the Prime Minister has been passed
to this Department since correspondence on the subject of unidentified flying
objects comes within the responsibility of the Air Force Department of the
Ministry of Defence. :

I should first like to say that the Ministry of Defence investigates reports
of UFOs solely to see if they have any bearing on the defence of this country.
There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed solely for the study
of UFOs and reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department
directly responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the
reports as part of their normal duties.

Although UFO reports may themselves be unclassified, these reports, in common
with all correspondence between the Department and members of the public are treated
as confidential and cannot be made available for public scrutiny without either
the reports being edited to preserve the anonymity and privacy of the people who
have written to us, or our obtaining the observers permission to release the
information. We have not the resources to undertake this task at present and there
is no guarantee that it will be undertaken in the future. UFO reports must there-
fore remain closed under the rules laid down by the Public Record Acts which at
present preclude disclosure until 30 years have elapsed since the last action taken
on the files. The earliest UFO reports we hold are dated 1962.

I should add that investigations over a number of years have so far produced
no evidence that UFOs represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours faithfully

> —
s < C/E/'7/L/L/Q’ “.
a Ceter

@

MISS G J JAMIESON
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Head ofggﬁé%('

/' The attached letter from ¢ PQA\‘@\‘K
z to

0

the Prime Minister is forwarded for official
reply. It has been acknowledged by No 10.

o

22 The Prime Minister attaches importance

to letters addressed to her being answered
quickly, and No 10 have. asked that arrangements.
sliould be made to ensure that they are dealt
with expeditiously.

2l 50 for (D T PIPER)
APS/SECRETARY OF STATE
218 7899 /6169~
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10 DOWNING STREET,
WHITEHALL

PRIVATE SECRETARY

.................. Mo

We attach a letter which the Prime Minister has
received.

It rewmmm ...............

Please arrange for your Department-to—deat-with
it as-they Think fit.

Please arrange for your Department to send a full
reply as soon as possible. If you are not responsible
for this matter, please transfer the letter to the
appropriate Department and let us know. Not

writer.

Please co-ordinate any reply with the following

Depastments, to whom copies have been sent

( ) We have not sent an acknowledgement.

() We have sent a plain acknowledgment.
We have sent an acknowledgment, saying
that the letter is receiving attention.

( ) A copy of the acknowledgment which we
have sent is attached.

Correspondence Section

Date: 'ﬂ l %
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CONTACT INTERNATIOAL.
/ : 36 South Road,
A5y BTy Ocker HilI,
i R /"" Tipton,
/ West Midlandse

./ Ryma/pl
THE RT HON. VAR K Pl
Margaret Phatcher MP

IO Dawning Street,

West Minster,,

London..

Dear Madam,

I am Midlands Co=ardinator for a UFOLOGY
Society called CONTACT INTERNATIONAL. I feel you may be able to help
e in my quest to open Ministry of Defence files on U.F.0. Sightings
and landingse If you read this letter you will probably think another
crank but I assure you I am note I understand that you and your party
wish to bring down public spending and I feel that could save time and
money hy trying ta get these files open to us we can guarantee that
nothing would be released to the general public if so desired but would it
not be better for our Great Country to lead the way as we have so many
times in the paste.. Or surely the rule of 30 year release on information
can be relaxed. I await your most welcome replys

Yuors Ver' Sincerly,

Mr Brian Pedley. g
Midlands Co=ordinatore

Mr:. B. PEDLEY,
36 South Road,
OCKERHILL,

TIPTON,
West Midlands.
021-556-7690
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HR :

Telephone 01-218 (Birect Dialling)
01-218 8000  (Switchboard)

, o Your refeicnce

Mr, L. Maisey,

285 Ho wa.‘rd Ro gd y - Our reference

Ashchurch Garden Lstate, = /DS8/75/2/10
X G

nr, Tewkesbury, A /15/2/1G

Glos. ,ﬁﬁ{Deccmber, 1979.

Dear lMr., Maisey,

Thank you for your letter dated 11lth Deccmber about unzdentified
flying objects.

I should first like to explain that the Minis stry of DefAnce
investigates reports of UF0s solely to see if they have any bearing
on the defence of this country. The Department does not undertalke
to pursue its research, other than for defence 1m)llcutlonu, uO a
point where positive correlation with a known obdoct is establisheqd,
nor to advise observe 228 of the probable identity of the obgecu seen,

There is no orzanisation in the Ministry of Defence anpointed fox
the study of UIOs per se. Reports are referred to the appropriate
staff within the Department dlrectly responsible for the alr defence
£ the United 11nﬂdmm who examine the reports as part of their normal
staff duties,. such "tc&f have access to all information available
at the Ministry of Defence and cazn call on the full scientific and
profes s1onul resources of the Dep: rtmept

I am afraid that the Department oculd not justily the expenditure
in terms of time und effort which would be required to trace whether
there haa been any aircrzft activity in a particular area at specifie
times. Hor have we tne staff resources to make available statistics
or other records of UFO sightings received in the Department. I anm
sorry I cannot help you further

I should edd that investigations cvu & number of years have so
far produced no evidence that UE S reprbsenu a threat to the ai
defences of this country.

Yours faithfully,

.,L/m.iu\

AL
—

R

inTaXabis
JAMIESOR “

C-{
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Home Tel No.Tewks:=- 294733 Mr.L.Maisey,
29,Howard Road,
Ashchurch Garden Est.,,
Nr,Tewkesbury,
Glos.

11,12.79

Dear Miss Jamieson, :

I am writing to you on behalf of an organ-
isation called (U,F.0.1.N) (Unidentified flying objects inv-
estigators network).,

I am currently involved in the investigation of rather

an unusual amount of recent sightings of mysterious lights
in the sky in and around my area. In particular Stroud/Forest
of Dean area,(Please find enclosed a list of UFO reports).
The most recent sightings being on the 4/12/79 at appnroximate-
ly 5.00p.m.onwards up until approximately 8.30pn.m.(continuous
observation by at least two different witnesses in the Stroud
area i.e. 5.05 until 8,30p.m.)

Although some of the manoeuvres described and the apnarent
lack of sound at first hand seem stranege,]l somehow feel that there
is some sort of logical explanation for these anomalies i.e.
ontical illusions,misjudgment of height and prevailing meteor-
ological conditions etc.

However I would be very grateful if you could confirm
whether or nor: -

a) A Military or Commercial source is responsible?
and

b) Have you received any other reports of "Unusual Aerial act-
ivity for the dates and times in questicn?

This information will be treated with the strictest of confid-
ence.
I would personally be very grateful for any help, information
or suggestions that the M.0.D.might be able to give me on the
understanding of how certain known nhenomenan may be mistaken
for U.F.0's.In narticular aircraft.Also any information you
might have on the tynes and uses of lights on aircraft in gen-
eral., ;

In anticipation of your early repnly I remain,

f'Yours Sincerely,
6(%9\*(1;D£tf3 .

L.Maisey.

< \ S il
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Reported U.F.0O. Sightings,

Dates Times Places

?Early August 12,15a.m Edge Nr.Stroud Gloucester.

23/8/79 12,26a.m Ebley,Nr.Stroud Gloucester ,

10/9/79 11.15p,m. Ruardean,Woodside Forest of
Dean Area,Glos,

11/9/79 11'30p.m. " " " " " " "

15/9/79 7.30p.m Stonehouse,Nr.Stroud,Glos,

20/9/79 9.30p.m Cinderford,Forest of Dean,
Glos.

22/9/79 7.00p.m Tuffley,Glos.

?Late Sept 7.00p,m., Cinderford,Forest of Dean,
Glos.

?Late Sept 8.20p.m. Lydbrook,Glos.,

4/12/79 5.05 to 8.30p.m. Amberley,Stroud,Glos.

4/12/79 5.05 to 5.30p.m Rodborough,Stroud,Glos,

4/12/79 8.30p.m. Longlevens,Glos.

4/12/79 5.30p.m, Alvington,Nr.Lydney,

Forest of Dean,Glos.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB
Telaphone 01218 {Cirect Diailing)

01-218 8000  (Switchboard)

Your reference
Mrs S L Proctor

8 Rotherwick Way Our reference
Cambridge D(DSB/?B/2/1G
CB1 URX Date

1€ December 1979

Dear Mrs Proctor

Thank you for your letter of 6th December which has been passed to this office by
RAF West Drayton.

I should first like to explain that the scle aim of the Department with regard to
UFO reports is to establish any possible defence implications. The Department does
not undertake to pursue its research, other than for defence implications, to a
point where positive correlation with a known object is established, nor to advise
observers of the probable identity of the object secen.

There is no orgsnisation in the Ministry of Defence appoinied for the study of UFOs
- per se. Reports are referred to the apprepriate staff within the Department directly
responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the reports as
part of their normal staff duties. Such staff have access to all information avail-
- able at the Ministry of Defence and can call on the full scientific and professional
resources of the Depa:ziment.

Investigations over a number of years have so far produced no evidence tkat UFOs
represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours sincerely

/ “’/?ﬂ"/ e ;’)
- // /»" - :

(MISS G J JAMIESON)

Hidden copy to:

AISM LATCC Mil

RAF West Draytun

(Ref. LATG Mil 103/2/Cps)
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MEMORANDUM MOD Form 4A

fo “nistry of Defence ( Alir ), Erom ATSM LATCC Mil., (é\\
p.S. 8. C., Royal Air Forece, HO
Room 82;3. Main Building., West Drayton,

Date, s th. December 1979 Tel D 10077 Ext. 2153

Your ref Our ref LATCC Mil 100/2/0ps

Subject Aerial Phenomena - Sighting 3rd. December

1. Herewith letter, diagram and newspaper cutting ( from the
Cambridge Evening News dated Thursday 6th, December ) in connect-
ion with an aerial phenomena sighting on the 3rd, December,

2. TIn accordance with the directive issued to this Offiece no
action has been taken in connection with the request in the final

paragraph of Mrs, Proctor's letter,

From Flight Lieutenant H.T.N. Ling. R.A.F,
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8, ROTHERWICK WAY,
CAMBRIDGE. CB1 4RX.

6th December, 1979.

London Air Traffic Control Centre,
(Military),

R.A.F. West Drayton,

Middlesex.

AtEn. AL TR (M)

Dear Sirs,

Further to our telephone conversation of Tuesday, 4th
December, 1979, when I reported an incident in the sky sighted
from my house, I am sure you will be as fascinated as myself
and indeed my husband, to read the enclosed report from the
'Cambridge News' which has appeared this evening.

You will recall from information already given to you
that we witnessed a bright unusual light which was stationary
for several minutes and which was seen through binoculars by
my husband. He saw a 'banana' shaped object with three lights-
a single red lisht beaming from one end and a dark green and
white;yellow light beaming from the other end together. Ve
made a sketch of this,as we said, and you will observe that it
is identical to that shown in the newspaper which was seen on
a different night!

The same evening as we reported the incident to you, my
daughter Linda(aged 15%) and myself saw from the same window
at 5.10 p.m.,a light which appeared to come towards us at speed,
bank,and then 'explode' into two lights and travel away in
different directions, disappearing almost immediately., I was
reluctant to telephone you again but you will read from the
report that thishas been witnessed also, in fact, Mr.M.Bradford
has confirmed to us this evening that hesaw the exact thing
from his address in Harston three miles away.

We have also contacted Mr. Jeremy Hooper mentioned in the
article and he has given us the address of the British U.F.O0.
Society to whom we are writing.

In view of this collaborating informatignye would be
pleased to hear from you further.

Sincerely,

C. & ®.L. PROCTOR,

Dec. Cl’?j og‘tﬁrakﬂ?gﬂ e ‘ (g et
‘@ULP l/u;w CO nA S g1 o T, |
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Kesidents break.

The night
UFOs hel
a Cambs
village
spellbound

" A Cambridgeshire village broke its silence yes-
terday to tell of the night it was shocked by a
swarm of unidentified flying objects.

For around three hours villagers at Harston

and others at neigh-
bouring Hauxton and
Foxton, watched a
“firework display” of
lights dodging around
the sky. >

But for some the enter-
tainment turned to fear,
when a massive UFO
hovered low past some
homes and a village pub,
where the regulars called in
the police,

Baffled villagers, includ-
ix}g many UFO sceptics, told
of’

Brilliant -flashing
stationary and moving con-
figurations of  coloured
lights

@ Massive shapes coast-
ing silently across the sky
with illu ted “windows".

People who hid away
indoors rather than face
the spectacle and others
who drove off the road to
avoid being under UFO
ﬂl%l:lt paths. %

ly yesterday -— almost
a week after the incident
on November 29 — did the
villagers talked and then,
only after the events were
first described to the “News"”
by a passing motorist.

White light

Villagers sketched
described what they had
seen, often witnessed by
other members of their
families, but some would
not be named for fear of
ridicule.

The
divide
groups:

@ A trian,
of three rei
split apart. :

? A balH of brilliant
white light which suddenly
appears, drifts' and then
vanishes. :

@® A red light which ap-
pears to pulse and dashes
rapidly about the sky.

A boomerang sha&e
with various coloured lights,
and, according to one ac-
count, with a white search-
light-type beam.

@ A massive object with
white lights and illumina-
ted ' windows described as
looking like a “milwa'
coach” and an. “airship wi
windows”.

During that eveni lab-
oratory technician Mr David
Flood, of Westly Lodge
Farm Cottages, Six-Mile-Bot-
tom, was driving across the
Shepreth railway crossing
when his girlfriend spotted
what “appeared to be a
rather large low-flying air-
craft.”

The couple stopped for a
drink at the Old English
Gentleman at .Harston to
find the majority of the pub
standlnf outside,

IF

sightings  broadly
into five main

lar formation

Mr Flood said: “What we
saw can only describe
as being like a large rail-
way carriage with two lines
of brilliant lights visible

By Paul Markillie

and’

lights which -

However, it had no wing
lights or flashing tail lights.
As its port side was visi-
ble to us, a red light would
have been visible if it was
an aircraft. No wings were
visible.” 7

The pub’s landlord, Mr
Michael Bradford said the
first lights had appeared in
the sky early in the evening
and had been commented
on and watched by about
15 customers.

He added: “By about 9 pm
most of us were outside

with our drinks watching -

them. It was rather like a
firework display.

Glow

“Then something with the
shape of an airship, dead
silent, with a white light
at each end and a yellowy
glow from what appeared
to be a row of windows
came across from the back
of the pub towards Cam-
bridge.

. “It was eerie, as if float-
ing along. Suddenly the
whole thing wasn’'t funny
anymore. I thought I ought
to do something and so
went and telephoned the
police, but g}' the time an
officer arrived it had gone.”

Mr Bradford said along
with other ‘customers he
had geen unusual ‘lights in
the sky over the Christmas
period last year and a num-

ber recently before Ilast

week’s incident.

He added: “I know what
I saw, and there were
plenty of others who saw it
as well. They were not air-
craft, and it is not a hoax,
but I could not explain to
anyone what it was.”

Mr Ken Mansfield also
said he witnessed something
along with his family at
their home on the London
Road at Harston.

He described an orange
glaw towards Cambridge
followed by a red flash
which dulled to show a sec-
ond orange light, above and
to the left of the first, both
of which faded away into
the distance.

Mr Mansfield said: “I am
a sceptic about UFO's, but
I do not think those could
have possibly been an air-

craft. I just do not know

what it was, but it would
be good to find out.”

Difficult

Solicitors’ managing clerk,
Mr Jeremy Hooper, also ob-
served the odd lights with
his family and followed one
set with binoculars from the
back bedroom window of
his home in Hawthorn Way,

which looks out

{!auxton,
- towards the Gogs.

He describes various con-
figurations of lights and a
“w or boomerang
shape” moving slowly above
rooftops. :

Chtalogtie ReterenceiDERRR4JIGI3 00 do foi

was some kind of aircraft.

dubious about saying any-

silence to tell of their close encounter

“News” artist Peter Froste’s impression of the

thing to people about it
for fear of ridicule.

“It was strange not to
hear any form of aircraft
engine noise and it was
extremely difficult to gauge
its size, It was amazing and
I cannot explain it.” 7

Other witnesses in the
area described dramatic ac-
counts of similar lights and
shapes. A housewife re-
called backing away and
shielding her eyes from the
glare of the “coach-type”
object as it passed close to
her home.

She said: “It was so un-
real I find it hard to believe
1 saw it. I do not believe in
UFO’s, but it was so quiet
it was not an aircraft. There
‘was no noise.” =

But she refused to be
named, along with a young
man who drove out of the
way to avoid the flight path
of a similar object. He said:
“l know what I saw, and
that’s good enough for me.
I could not stand the stick

A spokesman for Cam-
bridge police said: “A police
officer arrived at the pub
about a quarter of an hour
after we received the call.
He could not see anything
and went to a hill at New-
ton to keep observation,
but again saw nothing.

Unexplained

“There was no local fly-
ing that night and as far
as we are concerned it is

unexplained and weé cannot

take the matter further.”
Dr David Dewhirst, the
staff astronomer at the In-
stitute of Astronomy, Mad-
ingley Road, Cambridge,
said there had, in recent
months, been a number of
reports of unusual lights

in the sky in the southern

part of Cambridgeshire, al-
though nothing  like those
made at Harston.

He added: “I have taken
them as serious reports of
what people have seen, but
cannot throw any light on
what they might be. It is
extremely difficult if you
have not seen these things
yourself.”

The British UFQ Research
Association, which has been
contacted i)y Mr Bradford,
is to send an investigator,

"‘ﬁ/(,mabv’) (,(rl/t'70(. :

\) CAMBRIDGE EVENING NEWS, Thursday, December 6, 1979 17

scene at Harston on the

night of the UFOs.

Mr Bradford with sketches of two UFOs he saw flying over the village.

g Image Reference:161 34267925
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FEW CHORAL groups
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o Away
“Gilent Night.” The precise

1l gentle

The Vienna Boys’ Choir
at Great St Mary’s Church,
Cambridge. Reviewed by
JOHN ALEXANDER

o

course, ~would fill _ the
University Church to ‘over-
flowing, tackle a programme
of considerable complexity
and leave their audience
begging for more.

it was the Oliver Twist
situation in reverse. The
boys from Vienna, all
smiles and sunshine despite

. a demanding® tour of the

United Kingdom, provided
the feast. It was the
audience that wanted its
plate filled, again an d
again. :

The “seconds” turned out
to be well-rehearsed carols
but what a nice gesture to
serve them in English and
. choose such favourites as
.in a Manger” and

-phrasing, which can sound
abrupt to the less disciplined

4+ English ~ear;~wasattractive;

coming from young Austrian
voices.
. After a quiet start, they

‘f“uburst_into_life with Verdi's

“In Praise of the Virgin

- Mary,” immediately lowered

" the temperature’ with a
“Ave: Maria”
Many changes of mood

{|“svere to come and as the

choir moved fr om the
religious to  the secular,

" nothing pleased the audience

more than Schubert’s “The
Nightingale.” 5

S

¢ G IR AN

CUMS started off this sea-
son with a most enjoyable
orchestral concert, so it was
with eager anticipation that
a capacity audience filled
King's chapel — surely an
ideal locale — for the soc-
iety’s first choral concert of
the academic year: Mon-

teverdi’s marvellous Vespers
of 1610.

There was much to ad-
mire, but I found certain
features of it rather a dis-
a%pointmem, too. The huge
chorus produced some
memorably eloquent singing
in the soft music, and a
rich depth of sound in the
great chordal passages.
There was also a gentle and
never overdone rhythmic
lilt to the flowing dance-like
metres, clear, crisp diction
and a generally good choral
balance.

However, the  rhythmic
articulation in the more
florid passages Wwas some-
times rather flaccid, and the
tone not always well-focus-
sed, so perhaps it is taking
the choir a bit longer than

usual to settle down, Or was-

it perhaps that the music,
tgchxﬁcalfy so _ deceptively
simple for a choir of the
society’s high level of musi-
cal intelligence, was taken
a bit for granted?

e s R o g i

High's ana k’)WS

s

f 1610 Vespers

R e
pers of '1610; King’
Reviewed by JAMES DAY.

From Wwhere I was sitting,
certainly! there wag a rather
matter-of-fact air about
much of the singing, so that
the drama and colour that
one hag come to expect of
Mr Philip Ledger’s approach
to baroque music was to
some” extent lacking.

There was some spirited
pointing of the dance-rhy-
thms, particularly from the
large string section, and
some mellifluous solo work.
Against- that, however, the

brasg section foungd it diffi- |-

cult to cope not only with
Mr Ledger's stylishly brisk
tempo in the ‘Sonata sopra
Sancta Maria,” but also with
the intonation of rather too
many other passages.

The seven vocal soloists
were well-matched "and the
«carefully-judged timing of
the echo-effects in highly
impressive _sterfeo between
Mr Martyn Hill and Mr Peter
Hall, Simor Gay's firn§
round counter-tenor tone,
and the captivating duet-
smguig of Rosemary Hardy
an eborah Rees all con-
tributed to an evening
which, for al] its technical
shortcomings, made a pro-
mising start to the season.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE : D
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 {Direct Dialfing)
01-218 9000  (Switchboard)

Your reference

Mr C R Pendred
100 Shefford Road Our reference

Neppershall D/DS8/75/75/2/1G
Shefford Dat>
Bedfordshire SG17 526 (§ December 1979

Dear Mr Pendred

Thank you for your letter dated 6 December about the sighting of Unidentified Flying
Objects. .

I should first like to explain that the sole aim of the Ministry of Defence with
regard to UFO reports received in the Department is to establish any possible
defence implications. The Department does not undertake to pursue its research,
other than for defence implications, to a point where positive correlation with a
known object is established, nor to advise observers of the probable identity of
the object seen.

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed solely for the pur-
pose of studying UFOs and no staff are engaged on the subject on a full-time basis.
Reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department directly respon-
sible for the air defence of the United Kingdomy who examine the reports as part

of their normal staff duties. Such staff have access te all information available
-at the Ministry of Defence and can call ou the full scientific and professional
resources of the Department.

Since the Ministry of Defence interest in UFOs is limited io the defence aspect a
study of the scientific significance of UFOs has not been carried outy although the
Department is of course aware of work that has been done elsewhere, particularly with
reference to the studies of the University of Colorado, whose main findings were
endorsed by a panel of the US National Academy of Sciences. They concluded that:

a. about 90% of all UFO reports proved to be quite plausibly related to
ordinary phenomena; '

b. little, if anything, had come from the study of UFOs during 21 years that
added to scientific knowledge; :

Ce further extensive study of UFO sightings was not justified in the
expectation that science would be advanced thereby;

d. no evidence had come to light that UFO sightings might represent a defence
hazard.

The Ministry or Defence would not disagree with. any of these findings.
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The Department does not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life could exist
in outer space. However, the UFO reports that have reached the Department to date
- contain no evidence to support this hypothesis.

We recognise that there are many strange things to be seen in the sky, but there are
perfectly natural explanations for them - fireballs, re-entry of Satellite debris,
ball-lightning, "sun-dogs', meteorological balloons, mirages and many others. There
is no reason to advance the hypothesis of alien space craft to explain the phenomena.
Simple explanations account for the great majority of UFO reports, the most common
single source of sightings being aircraft or the lights of sircraft seen under unusual
meteorological conditions. Other common sources are astronomical sightings, space
satellites or space junk, balloons, unusual cloud formations or aircraft condensation
trails.

I should add that investigations over a number of years have so far produced no
evidence that UFOs represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours faithfully

MISS G J JAMIESON
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Daily Mail, Friday, November 30, 1979

By STEWARYT PAYNE
THERE are a lot of them
about. The world — or
rather the sky — appears
to be full of UFOs.

The latest cigar-shaped
mystery object was spotted
by four police officers—three
men and a woman — and
chased across Hertfordshire
by three patrol cars.

It vanished, of course, just
like all the others.

Nevertheless the British
UFO Society are tickled
pink—or should it be green?
—to have such reliable types
as witnesses.

'T:us 18- trs:a::’endm{s{y
exciting ne: socie L i
membef Ker‘:ﬂl'%ogers. wmr{ who gpotted it hovering over
has been a big upsurge in Rickmansworth at 3.25 a.m.
sightings recently. For too on Thursday brilliantly lit

for suspicious
behaviour over the green belt

returned he had gone.

On the same day in Madrid
hundreds of people watched
a UFO0 hovering in the sky.

And earlier this month an
experienced - airline . pilot

sightings In Britain In the
past two months,

Only last week a Scots-
‘man reportéd coming across
a spacecraft. As he watched
a robot-like creature got out

They are very genume types.
Two- days ago a young
Frenchman thought he saw
something.  And he dis-
appeared in what French
police call ‘mysterious cir=

towards Oxhey with no
visitle means of support,
wings, rotors or anything
like that.

Hertfordshire police con-
tacted the air traffic control

The Hertfordshire UFO
wag described by the police

leng we have been branded and moving silentiy at about
as cranks.

‘it's about time we took a
serious look at the. people
f other worlds who are

- worth,

500 feet.

After it tired of Rickmans-
it turned up above
chorloywood, and was

fogged by police there, too.

centre at West Drayion, who
reported nho aircraft in the
area.

A police spokesman said :
‘We are convinced that the

cumstances.’
He was loading. a van In

Paris with a couple of friends -

when they saw a luminous
cloud. The friends ran off to

made an emergency landing

at Valencia after claiming

that his Caravelle was being
followed by two UFOs.
According to Ken Rogers,

and tapped him on the
shoulder. o

At ‘this point the Scois-
man had fainted. When he
came '{e, the robot had van-

feoking at wus with such L ] 4

interest.’ 5 Last seen it was heading ofiicers did see something. get a camera and when they there have been dozens. of Ished. . OF course,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

b T s
NS De Pond,

b1, Tudor Garde ns, Your reference
Shoeburyness
Hssex, Our referance
D/D88/75/2/16
Date

13th December, 1979

Dear Mrs, Pond,

you for your le

E
about 2l activity on 29th Novenber 979

I am afraid that the Depertment could not
JUSTiTy the expenditure in terms of time ang
effort which would be reqnired t0 trace whether
Bl o A AT A L =
there hed been eny military aircraft activity
il a partvicular ares at g specific time,

0rry I cannot be more L«lnsnT, The

w
o =
enclosed leaflet nay however be of interest,
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB

Telephone 01-218 (Direct Dialling)
01-218 8000 = (Switchboard)

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS

UFO reports are received in the Ministry of Defence from various sources, such as
members of the public, the police and Service units and the sole aim of the
Department is to establish any possible defence implications. The Department
does not undertake to pursue its research, other than for defence implications,
to a point where positive correlation with a known object is established, nor to
advise observers of the probable identity of the object seen.

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed for the study of
UFOs per se. Reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department
directly responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the
reports as part of their normal staff duties. Such staff have access to all
information available at the Ministry of Defence and can call on the full
scientific and professional resources of the Department.

Since the Ministry of Defence interest in UFOs is limited to the defence aspect a
study of the scientific significance of UFOs has not been carried out, although
the Department is of course aware of work that has been done elsewhere,
particularly with reference to the studies of the University of Colorado, whose
main findings were endorsed by a panel of the US National Academy of Sciences.
They concluded that:

a. about 90% of all UFO reports proved to be quite plausibly related to
ordinary phenomena.

b. little, if anything, had come from the study of UFOs during 21 years
that added to scientific knowledge.

¢.  further extensive study of UFO sightings was not Justified in the
expectation that science would be advanced thereby.

de no evidence had come to light that UFO sightings might represent
a defence hazard.

The Ministry of Defence would not disagree with any of these findings.
The Department does not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life could exist
in outer space. However, the UFO reports that have reached the Department to

date contain no evidence to support this hypothes:s.

The records of past sightings are closed to the public because publication would
invelve a good deal of editorial work both to preserve the anonymity of the
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people who have written to the Department and also to delete any references to
classified subjects. The Ministry of Defence has not the resources to undertak
this editing at present and there is no guarantee that it will be undertaken in
the future. The files must therefore remain closed under the rules laid down
by the Public Records Acts which at present preclude disclosure until 30 years
have elapsed since the last action taken on them. The earliest UFO records
held are dated 1962.

Simple explanations are found for the great majority of UFO reports, the most
common single source of sightings being aircraft or the lights of aircraft seen
under unusual meteorological conditions. Other common sources have proved to
be astronomical sightings, space satellites or space junk, balloons, unusual
cloud formations or aircraft condensation trails.

Investigations over a number of years have so far produced no evidence that UFOs
represent a threat to the air defences of this country.
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51 Tudor Gardens,

Shoeburyness,
Essex. 3rd December 1975.

Dear Sirs,

I am writing to enquire as to whether you can tell me if
% there was any unusual ariel activity in the skies over my area on
T s Weliewday night last, between approximately 8.10 p.m. and 8.35 p.m.
as I saw some very odd things, and would like to know if there is
indeed a simple explanation i.e. excercises etc.,

I have enquired at our local Airport and they say that as
far aw they are aware, nothing untoward was happening, but that
several people had telephoned them to ask them the same thing.

I will not bore you wi$h the details, but if you could
throw any light upon this matter, it would put my mind at rest,
and also remove any doubts as I am rapidly becoming known as
the 'local nut' because of this business. Incidentally, I was
not alone, my sixteen year old son was with me.

Hoping you can help me in this matter.

Yours faithfully,

rY\ﬁS:E)CW@QWjE%UéQ :

DOREEN POND (MRS.)

* © .8 Thursoy 3.
o
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
Main Building Whitehall London SW1A 2HB
Telephone 01-218 {Direct Dialling) )

01-218 9000 (Switchboard)

Your reference

* Mr Richard Douglas

28 The Crescent : Our reference  D/DS8/75/2/1G
Clitheroe

Lancashire Date i% December 1979
BBY 2LP :

Dear Mr Douglas

Thank you for your letter dated 25 November about the sighting of Unidentified
Flying Objects.

I should first like to explain that UFO reports are received in the Ministry of
Defence from various sources, such as members of the public, the police and
Service units and the sole aim of the Department is to establish any possible
defence implications. The Department does not undertake to pursue its research,
other than for defence implications, to a point where positive correlation with
a known object is established, nor to advise observers of the probable identity
of the object seen. g

There is no organisation in the Ministry of Defence appointed solely for the
purpose of studying UFOs and no staff are engaged on the subject on a full-time
basis. Reports are referred to the appropriate staff within the Department
directly responsible for the air defence of the United Kingdom, who examine the
reports as part of their normal staff duties. Such staff have access to all
information available at the Ministry of Defence and can call on the full
scientific and professional resources of the Department.

Since the Ministry of Defence interest in UFOs is limited to the defence aspect
a study of the scientific significance of UFOs has not been carried out,
although the Department is of course aware of work that has been done elsewhere,
particularly with reference to the studies of the University of Colorado, whose
main findings were endorsed by a panel of the US National Academy of Sciences.
They concluded that: -

a. about 90% of all UFO reports proved to be quite plausibly related to
ordinary phenomena;

b. little, if anything, had come from the. study of UFOs during 21 years
that added to scientific knowledge;

C. further extensive study of UFO sightings was not justified in the
expectation that science would be advanced thereby;

d. no evidence had come to light that UFO sightings might represent a
defence hazard.

The Ministry of Defence would not disagree with any of these findings.
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The Department does not dismiss the possibility that intelligent life could
exist in outer space. However, the UFO reports that have reached the
Department to date contain no evidence to support this hypothesis.

We recognise that there are many strangeé things to be seen in the sky, but

" there are perfectly natural explarnations for them - fireballs, re-entry of
Satellite debris, ball-lightning, '"sun-dogs', meteorological balloons,
mirages and many others. There is no reason to advance the hypothesis of
alien space craft to explain the phenomena.

Simple explanations account for the great majority of UFO reports, the most
common single source of sightings being aircraft or the lights of aircraft
seen under unusual meteorological conditions. Other common sources are
astronomical sightings, space satellites or space junk, balloons, unusual
cloud formations or aircraft condensaticn trails.

The records of past sightings are closed to the public because publication
would involve'a good deal of editorial work both to preserve the anonymity of
the people who have written to the Department and also to delete any
references to classified subjects. The Ministry of Defence has not the
resources to undertake this editing at present and there is no guarantee that
it will be undertaken in the future. The files must therefore remain closed
under the rules laid down by the Public Records Acts which at present
preclude disclosure until 30 years have elapsed since the last action taken
on them. The earliest UFO records held are dated 1962-

Finally, investigations over a number of years have so far produced no
evidence that UFOs represent a threat to the air defences of this country.

Yours faithfully

-

(MISS G J JAMIESON)

i
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