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1)1558 
lnfoExp-AccessAD 
lld of AHB 

UNIDE~TIFIED FLYING OBJECTS -NE\\ CLASSES OF INFOR.\IA TION FOR THE 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME 

lkfcrcncc A:D/DAS/64/ 1 dated 16 April 2003 
B:DIDAS164i l dated 23 May 2003 
C:0 /01\ •o-t I dated 18 Augu I 2003 
D:DrDI BCR ' I0/813 datl-xl 20 August 2003 

I. Thank y1)U for your comment. late last year concl.!ming the release of infonnatio n on 
UFOs into the MOO Freedom of lnfonnation Publication Scheme(P ). Taking into account 
your c< mment and ~dvicc from Info-Records I rccarding frnurc arrangements with T he 
~ational Archive · rr 1A ), I propose that we 11()\\ pn)CCCd a. follows. 

2 In light of the fr,rthcoming access right under the freedom of ln fonnation Act. 
an exercise is already undcrway to consider whether lilcs held at T t\ which arc <luc for 
release between 2006-2009 could be released in January 2005 or soon afler. A final decisio n 
has yet to be made. but if this goes ahead i1 is likcl, that in the future. infonnation will be made 
a\'ailablc to 1hc puhlic immediately on transfer to T:--.:A instead of being held .in the a rchi, ;c 
until the "'O year point. I therefore propt)SC lhat to allow for a suftic ic11t period hc1,, ecn 
redacted infomrnlion appearing in thl.\ PS and the original material being fully open al TNA. 
the start date for inclusion in the PS should be revised 10 1985 instcud of 1980 as proposc<l in 
Rl'lcrence C. 

3. \ ith regard 10 th<.' new classc. of infomrntion I propose w stan with two classes for 
euch year from 1985 to date. The first would be titled ·LJFO Reports rccl.!i,ed by the MOD in 
1985' and wil l contain all of the FO reports received from members M'thc puhlic. m ilitary 
personnel. civil pilots, air tratfo.: wntrollers. policeman etc. As DI. tik~ arc cummtly 
unavailable due to th(· asbestos contamination in the OWOB basement ..area. we will im:ludc 
n:port , from DAS and D L'I•~ Air tiles only at th is · tngc. To rctlcct this the class ,, ill include a 
nolt.! !.uch a:: ·Thi · da!'IS does no t im:lude any UFO rep,1ns whi<:h may ha, c been rccl·ivcd by 
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I . Thank you for your commcrHs late last year cc)1\ci..:rning the release of information on 
FOs into the MOD r:reedom of lnfonnation Puhlkation cheme(PS). Taking into account 

your comments and advice from Info-Record I regarding future arrangements with The 
National Archi, c (T, A). I propu. c that we no\, r roc\.·c<l as follows. 

2 In light of 1hc forthcoming access rights under the Freedom of lnfonnation Act. 
an exercise is alrca<ly undcrway to com,idcr whether tiles hdd at T A which arc due for 
release between 2006-2009 could be released in January 2005 or · 0011 a lier. A final decision 
has yet to he made. hut if this gol.'i> ahead it is likel_ 1hat in the future. mfonnation will he mode 
a\·ailable to the puhlk immcdiatdy on transfer to T~ in ·tcad of being held in the archi\:C 
until the 30 year point. I therefore propose that to all<)\\ for a sufficient period het\, ccn 
redacted infonnat-ion appearing in th~ PS and the originnl material being fully open at TNA. 
the start date for inclusion in the PS should be revisl'd to 1985 instead of I 980 as proposed in 
Rctcrcncc C. 

3. With regard to the new cl~t-.scs of infonnation I propo c I\) ·tart with two classes for 
each year from 1985 h) date. TI1c first would be titled ·UFO Reports m.:ci, ed by the MOD in 
1985' and will contain all of the UFO reports received from mcmhcrs of the public, military 
personnel. civil pilots. ~,ir traflic controllers. policeman etc. As DIS fill's arc cun-ently 
unavailahlc due to the asbestos contamination in the OWOB basement art>a. we will indudc 
reports from DAS and D LX Air files 0111 at rhi:. srngc. fo reflect thi~ the class\\ ill indudc a 
not&: u..:h as: ·This d,L~. does not include any L FO r('pl>rt:- \ hich may ha\C· been r~cei, \.'d by 
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the Odt!nce lntclligcncc department of the MOD. These documt:nts arc currently inaccessible 
due to asbestos contamination in the archi c storagl' area. Thcsl' documl'nts may be added at a 
later date· . 

4. I hdicH· that it is importunt hl include all th1: reports rcgardks.-. 11f the source. because 
in our experience. the puhlic arc more intcrc tcd in crcclihlc witness rqlorts than they arc trom 
thnsc from members of the public and nny attempt to exclude these could lt."ad to accusations 
that we have omcthing to hide. Also. we have released such rcpo11s l>n rcquc t in the past. 
All pcn,nnal data "ill ~ rcdactc<l in accordance , ith the Data Protcdion Act 1998 ( DP A 9 ). 
DI BCR CG AD has raised l;onccms th~,t this title would mean that we would be committed to 
the release of milita!)' report. of possible incursions into the UK Air Policing Arca. f lm.,,evcr, 
D UK- 01 Air has continncd that such incidents an.' not classed as FO reports or reported in 
thL' same way. 

~- The second class of informatinn would be ritlcd · UFO corrcsponckncc recci cd from 
mcmhcr.- of the puhlic in 1985'. Thi · title has been changed ince Reference C to reflect the 
comments of DI BC'R C'G AD, ho folt that 'UFO correspondence received by MOD' was too 
hrnad a tem1 and could he interpreted to mean internal MOD correspondence. Although this 
would seem inconsistent with the naming of the class for UFO reports, I can not recall seeing 
material that could be da:- ed a · corrc pondencc frt,m credible witncssc..-s that was not rdatcd 
to a report. therefore all the released correspondence would be from members of the public. 
Again all personal data would he redacted in accordance with DPA 98. 

6. I would be grateful if you could let me know if you have any comments on this 
proposal by COP 7111 May 2004. I then intend to ask lnfoAccess-PM4 to seek the lnfom1ation 
Commissioner's aQrccment to the addition of these clas, cs into the PS. 

(Original Signed) 

Li nda 11\Vin 
DAS-Sed 
\.1Tbt73 86638MB 
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UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS - NEW CLASSES OF INFORMATION FOR THE 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PUBLICATION SCHEME 

1 . Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your proposal for new classes of 
information for the FOi Publication Scheme. 

2. I am most grateful that you have taken into account DIS's concerns in naming the 
classes, and we are content with your proposals, except for the proposed note. You 
suggested adding a note to the class explaining that it does not include any UFO reports 
which may have been received by the Defence Intelligence department of the MOD, that 
these documents are currently inaccessible due to asbestos contamination and may be 
added at a later date. This is unnecessary and misleading. 

3. First of all, the DIS is not a point of entry for these reports, As you know, the DIS only 
received copies of the reports sent by Sec{AS), and there are no reports in our files which 
DAS would not already have. Secondly, it would be misleading to imply that there were 
additional documents which could be added later when in fact. this would not be the case. I 
would therefore be grateful if the suggested note was not included. 

4 . I am grateful for the confirmation from D UK-SO1 Air that this would not commit us to 
the release of military reports of possible incursions into the UK Air Policing Area, as such 
incidents are not classed as UFO reports or reported in the same way. 

Teresa Andrews 
DI BCRCGAD 
WH307a 82128MB 


