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D.D. Intelligence -
17 Monck Street, S.W,1

Unidentified “"Aircraft"

Although there may possibly be some good explanstion for it, I
wish to report an unusuasl occurrence which I witnessed at 19,30 hours
last night Sunday, 10th December. I tabulate details below;-

(2) Place
Wildernesse Country Club, 1 miles N.E. of Sevenoaks, Kent.

(b) Object Seen
Bright light in sky moving in West - Bast direction which did
not alter in size or intensity of light during movement.
No flame or navigation lights were visible,

(e) Weather

Raining. Sky 10/10ths overcast, Cloud base estimated
3 = 4000 ft. Wind negligible,

(d) Height end Speed
Although weather conditions mede assessment difficult, I
estimate the object maintained a steady height of about 3000 ft.
at spproximately 130 = 150 m.p.h. It was visible for about

five minutes until it passed out of sight behind the Club
buildings.

2. The matter which really drew my attention to it was the complete
absence of sound, Two friends who were with me witnessed the entire
occurrence,

5. Although I am an Equipment Officer, I have done nearly 1400 hours
flying in 81 different types of aircraft and I held a pilot's "A" licence
before the war, therefore, I feel you may regard the assessments I have
made as reasonsbly sccurate. I would be interested to know if this
informetion is of any value and whether or not there is an explsnation

to the phenomena of straight - and - level flight, without sound.

aa/

//'Doouber, 1950 Group Cep
oc D.D.E.10
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AIRCRAFT OF ONE COUNTRY ISHING TO INFORM AIRCRAFT OF
fNOTHER
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COUNTRY IT IS OVER l-'hﬂhlblTi:.D AREA AND MUST LAND AT
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] f-explanatory. is fel hat you may like
o 1 ti s 1t 1 he I st 1 Ce.,. I am
f i 0! Captain Cartmel t t is inute
/)
1 e S ol ;h‘. L 1in
D.D. Ops. (4 D) .

Please see the attached papers,

Ze In view of the fact that the C. & R. system was not functioning
in the area at the time it will be quite impossible to find our whether
there were any aircraft in the vincity at the time,

3. Personally I am of the opinion that the Group Captain was
ovserving the moon behind 8/8th cloud, Over the week-end the wind, I
think, was generally in the east and this would give the impression that
the object was travelling west, Had it been travelling at the speed
given by the Group Captain I doubt whether he wouvld have been able to
see it for 5 minutes, In view of the fact that he saw it for this
length of time and the absence of noise substantiates my theory that he
saw the glare of the moon on the cloud,

(sgd) H. RUSSELL,

Ops. (4 D) 1. Wing Comuand er

20tk December , 1950,

Ops, (&D) 1. 3

-

The C. % R. System was non-operational in Southern Sector at
1930 hours on Sunday 10th December, 1950, I am therefore unable to
obtain any details of aircreft movements for the period stated,
Could you please throw any light on this phenomenon,

(sgd) S, H, BROWN
Ops. (A, D) J(a) Squadron Leader
19th December, 1950, f
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Mr. H.L, Beards (A.S.4.(0)) 6

1. Here are the papers about which I spoke to you over the phone,

2. 1 suppose reports of this sort if kept and added to other
reports of similar phenomena might one day be useful for anplysis,

5 1 can't think of anrthing else we could do with this one.

(Sgd.) Z=.A. DOUGLAS-JONZES
Group Captain
18t Januery, 1951. D. D.0ps. (4. D. )

é.

D.D,0o8,(A.D. )

l. It is impossible to suggest a watertight solutic- to this
phenomenon on the inforation given., It would be better if one could
discuss it with the observer but even then the chances of a satisfactory
solution ere small.

2. The moon theory is not very good because the passage of cloud
before the moon only gives the illusion of speed. The actual movenent
of the moon in 5 minutes iz about 1 degree and this could not make it
disappear behind the clubhouse no matter how fast it appeared to be
going. Furthermore the light is described as bright and estimated to
be below the cloud bese. Have you checked the moon's position on this
occasion?

5. If the locel A A. was practising one might suggest the pessibility
of a searchlight reflected from the base of the cloud. Thie could have
any speed you like and could diseppear behind the clubhodse. However I
would hesitate to believe that an experienced airman would be foxed by

either the moon or a searchlight.

e I don'® rule cut the possibility of quite an ordinary gfo with

the whife navigation light or even some special light fitted. The
c¢ircumsiance which cells up the air of mystery is merely the abzence

of sound and it is easy to visualise circumstances in which this would
occur. Sound, like light is deviated by refraction and the extent
depends on atmospheric density meteorologicel conditions and the like,

It is not unknown for sound and light to be so deviated on entry into the
earth's atmosphere that an observer can intercept the one and not the
other, Put simply the sound could have beeh bent upwards sufficiently

to have passed over his head, while the light was not bent so much.

2. 1 doubt whether any further action is necessary beyona saving these
pepers for future reference. “

(Sgd.) H.L. BEARDS

C A e R TEEerAHR/2OH.30 Gmmmmm s——— lage £
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nt observed K...F- .-" pcliffe by mnber
191053 loenl time. .._tuor airercoft observed
ding. ‘Yhite object was secn 5 miles astern
g ot conparntively slow specd on similar
colour mmd circuler, It mointeinedslow
descont. Swinging in pendular motion
Thought by obscrvers to be porechute or
iirerrs f‘t had turmﬂ towards Dishforth ond
ared to follew suit. Pendulous
'r),-g_-_ in rotory tiotion nbout its own
n incrcdiblc spccd in westerly direction
Cbscrvors strted thot its movements were
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8,4(b) (through 7.5, to 8, of 8,)

Copies to:~ P.85. t0 Ceiale
FPeBe t0o VeCoAd 8,
“--;u-o-;o%"Pﬂog
Ve f.'t.*pao Mkl e
DeDe OF S4(P)
.’i.u.‘i].(ﬁ)

I have enclosed in this file six copies of a kemorandum
which I suggest you should ser< to the Ministry of Defence, the
dar Office and the Admiralty on this Question. The two
remaining copies might be sent to kr, Gillings of W.C.A. and
r. J.Le. Simpson of the Foreign Office, whom I have consulted.
Mr, Simpson is an AssistanSclegal Adviser to the Foreign Office
and I spoke- to him direct by agreement with the Permanent
Under-Jecretary's Department of $he Foreign Office.

2e The general iine of the proposed answer, but not the exaot
wording, has been cleared with V.C.A.0. and A U.S.(A), after
full discussion of the dirfficulties {involy2d in the yuestion.

1 suggest that S, of I, may wish to see the iemorandum and

Je S

approve it before it ie forwarded.

346

g;; une, 1952
Bl hduns (M .H, O'GRADY)
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1. dr. Gnow is asking the arliimentary e.xréu:ry to the

inietry of lefence, what are the standing orders to defence servioee
stationed within strategic distance of ‘ompes Flow in the event of
redar-opereting vwaldentified alrorart being detected in the vicini
by ground-redsr and which all to ocbey wireless and visual eignals
to land for interrogation,
2 The purpose of thie | westion is cbocure. It appeare likely
that it 19 saked in the watext of the alleged Russian acticn
against the Swedish Jekota and Cataline aireraft recently, it av
be designed to show either that our own reacticns would be siallar
t0 those allieged sgainst the Russians or that our resctions would 1
much lees sensitive.
Je The dAifficulty in answering it thepsiore is to aveid paving U
path for propagands that there wes nothing unressonable in the
alleged Russian reactions without laying lH.d.G. opon to a charge ¢
being unprepared to take action sgeinst a repfiition of rearl
Haprbour.
be The uestion gunteins certain cbscurities, prinelipally:-

(8) #het is mesnt Ly “"strategic” 4dlstance of Jeapa Flow.

(b} what ig meant by "redar-operating”™ alrerafrt.

(¢) How we s hould know that the sireraft had falled to

obey wireless signsls when we should not know on what

frequenay to order 1t tc land.
¢ regards (b), 1t appears probable that by "radspr-ope:
now is thinking of some form of sirborne redar through
obeervation of our defences 2ight be aade.
De The facts, which of ccurse cannot be sade public,

follows: -
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(a) There is at t he monent no oarly warning redar which
soild detect an ajircrrt flying in the fanediate vieinity
of Ueapa Flow; the masts at Jango and lNetherbutton are
A the monent dawsged but will be repeired it ies hoped by
etober,
\b) here are no rfighters neqrer than Leuchars, 8o e
150 mdlen from scape ¥low. |
(¢) There 12 no ground controlled interce; t1-.-n_ radap
nearer than Direleton a the Firth of lerth. '
(d) There are no devices in the Urkneys to cntect.-an
alreralt using sirborne radar.
It ie therefore apparent that we should not know whether any
anidentified airereft flying near Scapa Ylow was operating airbory
redar, thet ve should be unable to detect the airoraft's presencs
oy our own ground redar (enyhow until Cotsber), that en aircrsft
eould robably make good ite esompe before fighters could
intercept, and that this intereeption could not be facilitated
by ground control. Jartheraore, even if all the necessary
redar and fighters were avaiisble, they would not be on wateh on

present policy, 24 hours & day, seven Adays a week,

6. the legal position is that country has complete and
exclusive authority over the air spece above its territorial
waters, ‘Bie 18 re-iterated in Articles 1 and 2 of the shicago
sonvention of 1944 By the Internaticnal Alr Jervices Transit
sgrecue at of 1944 signatory ecountries granted esch other the
right %o over-fly their territories on Scheduled services, in
other words by pre-arrengeament for eitior e single or a series
of flighte. fheoretically girerart over-fiying under this
Sgreevent wust revain in wirelese éontact mith the air trarrie
sontrol suthorities. Thie is not slweys practicable because
very fast alreraft aay have passed over the territory of a

countyy by tie time they have ghanged to the sporopriate redioc
f'requenay.
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T In the ofent of aireraft infringing international law, the
néraal procde would be for protests to Le made through diplommtic
ehannels. 'The United iingdom Alr Defence kWsnual lays down that
oAV, airart will only open fire in the event of & hostile sct
being codlitted. The term “"hostile act” ie carefully defined
and doer nOot include over-Iiying withous ..;nair-ris n, even ir
operatilg sirvorne radar. - o TL - |
B ¥ 18 clear that the sbove informestion cannot be revealed
eithef generslly or in any detai. because o the risk either o.t

an eleny taking sdvantage or it to attempt a knockout blow without
woariing sgmx or of political pressure Lelng exerted in t his country
to improve t:e present state of preparedness to & degree which is _
iapossible with peace time manpower &nd econcaie resources. it fl.
not, however, recomwended that the pimple apewer “it would not de
in the public .nterest ete.” shoule Ve wed, since military measure
would not necessarily be sppropriats soFf the suggestion that they
would be has political dissdvantages referred to shove. it s
gsugsested thererore thaet the nnewer ghould e given in broed temms
to cover both diplometic and nilitary cseasures, the uilitasy neasums
being concealed by the usual necurity forauls, The +4ir auini.
recoxnends that the reply be given:-

- The United /ingdom has sbsolute suthority over ite
own alr space. infringenent would be net by diplounaile

or alliitary wsefnsures o approprinte, he House will not

Une weakness of t hie answer is that diplomstilic seABures pre-suppe

expect @ to siv'c detalls of ocur defence preparations” ;
OBL

the 2irepurt is identified, whereas the uevtion lays down the
Wypothesis that it is unidentiried. In f8ct, however, Aif an
eireruft behaving in the way suggested Was ocbeelved on wore than
one cecasion it would not be imponsidéle 16 wmove mobile radar snd
fighters sufficiently near to .oed® Flow to ocbtaln surficient

jdentifieation of the sirerafs to© provide reasonsble evidence ¢

ite naticnality.
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MESSAGE 2

NO UNCLASSIFIED REPLY PERMITTED IF THE DATE
TIME GROUP OF THIS MESSAGE IS QUOTED. >
(Received by Registry Telegrams 28th November, 1953) g
=)
Fromi- H.Q. AsAF.C.E. S
Tos- Air Ministry London (D.D. Ops.(AD). S

ROUTINE NATO  SECEET

EOFR 33860

Subject: Unidentified airoraft movement., Reference your
letter D.D, Ops.(AD)/58/9959, Nove 13« AeAsP.C.E. subordinate
Cammands have been requested to check on all airoraft movements
in comnection with this inguiry, To date No., 2 and No. 83
Groups have given negative reports although both groups in
process conducting cross checks with s tatiors. Final result
of this check and information fram other formationswill be
forwarded soonest.
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Time of origin 271746 2

Copies to:-
DeDe Opse«(AD) (ACTION) (3 copies)
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MESSAGE

NO UNCLASSIFIED REPLY FERMITTED IF THE DATE~TIME GROUP OF THIS

MESSAGE IS QUOTED, %

(Received REGISTRY TELEGRAMS 18th December, 1953) %
FROM: - HEADQUARTERS AIRCEN! FON[.:L™ELEAU §
T0:~ AIR MINISTRY LONDON

ROUTINE NATQ SECEET
EQPR 34047
Fer D.D,Ops. (AD). 609 i
ol
Subject unidentified aircraft mevement, Reference eur

EOFR 33860, Nevember 27, Reperts frem all suberdinate formations
whe have new carried out checks have proven negative,
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Time of Origin: 17144627

Copies to:= D, D, Ops, (AD) (ACTION) (2 copies)
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IOOSE MINUTE - . - -
=
m
D.D.I. i Ref': Upﬂ.(."‘A.D.)BB
_:2
You will remember have been trying to identify )
the plot of three 4 Holland over Fast Anglia and )
return reported by FPighter Command in their letter g
C/S.44900/1/1/URKATS of the 5th November of which you had a P~
cOpYe S
?e A.AF.C.E. have now roported thai checks have been carried

out by all subordinate formations with negative results. E%
There remains the possibility thet the aircraft were of the 2 z
Dutch or Pelgian National Porces = as distinet from their 2 A
A.A.F.C.T. elememts. As we have mo identification I do mot 83
think 4t likely that we rhould get anyone to asen$f a violation zZ
of territorial air. = %

o
3. Do you think there is anything to be gained by further 3
investigation? % Z
= =
23
ow
Z m

R. N. BATESON
(R. N. BATESON) "
Group C £2
D.D.Ops.(A.B) =
22nd Dooember, 1953.
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13th Noveusber, 1953,

06€£L/0T A1V

Unidentified Adroxaft Movement

[ an directed to refer to an unfdentified eircraft movement
tracked by redar over the U.X. can the 9th Octobor, 1953, The
t.faaz was first plotted #wém the Dutch coast as 3+ at
365000 feet moving rapidly west. At clocer range thic was
reduced to 2 at 36,000 feet. Ths track pa-sed over the
Harwich area and returned to the Dutch coast. Cround sp-eds
caloulated from the plot were approximately 375 kmots inbound
and 490 knote outhound; upper wind speed for the helrht was
riven as 35 imots from 290°. Track continuity and height
indications were reported ss gpoi. In ad@ition a visua)
eizhting report was obtained of four eontrails heedine north
#véa. the East Const; this tled in with the reder nlot.
copy of the plot is given on the attached Tap.
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e In an attempt to identify the sircraft, enquiries wore made
at the time from a larpe nush r of Continentsl Lowes and fron
Headquarters "nd A. ./.F. and A.7. ,”. BAD L.TLSONM. Thene
were all nepative,

/3e

Commanderein-Chief,
£11%ed i4ir Forces "cmtral “urope,
British Foroes Po<t 0Urrice, No, 6.

Copy to: A.I.3(f)

ke

SCHAT
s s
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8

3¢ In view of the possibility, remote thouch it may be, S
that the air~raft were tho"e of an unfriendly power, I am to

request that enquiries bo mede to try and establish the r-fle)

aircrafts’ identity. It is requested that the attached map 3 g

be retumed with your reply. = z

=3

1 am, Sir, . . g =2

Your cbedient Sarvant, 5

33

% .

Rl Nv LAl :-SON E §

(R.N. BATESUK) %3

Group C SeE

Deputy Director of Operations (Air Lefence)
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Opa.(*.D.)/58 .~ 12th Jamary, 1954

Sir,
U; d Al M

I am directed to r-fer to your letter /3, L44900/V/4/UKAT3
of 5th November, 1953, and to sy that a ooreful investigation
has failed to identify the airc-2ft concerned. However, an
Intelligenoce apcreciation considers it ynlikely that the airoraft
were those of an unfriendly power.

2. I m to add thet any reports of similar incidents should be

forwarded for investigation as soon after the incident as
posaible,

I sm, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

R. N. BATESC
Group Captain _
Demuty Director of 0 erations (Air Defence)

The Alr Officer Commanding-in-Chnief,
Pighter Commend,
Royal Air Fere.,
Bent ley Priory,
Stamore, Middx,

Copy to: D.D,I,.3

A
i
-
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Headquarters, Fighter Cormand,
Royel Alir IForce,
Bentley Friory,
FC/Selli90C/ 1 /l/UsKeAe TS, STAIZIORE, liiddlesex.

5th November, 1953 Y

3ir,
Unidentified Aircraft llovements

I have the honour to report that on the 9th October, 1953, unidentified
aircraft (track Xe.481) approached the United Idngdom, flew over the Harwich
area and returned to the Co':t'incnt. A section of llo. 63 Squadron at Waterbeach
were scrambled but failed to malke contact and efforts to identify the mover rent
through Air raffic Control c.h_.1..cl., have been unsuccessful., In view of' the
nature of the movement and the possibility, though remote, that the ai‘.‘cra:."t may
have been those of an unfriendly power it is su  ested that 2nd A.T.A.0 be asked
to carry out a detziled investijatiol.
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2 A plot of the rsid is given on the attached map., It was {irst seen near
the Dutch Islands by Bawdsey Cell. and was presumed to be Dutch fizhters but
wvhen it crossed the coast and moved rajidly west it vas made X and Uxbridge

wes asled to obtain movement inlornation. The traclk vas initinll: nlotted os
3+ at 36000 feet, was reduced to "2 at 36" on closer range and over this country
and vas again showvn 3+ at 32 - 34,000 feet on the outvmrd {lizht. Tfrack
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continuity - 1J he_.unt lllL.lc“‘t"O"L- vere [food. In addition the Supervisor of
\ Navdsey reported a visunal of 4 contrrils hending north ot 1302 howrs vhich tied up
vith the raid.
Je The tinin: of plots gives apwroximate Jround specds of 575 inots on the anproachy -
increesin: to 420 !mots on the short ley over the Usll. aad LO0 Imots on the retwrn EB
to the Continent. The uwoper wvind measurencent for i~ht at 1400 how's vas 5’;
2000 = 35 lmots steadye. %8
3 2
the time the v vas {'ir dt notified 111"0 ous checls vere nmade vith ne =
and at 1630 howrs J;:'-.*-';._._;c 17eTeSe renorted that they had c'*w-c';;f: every é%
] on the Continent znd still vere yle 4o obtain identilication. o
Subseguent ci;f.\'-“:'. 1y this Head uarters iith the ColeeCeOe, 2nd As'lededs ond 5 '
Ae'leCeCe ot Dad Zilsen a -ain produced no result. Eg
<4
Se T+ ic undersiood that no aireralft “clonzin: to a unit ol 2nd AdTeAs. ?, is %g
per=izied Yo fly to the North Sea ther Jor treinins or on locazl flipght Zm

uarters 2nd L.T.A. The movement,

s e, 48| | PR J asyvanay Yoy
] aircra’t would, therefore, appcar To have
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:.ﬁt;.q‘t tirst getting clearance £
il it vas that of continent-
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been unouthorised ond some f\l..i.'..-t,..l'c' ould nc douht be eierilenced 11l STECHD l..“.
T 4 ..!.‘1
i

4+ troce the offender. In view of the implicctions, hovwever, it is felt
thorouch investigation of the incideat 1is ,.c.;..kl-cd.

(&4

I have the honowr to be,
cir, / :
Yowr obedient Servant, J

K om.Cluir. CC - [

A (T¢0ee Oliver)

Group Captain,
Air Officer Commanding=-in-Chief,
PIGHTER CALAIND, ROYAL AT FORCE

The Under Secrctory of State,
Air ] .l"ll-.:t...__,r F} (DlU‘U )5e (};QD-,;’
Whitehall Gardens,
J.AJTldOfl, Sellete

Copy to :~ The Under Secret;;r;(' of Litr(:tt\z, Cq.,‘ Pn’ acladud . >
Mr Jdnistry, (DeDeIo(3))
211 Gard e ‘fnm k ﬁhf’ﬂf-,fa. 1oty {

Whitehall u;uuns,

London, i eﬁ
s CRET |Wo-/:r b

Copy on file := PC/42917/2/Int.
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