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UFO INTERVIEW

Q1. Why will the MOD not release UFO information for scientific or 

other investigation?

Al. The Department is happy to release what information we have on 

specific incidents. However we could not justify the effort involved 

in searching for or collating information of a more general nature.

Q2. What are MOD criteria for establishing defence implications or 

otherwise in the case of UFO sightings?

A2. There can be no strict criteria laid down to determine whether 

the defence of the nation has or will be impugned. This must remain 

a judgement based on military expertise in analysing the information 

available and by collating reports and, wherever possible, radar 

traces.

Q3. What are the procedures followed when a UFO sighting is 

reported to the MOD?

Q4. Are any of these sightings actually investigated or merely put 

on file?

Q5. If further investigation is made, who makes it?

A3-5. All reports received by the MOD are channelled through our Air 

Staff Secretariat. They are passed to the Air Staff who examine them 

for Air Defence implications. In some cases where (on the face of 

it) there could be a defence interest, enquiries are made of relevant



radar establishments etc in order to obtain more information. Having 

satisfied ourselves that the sightings are of no Defence interest we 

do not attempt any further investigations. I should say that the 

majority of the reports received here are 2 to 3 days, sometimes 

weeks, old. Although some reports remain unexplained, we have found 

no evidence that these phenomena represent a threat to national 

security and therefore cannot justify devoting Defence resources to 

their investigation.

Q6. Is there a British UFO investigation unit based at RAF Rudloe 

Manor in Wiltshire?

A6. The Flying Complaints Flight at Rudloe Manor. are concerned 

with receiving and investigating complaints concerning military 

aircraft. In the course of their duties they occasionally receive 

UFO reports (as do many other units) but they have no specific role 

with regard to this subject.

Q7. Is there such a unit based anywhere else in the UK?

A7. No.

Q8. Has there ever been such a unit in the UK In the past?

A8. CertainlY not in the past thirty years.

Q9. Is there any international co-operation between the MOD and 

other Governments on UFO intelligence?

A9. No.



Q10. If there have been no defence implications concerning the

thousands of UFO reports made to the MOD over the years, what 

conclusions has the Ministry reached?

Al0. The Ministry will continue to examine all reports we receive 

to ascertain whether there are any defence implications. If members 

of the public feel that for scientific or other reasons, there should 

be an attempt to establish the causes of such phenomena, that is for 

them, but we are confident that it is not something in which the MOD 

should or need become further involved.

Q11. Did the MOD assist the House of Lords UFO Study Group?

A 11. ’::>

Q12. A former Chief of the Defence Staff, Lord Hill-Norton, says 

major investigations into UFOs have been conducted by the United 

States and other Governments and it is inconceivable that such an

investigation has not been conducted here. Is this the case?

A12. Probably the most notable study into the UFO phenomena was

carried out by the University of Colorado and published in 1969. 

This concluded that 90% of all UFOs reported could be plausibly 

related to ordinary phenomena. Project "Blue Book", a US Government 

study of UFO’s was terminated in 1969. It concluded that although 

thousands of sightings had been investigated there was nothing to 

indicate the existence of UFO’s. Nothing has come to light since to 

change that view. In the UK a report was produced by the then Air

Ministry in 1955. Its conclusions were basically the same.



Q13. Numerous sightings have been made over the years by airline

and military pilots, police officers and other professional people.

Many of these reports would, on the face of it, have defence

implications. Why does the Ministry think otherwise?

A 13. Many of the reports received in MOD come through official

channels, although the vast majority of these come originally from

members of the public. Very few reports have been made by pilots;

indeed in the last 18 months the MOD has received only 5 such

reports. All reports are treated on merit; if the MOD receives a

report which conceivably could have defence implications then further

investigations are made to ascertain whether or not this is the case.

Q14. UFO investigators say the MOD is involved in a massive cover-

up. Is this the case? If not, why do you not shut these people up

once and for all by providing access to the information they seek?

A14. I can assure you that there is no question of attempting to

cover up any incident, nor are we attempting in any way to obscure

the truth. The Department is happy to release what information we 
w"’~;"’" hw~ ~t:k’4’’’4?.1 l.<!:.~~’1 

have on specific incidents / However, as I hav already mentioned, we

could not justify the effort and simply do not have the resources to

become involved in searching for or collating information of a more

general nature.

Q 15. If the Ministry’s first and only knowledge of the RAF

Woodbridge affair was the Col Halt memo dated January 13th - 17 days

after the alleged incident - is the Ministry not concerned, in the

light of the information contained within that memo, that it was not

consulted by the ~merican authorities much sooner?



A15. No. The American authorities obviously took the same view as

ourselves that the incident was adequately investigated by Col Halt 

and that therefore no further action was required.

Q16. If the MOD feels there were no defence implications in the

~ioodbridge incident. does it consider Col Halt was hallucinating. 

insane or merely lying?

A16. No. of course not. Col Halt rightly investigated a report by 

his base guards of some unexplained phenomena outside the base. On 

consideration of what was reported to him and of his own subsequent 

investigations he decided to send a report to the MOD for informa- 

tion. He did not recommend any further action. nor was any thought 

necessary.

Q17. If the Ministry subscribed to any of these theories relating

to Col Halt. why did it sanction his promotion from deputy to base 

commander subsequent to the incident?

A17. 

Halt.

We do not subscribe to any of these theories relating to Col

Q18. Would you give any credence to the notion that the UFO

phenomenon has been exploited to cover up sensitive military 

operations?

A18. None whatsoever.

Job No 2a2 - 72
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 15 - 17: A letter, dated 24 August 1987, questions the MoD about the movements of the warship HMS Norfolk during the period of the Rendlesham Forest incident in December 1980. He suggests the ship was tracking a Soviet task unit at that time. The reply, via the Naval Historical Branch states the ship was in dry dock at Portsmouth.
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Eduard Meier has 110 money, little 
education am! only one arm. Vet 
he claims to be in regular contact 

with beill!js from outer space, am! to lIave 
taken these photos of their ship. Truth or 
a hoax? light Years, a controversial new 
book, has the facts to help you ecide... 
Locals in the S\^iiss viiiage of Hinwil had 
always thought Meier "different". They 
knew)Te supported his Greek wife Popi and 
thr children disab;iitv p nsion, for the 
loss of an am) a bus accident in tr1e 
past he’db en sent to reform school for 
stealing, joined the Foreign Legion and had 
studied philosophy with Buddhist monks. 
But no one suspected how "differ- 

ent" !VfeiGr was, For he that. since 
the age’ f five, he .has . beet": teJepathicaHy 
contacted by alien beings frorn a planet 500"", 
light years from earth, in a star duster 
known as the Pieiade ;. 

"It happens like a shot," he says. ,. Like a 
cool wind goinfJ across ’lour forehei:Jd" 
These mess;,’ges. h claims, direct d him to 
remote locations, where the aliens landed a 
spaceship about 21ft across and met him. 
At first, many people laughed, certain that 

it was all one huqe hoax. But then M ier 
produced th evid nc ... scams of clear, 
daylight colour photographs, showing the 
spacship hovering above the trees. 
And ’he showed them a diary, several 

hundred pages long, in which he had re- 
corded his meetings and conversations with 
Semjase, a 330-year-old female alien. Those 
who read this found it beautifully written, 
full of scientific facts and ideas a man of 
Meier’s limited knowledge would never be 
able to dre n up. 
And so UFO experts from allover the 

world began to arrive at Meier’s home ... 

.most f them determmed to catch him out 
One man, Hans Schutzbach, went along 

to a meadow, wh re Meier recorded a 
strange sound, like a high-pitched cross 
betwe n a jet engine and a chainsavv, which 
he said came from the spaceship. Later 
Schutzbach secretly went back to the 
meadow and tried to re-create the sound, 
using the tape he and Meier had made. But 
the speakers and amplifiers were obvious in 
the trees, and the sound was distant and 
weak ... nothing iike before. ,. 

lVleier amazed ail the experts. He gave 
detailed accounts of the alien lifestyle, world 
and science. He showed perfectly round 
"landing tracks" in the grass no one could 
reproduce. He appearedfrorn nowhere, dry 
and warm in the p urinq r 1in, anddqirned 
that he’d been "beamed" down from the 
aliens’ spaceship. 
Witnesses also told of strange powers 

Meier apparently possessed. He held a I>

r....
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 27 - 34: These papers include a newspaper cutting and collection of statements by police officers from West Yorkshire describing sightings of a bright light in the night sky seen from Holmfirth in the direction of the Emley Moor TV mast on the evening of 7 November 1986. Two of the officers correctly identified this light as a bright astronomical body (planet or star), the cause of many similar sightings. The PC also describes the classic colour changes caused by a optical phenomenon known as autokinesis, noting how ‘…when staring at this object it appeared to be changing colour from red to green and back again, which I assumed was caused by the spectrum effect of the atmosphere.’  Correspondence from UFOlogists requesting information on these sightings and the MoD’s response can be found at pages DEFE 24/1929/1 64 and 77.
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Wedn sd November 5. 1986 Huddersneld Daily Examiner, e ay,

HolmfJrth UFO mystery 
POLICE based at 
Holmfuth are at the centre 
of a bizarre UFO mystery. 

- 
Several officers reported 
sighting a huge, long object 
in the sky near Emley Moor ~Iy on Sunday. 
The matter has been 
reported to the Civil 
viation Authority for 

lnvestigation, but it has 
been unable to offer any 
:xplanation for the 
iighting.

The object, described as 
200ft long with a white light 
at each end, was spotted 
!ihortly after 4am on

Sunday by officers in 
HolmfJrth. 
Chief Imp Brian Smith said 
other officers around the 
area were asked to 
investigate, and there were 
three conflllDed sightings 
from high ground at Holme 
Moss, ’Pole Moor and 
Kirkburton. 
UI understand it was visible 
for only a few minutes. It 
remained static and we 
believe it was quite close to 
the Emley Moor mast. I am 
reluctant to use the term 
UFO as that does arouse 
scepticism, but this matter 
was properly reported and 
logged by our officers.

~NEWS :; --
,.

9 -
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Copy of letter dated 3 September 1987 from a correspondent referred to by MoD as ‘alien-spotter extraordinaire’ reporting regular visits to her home by extraterrestrials since 1982.









The National Archives
UFO file release
Regional UFO report: DevonSee also:DEFE 24/1940/1   p46-47DEFE 24/1951/1   p246-253Note: The regional bookmarks (in blue) are a rough guide only and may not include all of the reports related to the above region featured in this release.





























ABOVE 

TOP 

SECRET IS THE 

MOS1 

ASTOUNDING BOOK 

EVER 

PUBLISHEDRECARDING 

’l’lIE 
UfO 

PHEN

MENON 

AND 

THE 

INTERNATIONAL 

GOVERNMENT 

COVER-UP 

OF THE 

TRUTH. 

THIS 

. 

COURAGEOUS’ 

BOOK 

BREAKS 
NEW 

GROUND AND lIAS 

PQVII}ED 

1’~ ULTIH4JE 

EYIPf;Nc:f;. 

.1’1." I.S 

V~l,;J."~G.n.".. 

I.’1."I.$:ef;RPLEX1~G.. 
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AND 

WITHOUT 
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PAGES 
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IF 
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OBTAINING 

THIS 

ASTONISHINCWORK 

PLEASE 

WRITE 

TO 

THE:eUBLISm:R.S



ABOVE 

TOP 

SECRET 

THE 

WORLDWIDE 

UFO 

COVER-UP

TIMOTHY 

GOOD

rhat 

UFOs - unidentified 

flying 

objscts - exist 

las 

been scorned as 

vehemently as 

it has 

Jeen 

argued. 

ihat 

they do exist, 

that many sightings 

are 

}enuine 

has always 

been arguable. 

rhat 

such alien craft 

invading our 

airspace 

vould 

threaten our 

deepest-held 

security 

ystems 

and religious 

and scientific 

beliefs is 

:ertain. -hat 

there has been a 

determined and 

careful 

lolitical 

suppression 

of information, 

a 

:onspiracy 

of fear at 

the highest 

international 

Bvel 

because there is 

every chance 

that life on 

Ither 

planets exists - life-forms which 

take an 

nterest.in 

life on earth 

- is the main 

and 

lstonishingly controversial 

thrust of 

Above Top 

,eeret. mothy 

Good logically, 

calmly and 

rigorously 

!xamines 

the evidence. 

In this 

sensational book 

Ie 

presents a case 

which proves 

beyond 

easonable doubt that 

UFOs are not 

the figments 

If crazed 

imaginations: 

he has interviewed 

lozensof 

convincing 

witnesses, seen 

hundreds 

If 

declassified 

governmental papers. 

More 

rnportantly, perhaps, 

he reveals the. 

!xtraordinary extent to 

which politicians 

in 

Iritain, 

the USA, and 

Europe have 

sought to 

:uppress 

the facts, to 

dismiss sightings 

and yet 

o retain 

on file reports 

and documents. 

Why, 

Ie 

asks, should such 

lengths be taken 

over 

loaxes 

and delusion~ 

. . . 

:arl 

Mountbatten of 

Burma was 

convinced, 

.resident 

Jimmy Carter 

wrote of a 

sighting, 

Vinston 

Churchill 

demanded an 

enquiry. 

lozens 

of responsiblea

rmen have 

testified. A 

nan 

out fishing one 

night in Hampshire 

was 

wited 

into a spacecraft 

and describes 

it clearly. 

Iranksters 

may be 

dismissed. This 

book, 

rammed 

as it is with 

the testimonies 

of 

9sponsible men and 

women, cannot. 

Nor can 

1e 

author’s conviction 

that a 

monumental 

lternational cover-up 

is taking place. 

Ibove 

Top Secret is 

the most astonishing 

book 

bout 

extraterrestrials 

and their potential 

threat 

) our 

security ever 

written - the more 

so 

’ecause 

of its author’s 

rational, sober 

and 

’nmaculately documented 

approach, 

It is 

!vet

ng,

. , . 

More than 

10,000 

sightings 

have 

been 

reported, 

the 

majority 

of 

which cannot be 

accounted for 

by 

any 

’scientific’ 

explanation. 

. 

. . 
I 

am 

convinced 

that these objects 

do exist and 

that 

they 

are 

not 

manufactured 

by 

any 

nation 

on 

earth. . . .’ Air 

Chief Marshal 

Lord 

Dowding, 

Commander-in-Chief 

of 

RAF 

Fighter 

Command during 

the Battle of 

Britain, 

11 

July 

1954. 

(Imperial 

War 

Museum)

Above 

left: 

Dr. 

Vannevar 

Bush, 

who 

headed 

the 

Research 

and 

Development 

Board 

after 

the 

war, 

was 

mentioned 

by 

Wilbert 

Smith 

in 

1950 

as 

being 

the 

head 

of 
a 

small 

group 

investigating 

UFOs, 

That 

group 

was 

Majestic 

12, 

secretly 

established 

in 

1947. 

(Popperfoto)

Above 

right: 

General 

Nathan 

Twining, 

who 

as 

Commanding 

General 

of 

Air 

Materiel 

Command 

in 

1947 

signed 

a 

document 

testifying 

to 

the 

reality 

of 

UFOs. 

General 

Twining 

was 
also 

a 

member 

of 

Majestic 

12. 

(Popp

rfoto)

!I 

PART 

OF 

AN 

ASTONISHING 

DOCL~ENT 

ACQUIRED 

;;-TIM~TH~ 
GOOD 

FROM 

INTELLIGENCE 

SOURCES 

IN 

THE 

UNITED 

STATES 

OF 

AMERICA. 

THE 

ABOVE 

TOP 

SECRET 

BRIEFING 

DOCUMENT 

WAS 

PREPARED 

FOR 

PRESIDENT 

EISENHOWER 

BY 

THE 

ULTRA 

SECRET 

ORGANISATION 

KNOWN 

AS 

MAJESTIC.-12, 

AND 

RELATES 

DIRECTLY 

TO 

THE 

RECOVERY 

OF 

AN 

ALIEN 

CRAFT 

WHICH 

CRASHED 

IN 

NEW 

ME\IC01947

-.

,--,---...--...

Ralph 

Noyes, 

former 

head 

of 

Defence 

Secretariat 

8, 
a 

division 

in 

the 

central staffs of 

the Ministry of 

Defence. 

which 

dealt 

with 

UFO 

reports 

from 

members of the 

public. While 

with 

DS8, 

Noyes 

was 

s"own 

gun-camera 

film 

clips 

of 

UFOs taken by 

RAF pilots. 

(Author)

On 
Q7 

July. 

1947. 

a 

seoret 

operation 

was 
be~ 
to 

assure 

recovery 

ot 

the 

wreckage 

of 

th1

objeot 

tor 

soientifio 

study. 

Dur1n~ 

tbe 

course 

01 

this 

operation, 

aerial 

reoonnaissance 

d~eoover.d 

that 

tour 

small 

human-like 

beings 

had 

apparently 

ejected 

from 

the 

craft 
at 

80me 

point 

before 

it 

exploded. 

These 

had 

fallen 

to 

earth 

about 

two 

miles 

east 

ot 

the 

wreckfiFe 

site. 

All 

tour 

were 

dead 

and 

bad17 

decomposed 

due 

to 

action 

by 

predators 

and 

exposure 

to 

the 

elements 

dur1n~ 

the 

approx- 

imately 

one 

week 

time 

period 

which 

had 

elapsed 

before 

their 

d1scover,y. 

.A 

special 

soientifio 

team 

took 

char~e 

of 

remov1n~ 

thftse 

bodies 

for’study. 

(See 

Attaohment 

"C".) 

The 

wreck~~e 

ot 

the 

craft 

was 

aleo 

removed 

to 

everal 

different 

locations.. 

(See 

Attaohment 

"Bit.) 

Oivilian 

and 

military 

witnesses 

in 

the 

area 

were 

debriefed, 

and 

news_reporters 

were 

~iven 

the 

effective 

COVftr 

<<tory 

that 

the 

object 

had 

been 

a 

mis~uided 

weather 

research 

balloon.

1............................1 J’ I

.. 
tHHHHHHI 

*.. .. .. * * ~ ’ht,~\ m.,..:J:’’’~’’’’

T’52-EXE>1P’I’ 

(E)

Above: ’What does 

all this stuff 

about 

flying 

saucers 

amount 

to? 

What 

can 

it 

mean? 

What is the truth? 

Let mt: have a 

r~port 

at 

your 

convenience.’ 

Prime 

Minister 

Winston Churchill, 

in a minute 

tothe 

Secretary 

of 

State 

for 

Air, 

28 

July 

1952. 

(Popperfoto)
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Nas 
yed 
:ive 
Ie. ’

TODAY, TUESDAY, JUNE 9, :L9Sr

bile’ to- 
d a 
are,

Admiral ’wains 
of UFO threat’
FLYING saucers could 
be for real, says ’’cor- 
mer head of the De- 
fence Staff Admiral 
Lord Hill-Norton, 
But official reports 

on UFOs are deUber-- 
ately being kept from 
the military top brass, 
he claims. 
"There Is n cover. up," he said yesterday. 

"There have been tens 
of thQusands of reo 

,ported sighUng5 all, 
over the world by 
very reputable peopie, 
Including military pi- 
lots and personnel. . 

"It Is fashionable to 
rubbish people who’ 
talk or write on, the

subject, but for mysell’f ~ I don’t are, " , 
"I am not a nutter. 

But ’1 find It hnpossl.. 
bIe to beHeve that all 
these people are 
lying," 
While he was Brit." 

ain’s top military 
planner between 1971, 
and 1973, reports on 
flying saucers were’ 
collected by the Minis- 
try of Defence without ’ 

his knowing, Lord 
Hill-Norton said. , . 
Yet it was clear . 

from eye witnesses ’ 

that UFOs could out. 
perform any aircraft 
available to the RAF 
or the US Airforce. ’
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 90 - 94: In 1987 the MoD and Air Historical Branch (AHB), RAF, appear to have been unaware of the release at the Public Record Office (PRO) - now The National Archives - of the famous memo by Winston Churchill, dated July 1952, on Flying Saucers. A copy of Churchill’s memo, and the reply by the Air Minister, can be found at PREM 11/855.
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TODAY, TUESDAY, JUNE 9, :L98~

blic’ 
to. 

d a’ 
are.

Admiral’warns 
of UFO threat

Nas 
yed 
:ive 
Ie.

FLYING saucers could 
be for real, says’ ’ror- 
mer head of the De- 
fence Staff Admiral 
LOrd Hill-Norton. 
But ot11cial reports . 

on UFOs are deUber.. 
ately being kept from 

. the mUitary top brass, 
he claims. 
"There Is a cover. 

up," he said yesterday. 
"There have been tens 
of thqusunds of re- 

. ported slghtlnss aU. 
over the world by 
very !’epuwble people, 
including military pl. 
lots and personnel. . "It is fashionable to 
rubbish. people, who’ 
talk or write on the

subject, but for myself’, : I don’t Care. ’. , 

"I am not a nutter. 
But 1 find it ImpossJ-, 
ble to believe that all 
these people are 
lying," 
While he was Brit." 

ain’s top military 
plurmer . between 1971. 
and 1973, reports on’ 
flying saucers were. 
collected by the Minis- 
try of Defence without ’ 

his knowing, L’ord 
HUl-Nortol1 said. ’~ . 
Yet it was ch~ar . 

from eye witnesses. 
that UFOs could out- 
perform any aircraft 
available to the RAF 
or the US Airforce.fi-ilau .fop h .:::n...l- "I"nor. . ,

~.~ ~~\
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The National Archives
UFO file releases
Pages 131 - 134: This is a poor quality copy of an article on ‘Flying Saucers’ published in a formerly Secret air staff publication, the Air Ministry Secret Intelligence Summary (AMSIS) in March 1955. An original copy of this article can be found at the reference AIR 40/2769. This report appears to be based upon a study of UFO reports received by the Air Ministry between 1952 and 1954. The Air Ministry study was the subject of a Parliamentary question in the House of Commons on flying saucers, tabled by Major Patrick Wall MP on 4 May 1955. In reply to Wall’s question Air Minister George Ward said there had been ‘no formal inquiry’ but reports were investigated as they came in and 90 per cent were found to have ordinary explanations. ‘The fact that the other ten per cent are unexplained need be attributed to nothing more sinister than lack of data,’ he added.
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actual sightings--but of reflections from 

conventional objects_ 

To give a simple and practical iIIUSlr:Jt on, 

consider the erra t jc movements nf thc 

reflection on a C<.~ilipg fr(1m a mirror held 

undcr a Jight and moved evcn slightly by 

hand. Similarly. on a vaster and more 

extended scale. refkctions from planets. 

meteors, airnaft ar.e! objects on the grouPe! 
may be projected on to cloud 

formations 

and hale. Thcn there arc the sighting’; of 
those planets which are lov\ on thc 

horizon 

at certain times of the ye;H and which 

appear t(1 change colour and move 
errati- 

cally, and at fant;lstic speeds. when 
observed

was earried out by the Americans II’ ho 

obtained a subsequent report frlOm a ship 

at sea in the same vicinity. This described 

what was apparently the same i,henomcnon. 

i\’1cmbers or the ship’s comp;II1\. hOllevcr. 
definitcly iclentd ed the sight in" as the 

planet 1\1ars. and ",ave run details (If the 
n rage c011dition~ \\hic v.crc prc\ailing 

on that day.

PHOTOGRAPHS

Of photog.raphic evidence litt\c 11\:((1> to 
be said. There is !,thing in the \\()rld 

more easy w fake than a p1w\(\gr;q,hic 

film or pbte and the m;tj(1rit> d 1’11010-
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through ha/c. or miq: atI1ll1~p eric 

Ci.)nditions.

",r;lphs which hav c hc’cn ~c..:n cenainly 

invitc sllsplcion. Therc arc the few 

picllIres that h;I\’c bccn publl,hed in the 

press from time to time \\hich arc ob\iPus!y 

or natural phenomena. sud) as mock 

111(10ns and suns. and Idilcn emphasise thc 

probability ihat the objccts in the cHhers 

are faked.

Many reports or such sighl i’g,; ha\(~ been 
recei\ed and here is an e\ample of a 

puticular instance where a satisr:\clOry 

answer was provided. A rcp(,n made by 

an experienced B,O.A.C. pilot of a sighting 
at 19.000 ft. over Goose Bay, Ltbradur. (’n 
Wednesday 30th June 1954 stated that 

objects had been obscrved, one primary 
and 

:;ix secondary. which" accompanied 
., the 

(J,O.A.C. aircraft for a di"tance of about ~O miles: all the time they were under 

observation. the main object was con- 

stantly changing shape. An investigation

The IWO rerroducti(1!1S (111 pages:’ and 4 
illustrate clearly the considerable oppor- 
tunities for rakcd photo".-,!ph\ on this 

subjcct. That on page :. in particular 

could, so easily. be an ipdustria! or 

operating theatre l;ul1p-,hade complete 

with bulbs.

Page .:!

RADAR SIGI-ITINGS
Radar "sightings" constitute the It 

maining source of flying saucer 

and these. reports, general1y speaking, h’ 
\Ilto certaifl explainable categories.

Radar Echoes 

Radar echoes can be produced by 

variety of objects, not al1 of which’ 

visible to the human eye. The majoritv 
solid objects which return radar 

. 

produce responses on the radar 

tube which are easily recognised : 
objects such as aircrart and birds 

normally readily identifiable by the 

Jnd shape of the response and bv 

velocities. altitudes and movement’ 

exhibit. t\-1eteoro]ogical baJloons mi<’, 
also be included in this group or idcntifi.~ 
objccts as thcy normally prcduce QU’: 

distinctive (’choes. particularly as man~ ,: 
lhem curry reflectors specially designed’ 

assist in the plotting of their course ~ 
radar. However, some balloons, such, 
those used for ionospheric sounding, n: I 
;dtitudes beyond the reach or aircraft /.:, 
travel with thc upper winds at speeds ot:: 

in excess of i 00 m.p.h. Radar returns b 

such ba\1oons, when first encountcr:, 

could mystify a radar operator and r 
the impression that a flying saucer has x 
sighted. On the rare occasions II:; 

reports or unidentit ed objects have t:( 

orig;;; lr.. 0!~~ of th(’~e solid bodies r. 
usually a comparatively simple matte! 

identify the object by enquiries addr",. 

to the appropriate authority. 

Within a group of radar targets which, 

not controJled or released by man 
ca:: 

inc1uded birds. meteorological and 
~,~ 

nomical targets. Birds are of 1ittie cor,;; 

as their sm~IIp.-::ss prohibits responses f: 
them except at very short rans;es but. f; 
the other targets, responses with 

unusual characteristics may be 
obJair.C<

Echoes from Precipitation 

R dar echoes may be pr(1duc~~ 
condensed water vapour in the 

fN;1 

raindrops, ice crystais or snow, 
a ph 

menon which has been put 10 good 

civil aviation to assist pilots in a\l~ 

dangerous cloud formations. 

Responses on a radar tube fromi 

targets may cover a considerabk 

exhibit irregular, diffused boundar
’5 

have a rapidly fluctuating intensity. 
~ 

ment wilJ general1Y be related to 
the j 

of the main air current in which 
the r 

situated, and it may be anything 
fr"~ 

to 100 m.p.h. or more, whilst 
the
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altitude may range from ground level to 
40,000 ft. Generally the nature of the 
target is obvious by its size and by the 
pattern of the responses, but the picture 
changes with time and may appear unusual 
and confusing to an inexperienced operator.

Non.Standard Atmospherical Conditions 

Under certain meteorological conditions 
inhomogeneities occur in the atmosphere, 
and these may be responsible for some 
unusual radar echoes. The required 
condition can occur up to heights in the 
order of 200 miles, but the strength of 
signals returned from such nebulous 
targets is likely to be too low to produce a 
distinguishable response except on very 
rare occasions. Perhaps it is this very 
rarity \V’hich assists in the creation of 
another saucer. 

Unusual meteorological conditions can 
also cause radar signals to be returned 
from objects at distances far in excess of 
the normal range of the radar equipment. 
Responses caused by this anomalous 
propagation are superimposed on the 
usual radar picture of the area and can 
lead to confusion. The effect occurs most 
frequently in tropical and sub-tropical 
areas and usually persists for an appreciable 
time, sometimes for an hour or more. The 
effect is wel! known and because of its 
relative stability and duration would not 
normally give risc to unusual reportings.

Ionised Gases 

It has been suggested that ionised gas 
clouds in the atmosphere produce a type of 
radio echo which may be confused with 
those from tangibJe objects. Although 
radio energy is undoubtedly reflected and 
refracted by ionised gases (Jong distance, 
short wave communications depend on this 
very fact) the effect faJJs off very rapidly 
above, say, 30 Me/s, whilst 60 Mc/s appears 
to be the upper Iimit at which it has been 
recorded. Some of the early radar equip- 
ment stiJ! in use does operate within these 
frequency Emits but it is quite inc..’1pabJe of 
the definition necessary to contribute to the 
notion of flying saucers. Further, except 
for the very short-lived effects in the wake 
of meteorites, ionised gases in the quan- 
tities required appear rarely to exist at 
heights as low as 35 miles.

Meteors and Meteorites 

It has been known for many years that 
radio energy is reflected by meteors, and 
knowledge of the fact has proved valuable 
in the hands of astronomers. Meteors 
reach the outer fringe of the earth’s

Page 6

atmosphere in numbers as high as 100,000 
per hour but on!y very few survive long 
enough to come within the range of radar, 
the majority being vaporized by frictional 
heat. Meteors approach the earth at all 
angles of incidence, from vertical to 
glancing, and at velocities in the order of 
10,000 m.p.h. Radar responses from these 
astronomical targets appear to be rare, but 
such targets may produce responses at any 
range or altitude, subject only to the 
capabiEties of the radar set itself and to the 
size of the meteor. 

Unlike aircraft and balloons the presence 
of these meteorological and astronomical 
targets cannot be verified after the event 
except in the most general way: by 
carefully sifting operators’ reports, and 
studying meteorolog caJ conditions on the 
paths of expected meteor showers at the 
time of the incident, it is often possible to 
produce a tentative expJanation for the 
responses but, because of the transitory 
nature of the target, it is seldom conclusive.

Radar Equipment Interference 

Another possibmty which deserves con- 
sideration is interference from other radar 
equipment. Generally, the cause of this 
type of spurious response is immediateJy 
obvious but it can happen that the character- 
istics of the two radar sets bear such a 
relationship that the interference gives rise 
to one, sometimes two, bright spots on the 
radar tube, which may for a short time 
exhibit some of the characteristics of an 
actual target. Even in this case, the true 
nature of the response can usuaJJy be 
quickly determined except when the in- 
terfering radar set is mobile and the 
operator is unaware of its presence.

INVESTIGATION

The investigation of reports of flying 
saucers presents very apparent difficulties, 
the major one of which is that, ninety-nine 
times out of a hundred, the scent is 
compJeteJy cold. It is only fair to point 
out that in every other case, i.e. when 
reports are telephoned and promptJy 
checked on the spot, the sighted object has 
been idel1tited as a balloon or a conven- 
tional aircraft. For the investigation 
of cold-scent reports there are various 
media through which information and 
assistance are obtained: the Royal 
Observatory and the Meteor Section of the 
British Astronomical Association give 
information on meteors, fire balls and all 
astral phenomena; the Meteorological

Office, Royal Air Force Station, Car 
ton, London Airport and Bristol Univ 
cover radio sonde, cosmic researcb 
other balJoollS; Fleet Air Arm and R. 
Air Force units and forn1ations give d 
of aircraft movements; and the 
police assist in the investigation of aU 
of reports. 

. 
From ~hese so~rces has come most 0{ 

mformatlOIl leadmg to the true identitJ 
reported flying saucers, and their 
operation in the tedious processes 
investigation is invaJuable. An inst~ 
given of a report by a man who, r 
home late one night, stated empha 
that he had seen a flying saucer hove 
a fieJd quite a short distance from his 
of observation. The" thing," ace 
to his story, hovered and moved slo\\1 
and down. Evidence was obtained 
the local poJe to the effect that on 
night, at that time, and in that pJao; 
unfortunate fam1er had Jost a ha 
by fire ! 

GeneralJy it can be accepted that, 0( 
reports received. the vast majority an 
things identifiable as one of the conven 
objects enumerated above; the rema 
are unexplained because the evide 
either too sparse, too vague, or 
contradictory. 

As a matter of interest, where the r 
received are expJained it is mainly in 
of meteors, planets, balJoons, and ai 
Noteworthy among the other explan 
are included aircraft with rocket. 
take off, car headlights reflected 0 

doud, and the recently adopted nay’ 
lighting system of American civil a’

Conclusion 

The civjJjsed world has become co 
or, perhaps it would be more apt to 
has been made conscious of flying’ 
or unidentified ftying objects: when 
airborne body is not clearly recogni 
something conventional it beco 
mystery’ whose magnitude varies ac 
to the observer’s susceptibility. 
people are very susceptible to the infl 
of the Press or the radio. A news it 
flying saucer promptly induces a stwt 
reported new sightings. 

SensibJe and rational reporting 
unidentified flying objects is the dutY 
who arc concerned with flying. Ap 
astral or meteorological phenomena, 
are of interest to speciaJsts in these 
thcre is always the chance of 0 
foreign aircraft of revolutionary 
As for controlJed manifestati~ns fro~ 
space, there is no tangible eVIdence 
existence.











The National Archives
UFO file release
Sunday Express review of Timothy Good’s then newly-published book Above Top Secret, refers to a claim that MoD maintained a secret unit at RAF Rudloe Manor, Wiltshire, dedicated to the investigation of UFO incidents, with a staff of 30. A note by the Sec(AS) desk officer says the cutting was sent to them by RAF police and adds: “The FCF [Flying Complaints Flight] knows of no 30 man cell.”

The National Archives
UFO file release
Regional UFO report: WiltshireSee also:DEFE 24/1931/1    p42, 241-247 DEFE 24/1941/1    p23-27, 241-42DEFE 24/1955/1    p247-248DEFE 24/1956/1    p203-206, 80-83DEFE 24/1953/1    p132Note: The regional bookmarks (in blue) are a rough guide only and may not include all of the reports related to the above region featured in this release.
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EXPRESS 

Kidnap diplomat 
’heading horne’ ~’PETER HITCHENS Diplomatic Com!tspondent 
THE FOREIGN Oi’fice the meldent had been It 
kept its fingers crossed HtechniC hitch:’ which had 
last night tha.t British since been sonhd OUL 
dip 10m a. t E d w a. r d Last night the Cb.aplirus 
Chaplin d hi f .1 were due to board the 11.30 an . s am.l y p.m.. 10caJ time !1igbt due to will arrive safely in a.rrive s.t Heat.h.rOw at 9.30 
London this morning. p..m. today. 
The envoy’s !irst.attempt R t ,. t d to le-.ave Tehet’a.n on Sun. . e Chla e 

day night ended when Mr Ch&p1ain W’IJ.S at the 
Revolutionary Guards tur. centre of e. J:na"iQr diplomatic 
tied him back. wong with row ..rt.er he was beaten up ...,_ _H ..,’ 1 th and lCd.na.pped by armed u= ,.ue nlCO a and elr Revolutionary Guards in two young ch d.."’en at the front of his .family 10 days 
ail’1)Ort boarding gate. ago. 
But the envoy. second.in. The of!!ci ly-condoned 

command at the British a.Pduction followed the 1iIJT. 
mission in Tehe1"’8ll, who has est in Manchester of an 
been threatened with Iranian consul, Ahmed 
serious "ch.a.rges" by the Gh:a.$sem1. 101" shopl.i1ting. 
Iranian B.uthorities, WItS not Britain rets.l1ated by deta.1rled and ....ent home. throwing out bve Iranian 
Yesterday morning the dlplom&.f.s, includIng 

Swed1sh ambll.ssB.dor prates. Gbasseml. and closing 
tee! on Brit..a.!.n.s beb..eJ.! w the Iran’scol1liU!&t.e in Mancbes- 
Teheran authorities.. ter. 
And later senior British A day later, Iran s.aid she 

envoy Chr1stopher MacRae was expcl1ing five Britons 
WItS told in a phone caU th&t 1ndud1ng Mr Chapla.tn.

FINA.NCIAL THv1.ES 
S!’coDd. the Government oes ! 

Ir an arms ..not want it’" stance in the. recent! .dlSpute "nth Iran oVl’r the I 
treatm"nt of Mr Chaplin. the I fir"’t secretarv in 1h" BrW",h: 

b 
/III t inter:e5!S section i nTe rnn, to I uymg 0 be mtE’rprete ItS 3 sign af 

w"Alcnes~. ! Tn.. Iranian ordPT to Mr, 

f UK r.h)juHn. ~,nd the four other I ace ’P..;h",... d r>Jam".ts to au It the i conutr... CA~ In response to I’ 
Contin’lled 021 BItCk Page 

scrutinv rContimiedf~J;age 1 
,J\ II ,Iran arms ’. .", 

&y Andrew Gowen, II ~ ." , . .’ ,,’ 
" 

," 

Mi6d!~ East Edi~or ,~,~:.am s decISIon to chse Iran s 
Ii consulate general in’Manchester BRITALN’ is to step up its moni- Ii and to expel. five consular 

toring of Iran’s ,arms procure- II cfficials, Britain ,said laS’! week 
ment operations In London and ’! thaI .any furtb~r reUliatl. on by 
may consider stopping them ~I. Ilran would be regarded as ,un.’ 
together oHo.......mg the. rnw be- I acceptbaJe and would have 
tween the two countrH::s over ! serious consequences "for r la- 
Mr Edward Chaplm. the BrItIsh I bans between the two countrIes. 
diplomat who was abducted and I ’Now the each side has, 
beaten up in Tehran 12 days ! ordered expulsions. somebf the 
IIgo. heat seems to have been taken 
Mr ChapEn WAS ODe of five, out of’ the tow, 

Britis.h diplomats ordered to 
le1!ve the country by the 
Iranian Government on SatuI’- 
da\’, He was due to fly back 
from Tehran lut night after a 
last-minute administrative hitch 
del;;ved his departure on Sun- 
day: 

t is understood that the 
BritiSh Government is keen to 
I!$certJ!in whethe~ lran’s .arms. 
buying offices are complying 
fully with British export- 
licensing rules, It also plans 
to take I tou.eher line on rE’- 
quirements f r the Ira.nian 
authorities to iden tify and 
register staff at the mlSSHms. 

One option to ciose the, 
missIons, though officiajs say 
thM is not the illOSt likely out- 
come. 

Britain says it does not se11 
we~pons to Iran. but it does 
supply what is described as 
"non.jethaI military equipment" fo~ such purpose!’ as transport. 
However, Iran’s London pro. 

curement offici’s - of which 
tnNe are three, one for each 
nmed ser,’jce. empJoymg a 
total of about 60 people - are 
believed to provide an imoor. 
Tant lmk in its worldwide urns. 
buying network. 
DJpJomats say Britain has not 

kept as ti~ht II rem on the 
InDian 1It)p.ratioos in the past 
as it might have done. par!!)’ 
bec;n:se to o so wou!d ha"e 
re~uIred di\’ening officials 
frnm other asks. ’Th~re are l’WO reason:: why 
the’ Government has edded to 
tJ.ke a more critical 100k at 
th ’r activIties. 

First, it wants to 1<uard 
!lJZa nst an\’ a1ie~atjons thllt it 

. 

weapons to Tehran. 
has OHorne a tJartic-ulnrJv 

issue sin e the d ~. 
Jast vear that the US 

covert))" selJing arms to .

TODAY. TUESDAY, JUNE 9,1.987 .~
I Admiral warns :Bf UFO threat 

FL TING saucers could 
be for real says for- 
mer eI!.c! of the De- 
fence St.aff Admiral 
Lord Hill-Norton. 
But otriciaJ reports 

on UFOs are deliber. 
ately being kept from 
the milita.tj’ tOP bras!., 
he cla.~, 
"There. is I!J cover- 

up," he said yesterday. 
"There have been teos 
of thousands of reo 

ported sighting> ali 
over the world bv 
very repuL!lble p~pl , 
including military pi. 
lots and personneL 

"It is fashionable to 
rubbish people who 
talk or write on the

subject, but for myself’ 
1 don’t care. 

"I am not a nutter. 
But I flnd it impossi. 
ble to bebeve that all 
these people are 
lying, .. 
While he was Brit. 

ain’s top military 
planner between 1971 
and 1973. reports on 
flying saucers were 
coUected bv the Mini5- 
tI’V of Defe"nce ....1thout 
his knowing, Lord 
Hil1.Norton said. 
Yet It was dear 

from eye w tne5se!. 
that UFOs cotd out- 
perform any aircraft 
available to the RAF 
or the US Airforee.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 1Io.. 7Z;.::J 
MaIO auildll"lll Whitehall London SW1A 2HB 
lllfOtpt’t. 01."’. -Z6)8rOorac.t O~} QI.:21..ooo n.w~ltId.

, 
,.\

".",~!Ii.. J Riuldles 9- Cror.flcld Ro3.d 
S =erville \/AJ.1...,lS;!;1 
Wirral

~~.. 
p/!ISfV’O/m - ~Apr1.l 198~~ b ~~ks.J

Tn3.:lX you for YO’J,T letter r ,~ Jobren. Si C’c- Mrs f tt.b~. It" pTftdao.ea.soT here, 
lR~ t vt’"Ote to YO-’Ll it ba.& eull. dctcid..tHf not \.0 }lublis.h t nporta of I leg~u$. trFO 
si&htings ’.II’. rece]..vo. As you ., CO’tt, we r. eiYe bUf.l4re" of theae T port& each 
Y’U a.:.d to p""1’&r. thu for publ.i"aUon WOI1l4 1...."1"" a lNat 4...1 or editorial 
work. 10:- which. .....e have aeitnef’ the J!M)J.1e,. nor \he $tAt!.. this would, in "1 c:aM, 
f<ll o’Jt.sid~ OttT’ f’!eC(:~ N5pou&.’i.t:iliti<<s. It ia a.l60 not possi’ble fot’ ,.OU to be 
4\~lo;.;eo privilf! d acc"4tJ. to t.heu ~;porta. Althcu&;h the)’ co.ctJa..i:l no t;.la.&.&i!ird 
p pe:’fi t,:,i!’Y :".f:! \ llk~ &U t’.i1uatryc! Defenc:e tile.., Su.oj4ett.o the Public .Re~or:b A."t~ CM T’ thie Act c.f!ic::i ~ileG af"C’,. 1n HraJ. to f’$uU c:10#’itd tor}’:) YCiara. 
c.!’\.er t~e l~st a.cticm Mil be.,n take13 e11. t a.
THE Sunday Mirror last week 
revealed astonishing evidence that 
Whitehall has been keeping UFO 
sightings secret from the British 
public. 

T odoy we took at how this 
cover-up extended to 
investigations into a remarkable 
in<:ident at a Suffolk oirbase. An incident-witnessed by senior 
military men. We examine this 
mystery, and below give ease 
histories of other "dose 
encounters" reported in Jenny 
Randles’ book The UFO 
Conspiracy.

There, in a clearin/?, 
they found a brightJy-lit. 
object tile size of a small 
car. apparently hovering just. above the ground. 
Ba ed. the three 

patrolmen approached 
the str:mgc craft and 
one. John Burroughs. 
tried to touch It. 
Later. he was dragged 

tl’om the forest In a st3 te 
of shock. 
Just what happened

MILLIONS of movie- 
goers thrjjJrd to an 
alien tanding in 
Steven Sp c1berg’$ 
Clo!>e Encounters of 
the Third Kind. 
They thought it was 
great science nelion. . 
It was really very 
close to being 
science fact. 
Nothing was rlos!.’r 

to the truth than the 
sequence where eng-ind cut out in 
the patb of a UFO. 
Jenny Randles 

claims there have 
been 1.000 W’O-re- 
lated car break- 
downs around the 
world durinf the 
past 30 years, nclud- !.nit" 60 in Britain. 
One night, in Leve- 

land. Texas. in 1957

Jenny-"The tTuth is being hidden." 
WEIRD, UI’I- I By CHRIS MOORE 

e rthly light 
in the forest 
puuled the 

se~urity patrol ot (I 
Suffolk air bose. 
Thrl:c men \vent to 

invest {ate and ~am(: facE! to !ace with 
what they are con. vince-d was a UFO.

J-~k It A .,"i ’f"’- 
j _A 

I ()r::. t(
.....y~ Uf.,.. ~’~."". 
. ’1’\ . ’.’ 

n 
."

,.. "~~"’ti.

~"i ~.’ ... .,;:.{~ .’

that night in Decem- 
ber, 1980, in Rend/c. 
sham .Forest has 
never been satisfac- 
torily explained by 
the J’l llii>lry oj De- 
fence, 
Author Jenny Randles 

chums this is part of a 
mas!; ve cover-up of UFO 
sightings in Britain. 
In 1982. the MoD 

announced It was going 
to re)ease the thousands 
of UFO repQrts collccted 
over the !a..~t 25 years. 
But 18 months later, 

the decision was sudden- 
ly reversed. 
The Mi.r stry wrote to 

Jennv Randles claiming 
it n w had "neither. the 
money nor the st.aff" to 
publis.h the repQrts. 
At first, the MoD re-

Support - Lord Hill.Norton

Pedro Stlueedo was 
driving his trock 
into town. Sudetenly 
there was a flash. an 
o b je c t h u r tI e d 
tbroulih the sky and 
his lights and eng;ine 
died. 
But once the tor- 

pedo-shaped object 
streaked away thl" 
engine re-started. 
,More report~ 

flooded in to the 
police and as u~tlal. 
the cover-up machin- 
ery went into actiun, 
An investigator from 
the PentaJ;"cn was 
soon on the s<,cne. 
interviewing wit. 
nesses. 
He decided 

witnesses had 
seen "str...ak 
n F{".

I 
I 

! _.____1

lhl’ 
nJ1h; 

lil’hi.

t \
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of silence -- What. the Ministry of Defence tol~ cutho~ J-ell~Y R;~dles ~~ tll admit that avy. even clalmed 11 "’^d 

~w.!’Ig unusual happen.:<1 seen alien bel 
e 
al 

,... tnese were raci1oactive. 

,1t !tAr Woodbridge m.,ar side the cr~’ The MoD would never 

Ips1i\~ch m 1980. large.cved creatures 
’ have publicly acknowl. 

Tl’wt was in :-::,jte of pended in rays or Iig;tWt- ~g~ the ,Incident but. 
t~(’ .nct that DO:l’.EII:S or . ,r ru"nenc:a S Freedom of 

liS amncn st.atinned at 
Information Act. 

! (iC OIL’!’ rcported seeing 
. Under this legislation, 

’, mysu,ry craft th t 
N the follow- Colonel Halt’s memo was 

r,lI!’hL, inj:;’ day, the eventuallY released 

LL’1~ .Cc1onel Charles 
tite wnere, the R.elUCttly the. MoD 

1 Ha", the Deputy Com. ’ object had been first 
WM forced to admIt th~v 

~,~!1.f)r’r fit neight-,ouri g seen was inspected 
had Been a c:opy at the 

".d Ber,~w ters- thoroughly. 
tune, but stJll they reo 

"r;’ ,’Jer Amr:r1can basI’ 
fused to comment. It was 

’’’jJ.,:;,.c:J :.: rid I>un-hk
Three depr(>~s!o!1S were onl} when the story 

"i ,;/’;" Ihrou.m the trec. 
f’Jund in the soU-and reached the British Press 

"’:1<,; T.’SA!" Win" COI:,". 
al’cordlng to colonei the}’ were stung into 

; ~.inuer Oordon Willi~s H1!lt’s report to the US ~ct.ion. 
. i’.J.r Force Department, Every effort was made

,.

iN July 1947, a young M::’ omcer 
Serving In th:~ Un!t.ed States was 
drIvmg >icross the mid.west. He 
switched on the radio and heard 
i xch.t::d newsreaders teUiI1~ th<: story 
of a space~hip crashing in New 
MexIcO. 
That RAP’ officer WM Hughie 

Qreen, later to find TV fame. He was 
tra,nsflxed by MWS of t.he, alien 
!andi!1(t and waited eagerly for ellch 
bu)wtln, 
Yet when he arriVed at his 

de~;tinatiO:1, the story had 
d\soppcared from the he:;dUnes. 
A!reJi\ Y the authorities were throw. in~ UP a w"i: of secrecy around the 

! O(’lrh~nt, The wredmge, they said 
was a "weatber balloon", 

’ 

\ 
But t.~e, man who discovered the deb::i.s talke of a shim’ d111C aoo\\t 

;)() Itd with! He clalmed that n~rby 
were bodes we9.rtUIi silvery suits. 

I Tt".cy were omy t..N:t’ feet tall. 
M>"’~ 1..... 11>< IIf’O c~".pi.r.q ., J...., Ib... ,... (lIW1"I",’ Ptt". ..101f.;) ,

(.n ..!J"’r:!,n;:~.l1 th’" ~ 
T w Ihtsnmg Jq iis m t.he 
forest were hastily ex. 
plamed M beams from 
the Orford Ness light- 
house five miles away, 
This would mean that 

dozens of US ser>iccmen 
at the two, kntses had 
been reduced to pawc by 
something they saw 
every night. 

, The mysterious depres- 
alOns 111 the forest were 
rabbit holes. No explana.. 
tion wm; offered on how 
Sulfolk rabbits had sud. 
?enJy become radioac. 
"lve. 

D T seems ineon- 
" ceivable that the 
MoD received a 

memo from’ a high- 
ranking USAF offi- 
cer-a memo listing 
h ~selr among the 
wItnesses-yet decid- 
ed DO action was 
n ded. . 

They could hardly’ 
have’ believed Colonel 
Halt hat! mvolved him- 
$clf in ~ mon.or.rous hQax. 
How cOuld they have 

turne their b" k!\ 011 

tap",.,. ITem radar stations 
tradnr,g the arrival!nd . 

dtp.lrture of the uniden- 
tli1ed intruder? 

, 
It Is impossible to be. 

heve that no investiga- 
tion took place. ~ memo from Colo-

.."
m;.tdL\ AI~Y invi.’~u~ ’.1.; 
nl1LSl have pnxlue~’ 
elusions. Wh.l 

. they? 
For there i~ no doub; 

that the MoD nOF. 
probe UFO sightings, 
HousewHe ’Lyn sey 

Kent _ ’remembers being questioned by a Mirustrv 
Intelligence officer aft
she f’.nd iii. friend saw a 
str&lge, egg-like objeet 
near her bpme when she 
was 10 years old. 
."We were out sledging 

wnen this object sudden. 
1’1 landed ahead of us" 
said Lynsey, 22 of BoJ. ,... 
ton.Le-Sands, ’Lane-a- 
sture _ 
"We went to hllve a 

doseI’ look and it tool( 
olf," 
Jenny Randles, autl10r 

of The UFO Conspiracy 
says: "The truth abou
UFOs .Is being hIdden 
-lor wnat.ever rea.,on. 

,.It may be that UF06 
art: ::lien devices and the 
powers, that be see no 
wtly to cope. 
"Bluff and bluster 

1’!1r.l1t se<:m it good r{>- 
s;:muse whcn fu<::cd ...it!! 
a magical teehnolo :’," 
Jenny’s call for an end 

to the cover. up hM b(’,’!1 
backed by AdmIral of 
the. Fleet l,ord Hill 
Nonon. 

ii’oUowing a Hou!;!’ of

Lords debate on UFOs in ply must have happenca 
191\2. the formet Chief of here too." he I>aYs, 
the Defence $ ta!1 called 
on the Government to But t.’e Government 
come clear. with the pub. steadfastly rcfu:>es to do 
lie. so. The MoD continues 

By this time, thanks to 
to pretend tt.at fiO s\lch 

the US Freedom or InfoI" 
invest.igation hm; ever 

mation Act. be ’\I/IIS taken ph.l(:e: 
aware of tJFO research’ ’’’l’h-’’.~ n~t’!’;’ 
by the CIA and FBI, 

..,...., V h’U 

"What we W nt is for 
witkin the Ministl1j of 

our 0\1."11 Government to 
Defence .[.01’ the study 

tel! us the results of an 
of UFOs, 18 the Mmi..~- 

invest.igation which aim- try’s standard repLy. 

Have you seen UFO? 
Write to: UFOs, Room ’513, Sunda)’ Mirror ,Holborn 
Circus, London ECII’ lDQ. 

’

THE skies over 
Washington State on 
A’merlca’s western 
seaboard were cry- 
stat clear. 

It was June 24, 
1947, the day a new 
phrase joined the 
Englisb language 
_Flying SAucers. 
Kenneth Arnold 

was 32, a successful 
businessman and a 
sktUed private pilot. 

A US Army-Air 
Force transport 
plane had gone 
down ill the moun- 
tains. Arno1l1, bead- 
ing home to Boise., 
Idaho, had detoured 
to join the hunt. 
He never did find 

the m in~ aircraft. 
But he Sllfbted no

fewer tban ntne mYS- 
terious flying b- 
jecu.. Strung out in II. 
long line, the flat. 
tened crescen t. 
shaped discs. new in 
strict formation like 
a flock of met.aliic’ 
geese, 
"The)’ skIpped 

through the atmo- 
sphere in the Slime 
way you might cast 
a saucer across a 
pool of calm waier," 
he reported. 
. The phrase stuck. 
’Flying Saucers leapt 
stra!cht into the 
headl!nes. 
The Government 

WlIsn’t cOJlvinced. 
Official US records 
list the Arnold inci. 
dent as a "mirage."

." ,,’ , 
a police consta. 

t es re, WM nearing 
the end of his shift an guider! hi!; 
patrol car around’ the outskirts of Todmorden. Just. after 5 am he saw lights 
ahead of him. "Too early for II bus" 
he thought. AI> he drew closer his 
eyes widened. The lights were com. 
ing from a dome.shaped object 
circled by windows. It ho,’ered 
soundlessly, just above the rc..d. 
His car engine cut out. and as 

Godfrey stared in disbelief the UFO 
rose sharply and disappeared, In his 
report later, he found he could not 
account for 15 minutes of hiS shift. 
When he submitted to hypnosis, 

he recaned belng taken on board the 
cr!!ft wMre he encountered aJieru; 
with grey-white faces who snoke 
telepathically, 

. 

Godfr"y was forbidden by the 
West Yar!tshire police force to dis. 
cuss these events of Novemb<:r 28 
1980.’ 

’

.....

i ?,

The National Archives
UFO file release
Claim in a newspaper article that ‘a man from the government’ visited two young girls in Leeds who reported seeing a UFO landing DEFE 24/1929/1: page 172 and DEFE 24/1930/1: page 184. MoD asks the journalist if he can ascertain the name of the mysterious official DEFE 24/1930/1 pages 184 and 191.
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Cutting from the Sunday Mirror 17 May 1987 quoting the Admiral Lord Peter Hill-Norton, a former Chief of Defence Staff, who had become a UFO believer on retirement from the MoD. Hill-Norton, who died in 2003, later became a champion of the UFO movement and tabled a number of Parliamentary Questions on UFOs and the Rendlesham Forest incident in the House of Lords.



Ne.w~
"

. _.’~----’ ...._- .~.M;;.15. 1 f’~,-~
y

.’. 

.1’
. 1’-"’. ~.

’Attitudes to 
UFOs are now 
chang 

$ 

g. on- 
believers are a 
minority. The 
gove ent 
a

. 
t8 no g 
os sible e 0 

’. . 
1S lID

bect. to do what it did. We have 
\ t() expand om thinking. .. 
, To this end, ~ is to be a 
I LoodonSymposiumOnUFOsat 

: the Royal W~er Hotel on . June 6 when the im to be 
debated will include: . What is a Rying Saootr? . Whem do they come from? . When, if ever. will they Wid 

openly ~ us? . How long IUlve they been 
coming to Earth? 
The Aetberius Society. who 

are atq:ing it, det::hIre: "Rc=rt 
opinion polls in Great Britain au.d the USA s.bow that non- ~in ~ life 
ere now in the minority." 
The Society I ~ that 

"offi bodiet tbroUghoirt the 
world have fallen sbon of all 
e:r:peetA1iom in coping with this 
Yitally importam ad exci
mbj<<Jt aver the y .. 

iUchard LaW’mICC is among 
H the ~ who ~ the. ~ BritiIIb MiDisttY of Defence’ 

. ~ partY to II global cover-up ving the R~ tmItbe~. 
"Andrei Gtomyko Oftal dis- ~ a reporting sigb.ti.ng by 

dedaring t1m the report must 
baVe come from aD Olympic 
Games t.hro’Wer wOO failed to ~ his O’\W ~," 
Riclw’d rec;o’II:1tS. "T’he ~ 
are less cerW.o !lOW." 

It _ in Czarist RUSII on 
JU!!1C 30. 1908, that one of the 
most cievutating mysteries of all 
time ~ 
On that day, in the Tnnp

regioo of fu’berla. htIndre of ~ miles of fomt were oblit- 
erated WMn. ~ to ’Wit- 

bright, ~ ~~intbesky. . 
. t: detonation was he200 
miles away. Tremors ..%e ~enced on diztmt oem- 
tine:!’1t$ and the night sky glowed 
10 brightly over’ Landon t 

people could &eO well ~ to 
tead their papc .- 
Had p1Lmet Earth coUided with 

II blAck hole? Or W\’i$ the’ fiery 
object .. doomed Iili.en spl’
craft? a has yet to be 
provided. .The’~ of ourCIiVD Min- 

of ~, ~. rinua. to eD$pente bclievW 
. io this coantry. The M istry is 

d to have j\,ClCWJlulated an 
enormous vol of UFO evi. 
dence over the p&$t 40 years, 1mt 
clecline& to releae it. 
There UiI! even rsugge5loos 

that some of it may be.ve been wii.fu1ly destroyed. 
One of the UFO batl call- 

C:rI!, hotelier Keooeth Small of 
TOI’C:I’OI, South ~, told of 
what bappened when be was in 
the RAP and based at TangmeIC 
io Sussex..

XTRA TERRESTRIALS are watch- 
ing over us - and they are friendly. 

_ That is the conviction of Richard Law- 
rence, the 33 year-old Londoner sitting 
at the end of the country’s first UFO 

hotline- 
He set up tho service, r.m from an office in the Fuliwn 

Road, becau..~ "one in &even people in this country have 
experien.ced sightings and we want them to feel they can 
talk about it without fear of ridiac." So far there h~e 
been 300 caJ.h;. 
One concerned 11 manifesu.tion over W’unbledon. .’1’Wo wit- ~S, c.alling independently of eacl:I other. ~bed a tri!.Wg11- 

lar-shaped aaft. blue in colour and as big as It London buS. They 
calc:Wated its height at l.5OOft. Mo~, it~ visible; 
for 30 s.coonds, tben v:mi.sbcd. 
"Some UFOs can be explained 

away," R d, a graduate of 
Hull Univet’!lty. reasons, "but 
faa tbat tI!& OM de~ 
means it aumot have becu of ter- ~ origin. 
"Meteori doll’! stop mmid- 

air. SI!Itellit.es sticlt to fixed f()I,t- 
tell. Ban Uptain; hm’dlY ever ~. At~ ~ 
iJF()s are clwIging. 

"EvetI the British G-ovem- 
mem ~ oothing it. ~ 
DIe. "Ihe fa.c:t that wmething ~ unbclievable do<:m’t 
mean it aumot happen. If that 
VIti 10, we wouldn’t have 
clcctri.

, , 

By JOHN 11 .!Y1:l’!~~ \1 
m’O<;ant about thi IISSUl’I1Pticn 
tbAt the only S!:!Jtient life in!he 

’ 
universe is to be fomId on this pi.tmet; tbat it :!I11l$t be cmi:Icm- 
baled; t\nIt it must be humanOid. 

"It is this kind of egocentricity 
tbm1 forced Galilee to r=t. He _ left friendlCS$ an ill. Yet all 
M had said W\U tlullt 1\’e are DOt lit 
the centre of ~ universe. and M 
W rigI1t. "’Was the Sw of Bethlehem re.any a sUr? It couldn’l Mve

~.114! \- 7 t.<".

; .- . ,’,. .. ...HOU ter 
Met~,_.r 

. 
Marl\: iVs claimed to 

h~:’l<’_, "’t.(...;:’’G ~’’’’’-’’~l’’ac~~d by "a 
slighuy !)au~i-.si1apeA object 
which v.:ered off, came back and 
vanbe.d. ~ 

@ 1t was Kenneth SaWI, an 
! orderly in the CO’s office, who 
I typed out their evidence. One 

copy WIlli sent to FJ.ghter Com- mmd. Later. Small says, he_~ ~.to bum his copy in the 
mc:W bin in the office. 

. \.. "’" _ ""h< ’_.’ p<riod ~ for UFO a v - and 
o ooeptjcism. 
"Evidence from the Fifties 

, Bhould have been available 
under the Thirty Years Rule by 
now," Richard J..,aw.rencc says, 
"but the MoD say they lad the 
sta1i and the rcsouroes to rclease 
it. "’The Americans are much 
more open. The Federn! Avia- 
tion Office has just released 300 
pap of data ronceming a sigbt- 
mg over Alaska last November. 
"A Japanese airline pilot with 

V years cxperieDce and twO of 
his acw saw twO objectS the size 
of tanken ~ their c:raft. 
"Ihe objects were tracl.:ed 00 
radar. USAAF jets were 
IICI’M1bled. The plane had to 
alter course. 
"1 pajd200 dollm-sfor II ropy of 

this report. There is no rsugges- 
tioof drugs, alcohol or balIuci- 
II&timI$. "Ihe three men are still 
flying. Them is even evidence 
that Ameriam jets have tired at 
UFOs," 
As 10ng ago 8$1968, on the eve 

of the ApoUo n:tQOI.1Sbot. pro- ~, the physia clepa.rtment 
of the Amerir::an airfora: publicly 
a ledged the feility of 
visita ons from other worlds. 
The depanmcnt noted "’1he 

UFO phenomenon appears to 
have been global in nature for a.\mO$t SQ,OOO years," md t\nIt "= majority of \mOwn wit- ~ have tteen rcli&ble ~ ..people." )\ ~ Its n:port concludJ:d: "’1’his )- 
leaves us with the unpleasant 
,possibility of WI:! visitorS to onr 
’ptanct, or at ~ of 8iien OOD- 
trolled UFOs." 
hta fC11’I,m"kabi.e, but little ~ ~ drafted by the 

Pl’JutagOO in 19ud~d 
m W~ by Dr BriaD :t 
Q.iffcrd, Us ci~ were 
advi.sed that cooUlCt with enra ~ or their vel’vnI!I "3.tric- illegal." . 

A civilian found guilty of 5Ucl1 
. ~ faoes one yar in prison /I. fino of 5,000 dollars. A ser~ ~ 1.’/’OO.ld be. locked up frs 
twO yeats and fined twic.e S$ much. The USA, clearly, ~ 
the alietlS to be bornlle. R.iI:!Wd ~ and oilier 
be1i;eve~ !bey are ’#<"100& to 
do so. "Utbey were bo$tile, we’d 
!:now about it," be says. "With 
tbcir superior teclmology they 
would have dcsuoyed tIS by OO’W. 
They would have Wided. ""They haven’t tw.’Ided, in 001’ 
opiniO!1. becaWlt’i they don’t WaDt 
wi1lpmiczmdfear. Nor will 
they Wid in a climate in wbicb 
their w::ry ~.will be 
denied. "’The aliem.&ren’t i~lIlists. lP~1.~--



......~
’We cannot com to COI\C1US1O
jJont them by our standards.". 

, But if and when they land, will 
it be in saucers? R c.ba:td ~W- 
mu:c winces at thewnrd.lt IS, he 
says. so mundane. It doem’t do 
the e justice. 
"I prefer the sanscrit word - 

VIlftQ1ll.l - wbic:b meaD tlying 
celestial chariot," he says. "Only 
Wcacerners call them Bying 
guars. The TibetaDS call them 
pearls in the sky." 
4& AETHERlUS: One who 

travels in the ethers of spa. . UFO HOTLINE: (01) 731- 
1094. The line is II1IUIBCd daily 
from lOam untillOpm. .

. -..--.- - ~.~.

. SatvnI" Mr’; . ~ ~~7
THE GUARDIAN .-~~" ~i~e~~ J?:ublic ,*lith ~ 
}t::-~lnJ.:t1ip g~ vidence b 
,,,~ . - .. . - ., 

Sir. .... Your mport aJ y neither did we all go into "Q.3)0J1 the :new -lMdence British (or Russian) intelli. 
; about MIS phone-t4pping gence.. 
omits the tw’ main 1’8SSona . . 
why wem CND considered it . Two pep~e who descnbed 
important ’that this. evidence ~. their, expnenoes in the 
shoUld’ De U~ and’;" Oxford undergraduate paper 
therefore naased it to Da.lB Isis in 1958. were .imp1jsoned 
Cam bel1&voUr: MP. ’. ’" under the OffiCIal Secrets 

p vours..’ " - Act. And leveral others - 
The is tlutt the pr’OC/I" ,;;, including William 

dure by which M15 prov1.,"i HetherlngtOn and myulf - 
the Home Secret:arY with1in" . became :active in the peace 
formation on whil’:b he : ....: ~ movement. partly a r Ult 
cides to 1ssue. a ’wat’t’lintito-:."of ,nur experiences during 
tap somoone’, tel], nonft.,"1s, 

" 

,’,~ Naticmal Service and, our 00. 
one wbicl1 make&, ,all. too.:>Io..lIer’Wtion of the tnte1Ugence 
easy for MIfj to &ct and ’/ world-.. 
filter the information that ,Nicolas Walter. . 
the tnlnister gets, and thus. to 

., as lslington High Street. 
’ 

: _ abus& ita powers for political London Nl. . 

l purposes. , "...:.J:;.’" . :. 

. -. . The ~ ~ thit.:~;t1f !!W r.:-Althoush,’,I.apt I*"l’Y 
Guaid1att ~ n:’M’.8 ’;. that the GOV1i!1"WI18I1t s threat 
an f Iih~w~"ti..lli~;,~;.;,to. prosecute ,the. BBC:.undet’ ch.a’Dp.’ of’ ’thII<.\iel:ticnht’hioh ~:;: the Oficl;al S Act 
alleiedlYorganldd 

" 

the (Guard1an,~ May: .12) ~ de. 
smear . 19n ag Ii. 

. pnve us or an innocUoUa and 
. 

tic1ans ~t.W5 :191Da ~d ~lea!1ng memoir of the Joint 
WhiOh~< as ~2n’lte ,’,’ in tap. Services S

h, 
001 for! 1’..1ngu

. , .._~. ""... - 8II inst1tution for which 
pIng. ." fUU!.u:1J’1\1 1...... - its middle-a altm:U11 retain 
the ’Y~ I) ,:the l1Iit :a1sctian considerabie aft’ection - 1t is - ~.hOW been ~~ some consolation to see that as n-ad.Yiser ~ ,this election the authorities have not lost year. their sure touch for the 
Our concern is that t.’1e absurd.. 

1983 tappingo( CND tele- 
phones. which was unjustifi. a.ble beCause it was outside 
the Government’s own gui,de- 
lines Cor the issUe of tele- 
phone intercept wa.mmts, 
may now be resumed or increasect. 
The evidence wh11’:b we 

have lod~ with ParJ.lament 
adds weight to the already 
substanti case for an in- 
quiry Into the activit.. ef’ the . ’ ecurlty services. - Yours. 
faithfUlly, ’ 

Paul JohDa. . 

CND 
Lo on Nl.

Sir,:"’!t is indeed trUe, as . Harry D. Wa~’ flays (Let- 
ters. May 14) that not all the 
people who teamed RUSSian 
during National Service In 
the 1950i were sent to uni. 
versitY. as suggested in your or.Ig1n&l ~P9rt about the 
aborted Ese, documenW’Y programme. 
Many of UII were sent from 

RussUm to radio counts, and 
then posted to British mill. 
tarY bues abroad in Ger. 
many, Austria, ,CYPrtUI, and 
Iraq - where we monitored 
Russian radio tramc as a 
part of the Signals lnte1l
gence system. Hence’ no 
doubt, the, reaction, tiC the 
MtnistrY or Defence to tb1! 
programme. 

It h ilia true. as H D. 
War;sonsays. that not <ill of 
us ; becam intellectuals: but

I have fond memories of’ 
the occasion on which an 
officer called the members of 
my course together 80 that, 
because Of certa1n new duties 
that hEl expJain , we wUld 
sign the omcia.l Secrets Act. 
I have long since forgotten 
any .. secrets" he imParted 
to us. mainly I suspect be- 
cause he revealed them with 
all the mystifying indirect. 
nesa of It housemastr wtI.t11- 
Lng us of sex. 
What ,Ida remember is’ 

that our solemn initiation 
,and subscription took plaC. in It classroom fUll of el . 
cat eqUlpment and that, at 
the d of the procead1ngs. 11 
technician in overalls 
crawled out ihm1 under one 
of the benches. 

It we clear that he had 
been Prt throughout and 
that the officer ’Was faced 
with a situation his ~ 
had not eqUlpped him for: 
sacraments are. I suppose, 
imtverslble and it must have 
seemecl to him mucll as though., for 1’Gas011!I of n:
taken identity, the wrong 
man badbeen,nade Pop
What to: do or The teclmi- 

clan wu remov under gua.rc\ and. for all I know, 
may ba’ve had to’ be abet or " 
made head of h1l5.-Yours 
sincerely. 
Michael Sbeldon. 
1114 E lhs.m ROIi.d. 
Norwich.

.

.’" -------

~
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Pages 189 - 202: This section of the file contains a full copy of BUFORA’s 1986 publication ‘Mystery of the Circles’, a pamphlet co-authored by Jenny Randles and Paul Fuller on the crop circle mystery. It concluded that the majority of the circles were created by a meteorological phenomena, localised whirlwinds, a theory initially promoted by Dr Terence Meaden of the Tornado and Storm Research (TORRO).
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1.~A.H~s~Drical 

Review 

of 

the 

Mystery 

Circles

The 

West 

Country 

mystery 

circles 

can 

trace 

their 

origin 

back 

at 

least 

as 

Far 

as 

August 

1980. 

There 

are 

some 

persistent 

local 

rumours 

that 

rings 

or 

circles 

of 

flattened 

crop 

appeared 

suddenly 

and 

inexplic- 

ably 

in 

oat, 

wheat 

and 

barley 

Fields 

throughout 

Hampshire 

and 

Wiltshire 

up 

to 

Forty 

years 

before 

that. 

However. 

1980 

marks 

the 

start 

of 

media 

attention. 

which 

has 

continued 

unabated 

ever 

since 

and, 

indeed. 

seems 

to 

have 

grown 

in 

intensity. 

When 

new 

circles 

are 

Found 

between 

May 

and 

August 

every 

summer 

(as 

they 

have 

been 

for 

six 

successive 

years) 

the 

news 

often 

reaches 

national 

and 

international 

sources. 

There 

is 

a 

simple 

reason 

why 

we, 

as 

representatives 

of 

the 

British 

UFO 

Research 

Association, 

are 

involved 

in 

the 

production 

of 

this 

report. 

The 

circles 

have 

turned 

UP 

in 

fields 

close 

to 

or 

in 

the 

general 

vicinity 

of 

Warminster - 
a 

hive 

of 

UFO 

folklore 

in 

the 

mid 

sixties. 

This 

Fact. 

beyond 

all 

others. 

has 

created 

a 

definite 

hype 

which 

sees 

these 

marks 

regarded 

as 

ground 

iraces 

left 

by 

a 

landing. 

or 

hovering, 

spacecraFt. 

Natura1ly, 

this 

is 

an 

extreme 

suggestion. 

The 

main 

question 

we 

must 

ask 

immediatelY 

is 

whether 

it 

has 

any 

validity 

whatsoever. 

If 

not. 

then 

attendant 

questions 

will 

concern 

other 

possible 

solutions 

for 

this 

modern 

day 

enigma. 

Sections 

2 

and 

3 

of 

this 

publication 

will 

deal 

with 

the 

surprising 

variety 

of 

explanations 

that 

have 

been 

proposed. 

Paul 

Fuller. 

as 

the 

regional 

investigations 

co-ordinator 

for 

BUFORA 

based 

in 

the 

centre 

of 

the 

zone 

of 

activity. 

will 

review 

these 

options 

and 

offer 

guidelines. 

But 

he 

will 

not 

endeavour 

to 

persuade 

you 

that 

anyone 

idea 

is 

more 

valid 

than 

any 

other. 

The 

choice 

must 

be 

yours. 

In 

conclusion, 

I 

will 

summarise 

the 

only 

truly 

scientific 

investigation 

of 

this 

phenomenon. 

the 

research 

of 

meteorologist 

- 

Dr 

Terence 

Meaden. 

He 

first 

became 

involved 

within 

davs 

of 

the 

first 

~sightings’ 

in 

1980. 

His 

careful. 

methodical 

work 

has 

been 

the 

subject 

of 

numerous 

pages 

in 

the 

scientific 

literature: 

although 

it 

has 

been 

widely 

ignored 

by 

the 

general 

public. 

With 

Dr 

Meaden’s 

kind 

support 

and 

co-operation, 

I 

will 

attempt 

to 

explain 

in 

layman’s 

terms 

precisely 

what 

he 

believes 

to 

be 

the 

resolution 

to 

this 

question. 

However, 

it 

is 

impossible 

to 

discuss 

these 

circles 

without 

seeing 

them 

in 

historical 

context. 

The 

manner 

in 

which 

the 

first 

reports 

spawned 

others 

and 

the 

mystery 

than 

grew 

into 

a 

major 

source 

of 

intrigue 

and 

fascination 

has 

to 

be 

set 

out. 

Only 

then 

will 

you 

be 

equipped 

to 

Judge 

the 

theories 

on 

their 

merits 

and 

make 

up 

your 

own 

mind 

about 

who 

(or 

what) 

is 

responsible. 

The 

Wiltshire 

Times. 

15 

August 

1980, 

seems 

to 

have 

been 

the 

first 

location 

to 

mention 

the 

affair. 

It 

reported 

how 

a 

farmer 

named 

John 

Scull 

had 

discovered 

two 

circles 

in 

his 

oat 

field 

beneath 

the 

famous 

Westbury 

White 

Horse 

hill - 
a 

very 

popular 

Wiltshire 

tourist 

attraction. 

Next 

day, 

a 

new 

Bristol 

UFO 

group 

NUFORA 

(shortly 

to 

be 

renamed 

PROBE) 

went 

to 

investigate. 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

and 

Mike 

Seager 

interviewed 

the 

farmer, 

took 

measurements, 

and 

obtained 

samples 

of 

the 

affected 

crop. 

It 

transpired 

that 

there 

had 

originally 

been 

three 

circles. 

The 

first 

had 

been 

discovered 

as 

early 

as 

the 

third 

week 

in 

May 

and 

had 

been 

obliterated 

when 

the 

field 

which 

contained 

it 

was 

harvested. 

Mr 

Scull 

had 

thought 

little 

of 

this 

until 

the 

next 

two 

materialised, 

both 

in 

an 

adjacent 

field 

but 

approximately 

400 

feet 

apart 

from 

one 

another. 

They 

did 

not 

appear 

at 

the 

same 

time. 

The 

first 

was 

found 

an 

the 

morning 

of 

21st-July 

1980 

and 

the 

second 

ten 

days 

later. 

They 

were 

only 

roughly 

similar 

in 

size 

(64.5 

and 

58.5 

feet 

in 

diameter). 

Neither 

were 

perfect 

circles 

(Or 

Meaden 

measured 

their 

eccentricities 

as 

80 

% 

and 

93 

% 

respectively). 

Samples 

of 

soil 

and 

flattened 

cereal 

were 

taken 

with 

the 

farmer’s 

permission 

for 

analysis 

at 

Bristol 

University. 

No 

radiation 

was 

present, 

and 

no 

definable 

unusual 

chemical 

effects 

were 

detected.

,.
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In 

his 

initial 

account 

(published 

by 

PROBE 

Report 

Vol 

1 

No 

2 

Sept 

80) 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

noted 

that 

"UFOs 

are 

not 

ruled 

out, 

(buO 

ne

her 

lare 

they) 

readi 

ly 

accepted 

as 

an 

easy 

answer." 

They 

wel’e 

sufficiently 

interested 

to 

proceed 

with 

their 

investigation 

but 

recognised 

"further 

enquiries 

may 

establish 

their 

cause 

... 

they 

may 

be 

explained 

away 

naturally." 
There 

was 

some 

local 

media 

interest 

and 

the 

close 

geographical 

proximity 

between 

Westbury 

and 

Warminster 

was 

soon 

spotted. 

Sightings 

of 

"The 

Thing", 

as 

it 

had 

become 

called, 

were 

rife 

from 

1964 

onwards 

- and 

assorted 

lights 

turned 

the 

area 

(which 

also 

boasts 

the 

Stonehenge 

monument 

and 

massive 

army 

training 

grounds 

on 

Salisbury 

Plain) 

into 

a 

hippy 

tourist 

attraction 

during 

the 

’flower 

power 

era’. 

UFOs 

were 

one 

of 

the 

’in’ 

subjects 

of 

the 

occult 

revival 

and 

Warminster 

regularly 

hosted 

skywatches 

on 

local 

hills 

(especially 

’Cradle 

Hill’ 

- which 

is 

a 

sort 

of 

UFOlogical 

time 

capsule 

with 

grafitti 

and 

historical 

mementos). 

It 

is 

no 

exaggeration 

to 

say 

that 

people 

came 

from 

allover 

the 

world 

just 

to 

see 

the 

place 

where 

UFOs 

appeared. 

Local 

journalist 

Arthur 

Shuttlewood 

earned 

himself 

a 

small 

degree 

of 

fame 

and 

fortune 

by 

writing 

books 

about 

the 

latest 

sightings 

(with 

evocative 

titles 

such 

as 

"The 

Flying 

Saucerers"). 

UFO 

groups 

came 

and 

went, 

and 

a 

few 

local 

experts 

(such 

as 

Ken 

Rogers 

of 

the 

British 

UFO 

Society) 

tried 

hard 

to 

preserve 

the 

mystique 

when 

the 

bubble 

burst 

and 

the 

si~htings 

faded. 

And 

so 

- the 

media 

asked 

- was 

"The 

Thing" 

from 

Warminster 

about 

to 

make 

its 

proud 

return? 

Doubtless 

there 

were 

many 

local 

UFO 

spotters 

(not 

to 

mention 

tourist 

offices) 

who 

keenly 

hoped 

so. 

Like 

all 

nine 

day 

wonders 

the 

1980 

story 

died. 

There 

were 

no 

UFO 

sightings. 

No 

more 

rings 

turned 

up. 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

(having 

worked 

with 

Dr 

Meaden) 

ventured 

a 

natural 

explanation 

(which 

only 

the 

Wiltshire 

Times 

bothered 

to 

mention). 

That, 

it 

seemed 

likely, 

was 

that. 

But 

then 

exactly 

one 

year

ater 

the 

saga 

blossomed 

again. 

Three 

more 

circles 

were 

discovered 

at 

Cheesefoot 

Head, 

near 

Winchester 

in 

Hampshire. 

They 

looked 

very 

similar 

to 

those 

at 

Westbury 

- with 

the 

exception 

that 

these 

three 

were 

all 

together 

in 

one 

straight 

line 

across 

a 

single 

field. 

Ken 

Rogers 

of 

BUFOS 

was 

fast 

to 

the 

scene. 

He 

had 

promoted 

the 

1980 

circles 

in 

the 

short 

lived 

national 

news 

magazine 

"Now", 

claiming 

them 

to 

be 

created 

by 

a 

UFO. 

In 

the 

Southern 

Evening 

Echo, 

26th 

August 

1981, 

he 

insisted 

that 

the 

three-ring 

formation 

was 

further 

evidence. 

However, 

none 

of 

the 

1980 

or 

1981 

media 

attention 

induced 

anybody 

to 

report 

that 

they 

had 

actually 

seen 

any 

UFO 

that 

might 

personally 

have 

been 

responsible. 

A 

fact 

that 

doubtless 

saddened 

the 

ranks 

of 

both 

the 

press 

and 

UFO 

fanatics. 

Meanwhile 

local 

farmers 

were 

more 

concerned 

about 

vandalism, 

which 

they 

believed 

to 

be 

the 

cause. 

One 

land 

owner 

Giles 

Rousell 

(Southern 

Evening 

Echo 

28th 

August 

1981) 

identified 

the 

circles 

as 

the 

downwash 

of 

a 

twin-rotor 

helicopter! 

An 

MoO 

spokesman 

(true 

to 

form) 

would 

neither 

confirm 

nor 

deny 

this, 

but 

hedged 

his 

bets 

by 

saying 

that 

an 

American 

Chinook 

(a 

huge 

transport 

craft) 

could 

have 

been 

involved. 

At 

the 

same 

time 

Or 

Meaden 

advised 

PROBE 

that 

the 

similarities 

between 

the 

1981 

rings 

and 

the 

ones 

a 

year 

before 

were 

very 

marked. 

Again 

they 

were 

not 

perfect 

circles. 

Again 

they 

spiralled 

clockwise 

from 

a 

point 

not 

quite 

at 

the 

centre. 

He 

was 

sure 

that 

his 

weather-based 

theory 

still 

held 

good. 

PROBE 

Report 

Vol 

2 

No 

3 

(December 

1981) 

briefly 

discussed 

this 

and 

suggested 

that 

a 

watch 

be 

kept 

in 

July 

and 

August 

1982, 

because 

if 

Meaden 

was 

right 

then 

more 

circles 

would 

probably 

turn 

up.

UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE 

(UfO?)

I. 

On Monday 5 

Aug 1985 HI" 

Adrian Liddell of 

WESTOVER 

FARM, 

GOODWORTH, 

CLATfORD 

...ho 

farms near the 

AAC Centre, 

Middle Wallop 

telephoned 

to 

report 

some 

extraordinary 

depressions in a 

field of near 

ripe 

wheat, 

and 

asked, 

"What 

on 

earth 

...e (THE AAC) 

were up to now?" 

I took the 

Aircraft 

Act:ident 

Investigation 

Officer (AIfSO) Maj 

Garrow REME 

with me and went 

to 

inspec~ 

the 

scene.

2. 

The site, Grid 

Reference 

346392 was~ 

v<<rgin, 

un-weather 

damaged, 

near 

ripe 

field 

of wheat. 

We found the 

following:

a. An exactly 

circular hole 

in the wheat 

in 

which 

the 

wheat 

had 

been 

laid flat in 

a clockwise twist 

40 ft in 

diameter. 

(As 

if 

a 

plank 

had 

been put with 

one end at the 

centre and 

then 

swept 

round 

in 

a 

complete 

circle). 

There were one or 

two stalks of 

wheat 

standing 

which 

had 

sprung 

upright again. 

The wheat 

on the edge of 

the 

circle 

...as 

completely 

upright 

and undamaged. b. Four 

separate, smaller 

circles approx 

twelve 

feet 

in 

diameter, 

exactly 

similar to the 

larger one. 

These were set 

in 

a 

precise 

square, 

NORTH/SOUTH 

and EAST/WEST, 

with their 

centres 43 paces 

from 

the 

centre 

of 

the 

large 

circle.

C. There were 

absolutely 

no tracks in the 

wheat. 

To 

have 

set 

the 

holes 

in such a 

precise pattern 

manually would 

have 

required 

a 

tape 

measure 

or 

string, and 

the users would 

have been bound 

to 

leave 

tr~k8 
in 

the 

wheat.

d. All but 

one of the holes 

touched onto 

the 

main 

furrows 

in 

the 

wheat, 

and could 

therefore be 

approached .fro~ the 

edge 

of 

the 

field 

without 

leaving 

tracka. 

However there was 

no way of moving 

from 

one 

to 

the 

other 

without 

leaving tracks 

in the wheat. 

except by going 

some 

200 

yards 

to 

the 

edge 

of 

the field, and 

then back down 

another main 

furrow. 

One 

of 

the 

smaller 

hole~ was 

completely isolated.

3. 

Haj Garrow took 

~ome polaroid 

photographs 

which 

are 

included 

with 

this 

report. 

Mr SCOTT, 

a semi 

professional 

photographer, 

took 

sowe 

120rom 

colour 

photographs. I 

subsequently took 

HI" SCOTT and 

we 

photcgraphed 

the 

scene 

from 

the 

air. By that 

time some half 

a dozen 

sight-seers 

were 

on 

the 

scene 

and 

a 

track, 

which 

had not been 

there when we 

were on the 

ground, 

had 

been 

made 

out 

to 

the 

isolated hole.

4. i 

Present at the 

initial viewing 

"’ere:

Lt Col G J B 

EDGECOMBE AfC 

AAC 

Maj I Garrow 

REME 

Hr & Mrs A 

Liddell (Farmer 

Westover Farm) 

MI’ E B Scott 

(Farmer Redrice 

Farm) 

And two others None of us 

could offer any 

reasonable 

explanation.

G 

J 

B 

EDGECOMBE 

Lt 

Col 

802 

^vn 

Stds 

HQ 

DAAC

PROBE’s 

stance 

on 

this 

was 

admirable, 

particularly 

in 

view 

of 

the 

apparent 

desire 

of 

the 

local 

media 

to 

foster 

the 

UFO 

theory. 

As 

a 

relatively 

young 

group 

they 

had 

an 

unprecedented 

opportunity 

to 

gain 

free 

publicity. 

But 

they 

shunned 

it. 

Indeed, 

they 

had 

to 

Justify 

this 

to 

less 

cautious 

UFOlogists. 

In 

PROBE 

Report 

Vol 

2 

No 

4 

(March 

1982) 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

said 

..."even 

to 

suggest 

that 

the 

flattened 

circles 

were 

UFO
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landing 

nests 

is 

wildly 

speculative 

wishful 

thinking. 

without 

any 

foundation." 

No 

matter 

how 

many 

people 

would 

like 

to 

think 

that 

UFOs 

were 

responsible 

... 

any 

beliefs 

are 

unsupported 

and 

cannot 

be 

considered 

of 

value 

at 

present." 

They 

continued 

to 

champion 

the 

meteorological 

solution 

and 

publish 

comments 

and 

evidential 

material 

(including 

photographs) 

supplied 

by 

Dr 

Meaden. 

It 

must 

be 

emphasised 

that 

he 

was 

not 

a 

member 

of 

PROBE, 

nor 

in 

any 

sense 

a 

UFO 

investigator. 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

had 

bravely 

predicted 

that 

1982 

would 

bring 

mOI’e 

summer 

circles. 

However, 

this 

time 

the 

press 

did 

not 

report 

any. 

Does 

this 

mean 

that 

they 

had 

failed 

to 

appear? 

It 

would 

s

not. 

A 

reader 

of 

the 

Orbis 

’part-work’ 

"The 

Unexplained" 

(being 

sold 

weekly 

in 

stages 

and 

building 

up 

into 

a 

sort 

of 

encyclopedia 

of 

the 

paranormal) 

found 

a 

circle 

by 

chance 

on 

10th 

August 

1982. 

Not 

knowing 

about 

the 

media 

attention 

in 

the 

West 

Country 

they 

thought 

it 

might 

be 

significant. 

Indeed 

it 

was, 

but 

for 

a 

very 

interesting 

reason. 

When 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

went 

to 

visit 

it 

he 

found 

a 

second 

one 

in 

an 

adjacent 

field. 

This 

was 

even 

larger 

than 

the 

one 

reported 

to 

the 

magazine’s 

editor - 
being 

typical 

in 

size 

(about 

60 

feet 

diameter>. 

Both 

these 

single 

circles 

were 

again 

eccentric, 

again 

spiralled 

clockwise 

and 

again 

in 

the 

lee 

of 

a 

hill 

jutting 

UP 

from 

the 

generally 

flat 

terrain. 

However, 

this 

particular 

spot 

was ~ 
Hill - 
one 

of 

the 

most 

famous 

UFO 

skywatching 

points 

in 

Warminster 

itself! 

That 

the 

local 

media 

had 

missed 

this 

golden 

opportunity 

to 

push 

the 

UFO 

hype 

must 

have 

been 

very 

frustrating. 

Following 

consultation 

with 

Dr 

Meaden, 

PROBE 

Report 

concluded 

(Vol 

3 

No 

2 

October 

1982) 

"It 
is 

now 

time 

that 

the’ 

mystery’ 

be 

dropped 

from 

(the 

circles) 

definition, 

as 

they 

are 

seasonal 

as 

Christmas 

and 

regular 

as 

clockwork." 

In 

an 

attempt 

to 

make 

sure 

that 

no 

UFO 

investigators 

would 

again 

regard 

the 

circles 

as 

UFO 

created, 

Ian 

MrzyglOd 

wrote 

a 

detailed 

article, 

with 

colour 

photos, 

which 

he 

published 

at 

the 

start 

of 

1983 

in 

"The 

Unexplained" 

(Issue 

No 

121 - 
"As 

Round 

As 

Saucers"). 

Unfortunately, 

his 

efforts 

seem 

to 

have 

been 

largely 

wasted, 

as 

the 

summer 

of 

1983 

was 

to 

change 

the 

face 

of 

the 

entire 

affair. 

No 

less 

than 

ll9l
sets 

of 

circles 

turned 

up 

between 

May 

and 

August 

1983. 

Some 

(eg 

at 

Cley 

Hill 

Warminster 

where 

they 

appeared 

in 

May) 

were 

not 

made 

public. 

Farmer 

Brian 

Hocken 

said 

that 

the 

1982 

circles 

had 

attracted 

so 

many 

sight 

seers 

that 

much 

of 

his 

crop 

had 

been 

damaged. 

He 

had 

no 

desire 

of 

a 

repetition, 

and 

fortunately 

(due 

to 

the 

lie 

of 

the 

land) 

the 

Cley 

Hill 

circles 

were 

almost 

invisible 

from 

the 

adjacent 

road 

and 

needed 

an 

expert 

eye 

from 

well 

up 

the 

hill 

slope 

to 

pick 

them 

out. 

A 

set 

also 

appeared 

at 

Cheese 

foot 

Head, 

scene 

of 

the 

three 

ring 

pattern 

in 

1981. 

Indeed 

the 

location 

was 

almost 

exactly 

the 

same 

as 

two 

years 

earlier. 

According 

to 

Maurice 

Botting 

(manager 

of 

a 

nearby 

farm) 

the 

circles 

materia1ised 

overnight 

on 

Sunday 

19th 

June 

1983. 

A 

new 

location 

(Wantage 

in 

Oxfordshire) 

also 

sprouted 

rings 

(apparently 

on 

either 

the 

15th 

or 

16th 

July 

1983). 

However, 

most 

of 

the 

circles 

again 

focussed 

on 

the 

Westbury 

White 

Horse 

area. 

There 

were 

some 

flattened 

swathes 

of 

crop 

damage, 

a 

single 

circle 

and 

a 

major 

set 

all 

in 

one 

small 

area 

beneath 

the 

same 

hill - 

where 

of 

course 

the 

rings 

first 

came 

to 

attention 

in 

1980. 

However, 

the 

most 

dramatic 

thing 

about 

most 

of 

the 

1983 

circles 

(the 

main 

set 

at 

Westbury, 

plus 

those 

at 

C1ey 

Hill, 

Cheeseroot 

Head 

and 

Wantage) 

is 

that 

they 

were 

all 

five 

ring 

formations! 

Previously 

the 

most 

spectacular 

had 

been 

the 

triple 

alignment 

at 

Cheesefoot 

Head 

in 

1981, 

others 

had 

all 

been 

single 

rings. 

This 

new 

pattern 

was 

arranged 

with 

one 

large 

central 

circle 

(of 

the 

standard 

size - 
about 

50-60 

feet) 

and 

four 

’satellites’ 

on 

a 

compass 

point 

grouping 

around 

this. 

The 

satellites 

Were 

roughly 

of 

the 

same 

size 

(about 

15-20 

feet), 

but 

not 

identical 

size 

even 

within 

the 

same 

set. 

The 

tradition 

of 

appearance 

and 

clockwise 

spiralling 

were 

maintained 

despite 

these 

radically 

enhanced 

features. 

Naturally 

this 

wave 

of 

circles 

and 

their 

novel 

appearance 

woke 

up 

the 

local 

media. 

The 

Wiltshire 

Times 

(8th 

July 

1983) 

announced 

that 

"Theories 

buzz 

over 

corn 

circles" 

and 

that 

"UFO 

believers" 

were 

advising
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Page 

26: 

This 

is 

the 

written 

report 

submitted 

by Lt Col 

Edgecombe to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

during 

August 1985 

~egarding the 

Goodworth 

Clatford 

set. 

Reproduced 

with his kind 

permission. 

Page 

27: 

This 

is 

the 

1985 

Goodworth 

Clatfo~d 

circle set. 

photographed 

by 

’Daily 

Express’ 

photographer 

Chris Wood.

Printed 

by 

Emjay 

Reprographics, 

17 

Langbank Avenue, 

Rise Park, 

Nottingham 

NG5 5BU
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5. 

CONCLUSIONS

5

} 

they 

resembled 

"the 

landing 

pads 

of 

a 

giant 

flying 

saucer". 

A 

lot 

of 

ite 

daft 

theories 

were 

trotted 

out 

elsewhere 

in 

the 

press, 

including 

the 

mating 

habits 

of 

deers 

and 

hedgehogs 

(doing 

what 

was 

never 

clear!). 

But 

it 

was 

the 

UFO 

angle 

that 

was 

what 

the 

media 

believed 

the 

public 

wished 

to 

hear. 

So 

the 

Western 

Daily 

Press. 

9th 

July 

1983, 

told 

them 

to 

"Watch 

out! 

Martians 

are 

back!" 

Somewhere 

along 

the 

line 

the 

national 

press 

decided 

that 

this 

was 

now 

a 

story 

or 

two. 

So 

the 

Daily 

Express 

informed 

the 

whole 

of 

Britain 

all 

about 

the 

Westbury 

circles 

on 

11th 

July 

1983. 

That 

morning 

was 

one 

of 

the 

busiest 

of 

my 

life. 

The 

phone 

never 

stopped 

ringing 

as 

every 

newspaper 

in 

Fleet 

Street 

called 

me 

(in 

my 

capacity 

as 

BUFORA’s 

’Director 

of 

Investigations’) 

wanting 

to 

know 

had 

1 

heard 

about 

the 

"UFO 

landing". 

Patiently 

I 

explained 

the 

truth 

and 

that 

this 

was 

by 

no 

means 

a 

new 

phenomenon. 

My 

obvious 

lack 

of 

interest 

in 

speculating 

about 

giant 

spacecraft 

was 

met 

with 

varying 

degrees 

of 

incredulity 

from 

the 

reporters 

who 

talked 

to 

me. 

Fortunately, 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

had 

already 

told 

me 

about 

the 

new 

circles 

and 

that 

he 

and 

Dr 

Meaden 

had 

visited 

them 

two 

days 

before. 

Whilst 

they 

posed 

some 

interesting 

questions 

the 

meteorologist 

was 

sti 

11 

hap’

y 

with 

his 

basic 

theory 

and 

that 

he 

noted 

how 

the 

summer 

was 

turning 

into 

one 

of 

the 

hot 

est 

and 

finest 

on 

record. 

This, 

he 

believed, 

may 

have 

helped 

explain 

the 

number 

of 

circles 

that 

were 

turning 

up 

everywhere. 

However, 

we 

al~realised 

national 

media 

attention 

was 

bound 

tv 

do 

two 

things. 

Firstly, 

it 

would 

send 

people 

out 

looking 

for 

circles, 

and 

some 

would 

be 

found 

that 

otherwise 

would 

have 

been 

missed, 

or 

simply 

never 

been 

reported. 

Secondly, 

if 

there 

was 

anyone 

with 

the 

intention 

to 

hoax 

they 

would 

now 

have 

the 

best 

opportunity 

to 

get 

on 

with 

it. 

These 

things 

seemed 

bound 

to 

increase 

the 

number 

of 

circles 

over 

previous 

years. 

In 

their 

original 

story 

the 

Daily 

Express 

had 

spoken 

of 

"the 

famous 

Warminster 

Triangle" 

- showing 

the 

desire 

to 

manufacture 

a 

mystery 

out 

of 

fragments, 

in 

truth 

there 

is 

no 

such 

thing. 

However, 

on 

12th 

Julv 

1983 

the 

Express 

excelled 

themselves 

with 

two 

articles. 

A 

general 

review 

of 

the 

circles 

found 

(in 

1983, 

of 

course, 

as 

this 

was 

still 

a 

’hot’ 

item, 

all 

previous 

years 

circles 

might 

as 

well 

have 

never 

been 

found). 

This 

told 

how 

the 

nation 

was 

holding 

its 

breath 

waiting 

for 

the 

aliens 

to 

land 

and 

show 

themselves. 

This 

quite 

silly 

remark 

was 

added 

to 

by 

Lord 

Clancarty 

(an 

outspoken 

supporter 

of 

spaceships) 

who 

made 

some 

comments 

about 

Ley 

Lines 

and 

told 

of 

430 

unexplained 

sightings 

he 

claimed 

to 

know 

in 

the 

area! 

BUFORA 

certainly 

has 

no 

such 

records, 

although 

there 

are 

a 

few 

good 

cases 

in 

the 

area 

(as 

at 

many 

other 

locations). 

Fortunately, 

tucked 

away 

inside, 

the 

Daily 

Express 

did 

quote 

from 

their 

extensive 

interview 

with 

me. 

They 

allowed 

me 

to 

demystify 

the 

situation. 

explain 

why 

Warminster 

held 

its 

reputation 

and 

generally 

play 

down 

the 

whole 

thing. 

But 

most 

other 

sources 

(even 

the 

Express 

themselves 

elsewhere!) 

were 

doing 

their 

best 

to 

fan 

the 

flames 

of 

the 

story. 

The 

Qgily 
Star, 

12th 

July 

1983, 

were 

not 

so 

gracious. 

I 

told 

their 

reporter. 

Charles 

Langley, 

exactly 

what 

1 

had 

told 

Jeremy 

Gates 

of 

the 

Express. 

Langley 

virtually 

laughed 

at 

my 

ideas. 

So 

1 

sent 

him 

to 

Ian 

Mrzyglod 

and 

Terence 

Meaden 

for 

photographs 

to 

prove 

what 

1 

was 

saving 

and 

suggested 

he 

speak 

to 

the 

Met 

Office 

at 

Bracknell. 

He 

did. 

And 

with 

typical 

media 

arrogance 

the 

paper 

then 

announced 

"Star 

solves 

UFO 

riddle" 

- their 

solution 

being 

the 

same 

one 

that 

they 

had 

laughed 

at 

when 

I 

gave 

it 

to 

them 

the 

day 

earlier, 

and 

what 

PROBE 

and 

Dr 

Meaden 

had 

been 

promoting 

for 

three 

years! 

Ken 

Rogers, 

not 

slow 

to 

realise 

the 

advantage 

for 

promoting 

his 

annual 

Warminster 

UFO 

Festival, 

advised 

the 

Western 

Daily 

Press 

13th 

July 

1983 

"1 

am 

sure 

these 

circles 

mean 

something 

spectacular 

will 

happen 

this 

year" 

and 

later 

<Bristol 

Evening 

Post, 

18th 

August 

1983) 

warned 

that 

it 

meant 

there 

could 

be 

a 

rise 

in 

UFO 

sightings 

around 

Warminster 

during 

the 

August 

Bank 

Holiday 

weekend. 

The 

fact 

that 

his 

"skywatch 

festival" 

would 

be 

an 

at 

the 

same 

time 

was, 

of 

course, 

purely

Readers of this 

report may 

be surprised 

that 

we 

do 

not 

intend 

to 

offer 

a solution. 

As representatives 

of the 

British 

UFO 

Research 

Association 

(BUFORA) 

it might 

reasonably be 

expected 

that 

we 

would 

champion 

the popular 

interpretation 

- that 

the 

circles 

are 

caused 

by 

alien 

intervention, 

care of some 

form of UFO 

(most 

probably 

a 

spaceship). 

In 

truth, the 

evidence supporting 

such a 

contention 

is 

exceedingly 

weak 

and 

largely 

speculative. In our 

opinion it 

rates 

very 

low 

on 

the 

list 

of 

possible 

alternatives.

The 

purpose of 

this account 

has been 

quite 

simple. 

Appreciable 

media 

attention 

has been 

focused on 

these rings. 

The 

UFO 

myth 

has 

been 

persist 

-ent. 

Serious members 

of the UFO 

community, 

including 

the 

authors. 

h&ve 

attempted 

to play 

down the 

importance of 

this 

phenomenon 

and 

offer 

rational 

explanations. 

However, 

these views 

do 

not 

always 

get 

across. 

To 

be blunt 

- mystery 

circles are 

news, 

explained 

ones 

are 

not.

Therefore, we 

have decided 

that it is 

our 

responsibility 

to 

set 

out 

the 

facts and 

summarise the many 

theories 

that 

have 

been 

proposed. 

We 

do 

not 

pretend that we 

have all 

the answers to 

the 

sometimes 

rather 

interesting 

questions 

that remain. 

Nor do 

we 

believe 

that 

the 

publication 

of this 

report will 

have much 

material 

effect 

on 

the 

promotion 

of 

this 

saga. 

If the solution 

is a natural 

one. as 

it 

may 

well 

be, 

then 

it 

is 

likely 

to continue 

unabated. If 

instead it 

is 

engineered 

at 

the 

hands 

of 

some 

human agency 

(as a prank 

or for 

somewhat 

deeper 

motives) 

then 

doubtless 

these 

efforts will 

eventua11y 

expend 

themselves.

Here we have 

given you all 

the princi~1e 

evidence, 

such 

as 

it 

is. 

It 

ought 

to be sufficient 

for you 

to make UP 

your 

own 

mind 

about 

what 

is 

(or 

is not) 

happening. 

As an 

organisation 8UFORA 

will 

continue 

to 

monitor 

the 

situation, 

as this 

seems to be 

expected of 

us. 

However, 

we 

feel 

duty 

bound 

to point out 

that we do 

not rate these 

circles 

as 

a 

major 

priority, 

because 

their 

releveance to our 

work would 

appear 

to 

be 

minimal.

The 

British UFO 

Research 

Association is 

concerned 

with 

investigating 

bona-fide 

reports 

of unidentified 

phenomena 

within 

the 

atmosphere 

which 

are 

offered to us 

in a serious 

manner. Our 

primary 

r01e 

is 

to 

identify 

their 

cause. or, 

if this is not 

immediately 

possible, 

to 

document 

the 

facts 

so that others 

may attempt 

to do this 

in 

the 

future. 

If 

a 

phenomenon 

offers 

no real evidence 

that it 

falls 

within 

our 

sphere 

of 

interest, 

then we 

feel 1ittle 

reluctance to 

admit 

this 

publica11y.

On 

the basis 

of present 

evidence that 

forms 

an 

adequate 

expression 

of 

our 

judgement about 

these ’mystery 

circles’.
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coincidental. 

And 

there 

was 

no 

such 

spate 

of 

sightings. 

Meanwhile, 

the ~ 
Express 

had 

sent 

their 

famous 

columnist 

Jear 

Rook 

to 

the 

site 

to 

come 

up 

with 

a 

lovely, 

poetic 

ode 

to 

"E-T." 
(the 

cudly 

alien 

whose 

film 

was 

all 

the 

rage 

at 

the 

time). 

She 

found 

physical 

evidence 

of 

his 

presence 

in 

the 

midst 

of 

one 

of 

the 

rings - 
a 

poppy. 

As 

with 

most 

of 

these 

summer 

fiascos 

the 

media 

attention 

Guickly 

died 

down. 

Serious 

UFO 

Investigators 

refused 

to 

get 

involved. 

Both 

ITV 

and 

BSC 

television 

attempted 

to 

get 

me 

to 

appear 

on 

air - 
and 

I 

had 

every 

reason 

to 

say 

yes 

as 

my 

paperback 

book 

"The 

Pennine 

UFO 

Mystery" 

was 

published 

that 

week 

on 

13th 

July 

1983. 

However, 

I 

flatly 

refused 

to 

be 

associated 

with 

the 

ridiculous 

slant 

that 

was 

being 

placed 

upon 

these 

circles 

and 

preferred 

to 

go 

elsewhere 

to 

promote 

my 

book. 

This 

helped 

defuse 

the 

issue 

a 

little. 

But 

on 

August 

6th 

1983 

members 

of 

PROBE 

took 

some 

visitors 

to 

Westbury 

to 

show 

them 

the 

five 

ring 

set 

and, 

to 

their 

astonishment, 

a 

mirror 

set 

of 

five 

more 

rings 

had 

now 

appeared 

right 

by 

the 

side 

of 

the 

first 

lot! 

Ten 

rings 

in 

one 

field 

was 

totally 

unprecedented. 

Yet 

no 

media 

source 

seemed 

to 

have 

picked 

up 

on 

this. 
PROBE 

were 

now 

on 

the 

alert 

for 

the 

possibility 

of 

hoaxers. 

All 

the 

press 

attention 

must 

have 

been 

attractive 

and 

all 

these 

five 

ring 

patterns 

did 

look 

remarkably 

symmetrical 

and 

artificial. 

But 

one 

amazing 

discovery 

had 

just 

been 

made. 

When 

the 

national 

magazine 

"NOW" 

had 

reported 

the 

original 

Westbury 

ring 

in 

1980 

they 

had 

taken 

aerial 

photos 

of 

it. 

Careful 

inspection 

of 

these 

in 

1983 

showed 

PROBE 

and 

Dr 

Meaden 

that 

there 

are 

three 

small 

satellite 

rings 

at 

compass 

points 

around 

the 

big 

one. 

The 

fourth 

compass 

point 

ring 

is 

missing, 

but 

would 

lie 

precisely 

where 

a 

hedge 

runs 

between 

the 

two 

fields. 

So, 

if 

the 

five 

rings 

is 

a 

natural 

phenomenon 

this 

new 

evidence 

from 

the 

1980 

circles 

was 

directly 

in 

support 

of 

it. 

Clearly 

it 

cast 

a 

whole 

new 

light 

on 

the 

. 

sudden’ 

arrival 

of 

five 

ring 

pat 

ter-ns 
in 

1983. 

They 

need 

not 

be 

artificial 

after 

all. 

But 

what 

of 

the 

two 

sets 

of 

five 

rings 

at 

Westbury? 

8y 

talking 

to 

people 

who 

had 

been 

at 

the 

site 

(including 

Or 

Meaden) 

it 

was 

possible 

to 

show 

that 

the 

second 

set 

must 

have 

appeared 

on 

either 

Sunday 

or 

Monday 

the 

17th 

or 

18th 

July 

1983. 

Another 

apparently 

significant 

clue 

was 

that 

the 

spiral 

of 

the 

second 

set 

was 

anti-clockwise 

- 
the 

only 

time 

this 

had 

occured. 

The 

clockwise 

rotation 

was 

consistent 

with 

the 

meteorological 

theory. 

This 

contrary 

motion 

seemed 

very 

odd. 

Did 

it 

suggest 

a 

hoax? 

On 

26th 

August 

1983 

The 

Wiltshire 

Times 

carried 

a 

picture 

of 

Francis 

Sheppard, 

son 

of 

Alan 

Sheppard, 

who 

owned 

the 

farm 

at 

Westbury 

where 

the 

original 

rings 

had 

appeared, 

and 

now 

this 

twin 

set 

of 

five 

was 

sited. 

Francis 

Sheppard 

was 

claiming 

that 

the 

circles 

could 

be 

hoaxes 

because 

he 

and 

his 

family 

had 

been 

able 

to 

duplicate 

one 

ring 

using 

a 

rope 

and 

chain. 

Only 

when 

PROBE 

followed 

this 

up 

did 

the 

incredible 

tale 

emerge. 

The 

Sheppards 

had 

not 

simply 

duplicated 

one 

circle. 

They 

had 

created 

the 

entire 

second 

set 

of 

five 

at 

Westbury! 

In 

fact 

what 

had 

occured 

was 

this. 

The ~ 
Mirror, 

upset 

by 

being 

outdone 

by 

The 

Express, 

had 

paid 

the 

Sheppard 

family 

to 

let 

Alan 

and 

Francis 

(and 

some 

reporters 

from 

their 

paper) 

create 

the 

apparently 

mirrored 

set 

at 

Westbury. 

This 

was 

filmed 

using 

a 

stoP 

motion 

camera. 

The 

entire 

process 

took 

under 

an 

hour 

from 

arrival 

to 

departure 

and 

only 

24 

minutes 

was 

spent 

creating 

the 

rings. 

So 

successfully 

did 

they 

replicate 

the 

ones 

which 

appeared 

’naturally’ 

they 

anticipated 

Fleet 

Street 

(most 

specifically 

The 

Express) 

to 

find 

them, 

report 

their 

arrival 

and 

continue 

the 

hype. 

Then. 

in 

could 

step 

The 

Daily 

Mirror 

and 

expose 

them. 
Unfortunately, 

the 

subject 

had 

lost 

its 

appeal 

(for 

1983 

at 

least) 

and 

the 

media 

hoax 

was 

only 

ever 

reported 

by 

PROBE 

in 

their 

last 

issue 

before 

folding 

(PROBE 

Report 

Vol 

4 

No 

2 

October 

1983). 

The 

episode 

certainly 

does 

show 

that 

hoaxing ~ 
a 

feasible 

solution 

to 

even 

the 

most 

complex 

circle 

pattern. 

But 

the 

Sheppards 

insist 

they 

were 

not 

responsible 

for 

any 

older 

circles 

(even 

the 

older 

ones 

on 

their 

land).

1eaden 

did 

note 

that 

one 

1984 set 

appeared in flat 

terrain. so 

( 

~umab1y) 

hills 

were 

not 

essential 

to 

their formation, 

simply a 

catalyst. 

Perhaps, 

he 

speculated, 

we would 

have more 

reports from 

flat 

ground. 

But 

it 

is 

difficult 

to 

view them 

(except from 

the air) because 

the 

lack 

of 

elevation 

prevents 

a suitable 

vantage point. 

Once 

we 

take 

the 

Meaden 

theory 

as a 

basis it becomes 

possible to 

search 

the 

racords 

of 

UFO 

societies 

to see 

if we have 

any accounts 

that 

could 

be 

whirlwinds 

prior 

to 

1980 or in 

places other 

than the south-east 

of 

England. 

We 

do. 

A 

good 

first 

hand 

account from 

witness Alan 

Foster is 

recorded 

in 

Northern 

UFO 

News 

(March/April 

1985, No 112 

pp 8-9). He 

was 

at 

Rhyl 

railway 

station, 

North 

Wales. in 

late June 

(possibly early 

J~ly) 

1983. 

This 

was 

the 

time 

when 

many circles 

were forming 

in Hampshire. 

It 

was 

5.30 

pm, 

and 

he 

saw 

a 

"twisting 

funnel 

of rising 

debris, dust 

and 

litter". 

It 

remained 

absolutely 

stationary 

for about 10 

seconds and 

then 

just 

vanished. 

Sadly 

the 

bottom 

of the 

whirlwind was 

masked by houses 

and 

he 

could 

not 

go 

to 

inspect 

it as his 

train was due. 

Probably a 

circle 

was 

not 

created 

in 

this 

terrain but 

it is easy 

to imagine the 

result 

had 

this 

been 

above 

a 

cornfied in 

Westbury or 

Warminster. 

Another 

classic 

case 

happened 

at Apperley 

Dene in 

Northumbria at 

on 

3rd 

July 

1977. 

This 

was 

reported 

by me 

in my book 

"UFOs: A British 

Viewpoint" 

(R.Hale 

1979) 

in 

more 

detail. -- 

Here 

a 

family 

obs8rved 

a 

funnel-like 

cloud, ’topped 

by a dark 

ova’, 

rise 

from 

behind 

the 

rear 

of 

their garden. 

It then began 

to move 

horizontally 

with 

a 

sudden 

blast 

of wind 

and left debris 

behind it. 

Whilst 

the 

family 

assumed 

an 

oval UFO had 

taken off, 

leaving a spiral 

trail 

behind 

it, 

we 

have 

always 

worked in 

the belief 

that it had a 

meteorological 

solution, 

even 

if we did not 

know precisely 

what it 

was. 

Less 

cautious 

UFO 

researchers 

seemed more 

willing to be 

speculative 

(See 

for 

instance 

Alan 

West 

and 

David 

Jefferis 

in "Close 

Encounters: The 

Strange 

Truth 

About 

UFOs" 

Arrow 

Books (p52) 

(1979). - 

With 

the 

Meaden 

theory 

of 

whirlwind 

creation this 

case makes 

total 

sense. 

I 

discussed 

this 

with 

the meteorologist 

and he 

said (letter 

dated 

17th 

August 

1985) 

"This 

was 

a 

midge or 

black-fly swarm. 

They occur 

on 

certain 

summer 

days 

even 

in 

the 

absence of 

whirlwinds 

... this case 

appears 

to 

have 

been 

coupled 

with a small 

whirlwind and 

makes a good 

story". 
To 

cap 

it 

all, 

my 

mother 

observed a 

single circle 

in a cornfield 

near 

Scarborough, 

North 

Yorkshire 

on 18th 

July 1985, 

when she passed 

by 

on 

a 

coach. 

From 

her 

account 

it 

seems to 

have been 

identical to those 

which 

were 

appearing 

in 

Southern 

England 

with such 

regularity, although 

smaller. 
Or 

Meaden 

continues 

to 

watch 

the situation 

and hopes 

that somebody 

will 

eventually 

see 

a 

whirlwind 

in action. 

However, he 

is absolutely 

convinced 

that 

the 

circles 

affair 

is a 

mystery no longer. 

It is a 

meteorological 

phenomenon 

of 

scientific 

interest. 

Whether 

he 

is 

right 

in 

his 

interpretation 

only time 

will tell. 

But 

one 

thing 

I 

am 

concerned 

about. 

This 

co-operation between 

UFO 

researchers 

and 

a 

previously 

Guite disinterested 

meteorologist b~ 
been 

to 

the 

benefit 

of 

scientific 

advancement 

whereas the 

general attitude 

of 

the 

media 

and 

the 

extreme 

elements 

of the 

UFO fraternity 

has, if 

anything, 

had 

the 

opposite 

effect. 

There 

must 

be 

a 

lesson 

in 

here somewhere, 

for 

scientists, the 

media 

and 

UFO 

investigators 

alike.



22

7

dark 

and structured). 

Perhaps 

it was quite 

a 

common 

phenomenon 

aft 

all. 

Then came the 

summer of 

1983, with its 

many 

circles 

and 

(seemingly) 

unprecedented 

quintuplet sets. 

Could the 

whirlwind 

theory 

stand 

up 

to 

this 

dramatic 

development? 

Meaden tackled 

the question 

U.MET. 

"Whirlwind 

spirals 

in 

cereal-fields: 

The quintuplet 

formations 

of 

1983" 

May/June 

1984 

pages 

137-146), He noted 

how in 1983 

the summer 

was 

unusually 

good 

with 

"July 

proving 

to be the 

hottest in 

the 300 year 

record" 

and 

in 

conjunction 

it 

was 

a "bumper time 

for heat 

whirlwinds". 

Could 

these 

things 

be 

merely 

coincidental with 

the unusually 

high 

number 

of 

circle 

sets?At 

least 

five 

(probably 

six) of the 

eight known 

sets 

formed 

in 

the 

heat 

prone 

whirlwind month 

of July. Was 

this also a 

coincidence? 

An important 

development 

was that 

Westbury 

(where 

most 

circles 

kept 

appearing) also 

showed 

indisputable 

evidence 

of 

cornfield 

damage 

by 

short-lived 

travelling whirlwinds 

that 

summer. 

So 

the 

fact 

that 

whirlwinds were 

forming in the 

areas where 

the 

circles 

appeared 

was 

now 

confirmed. He even 

quoted UFO 

fanatic 

Arthur 

Shuttlewood, 

describing 

his 

own 

beautiful 

observation of 

a whirlwind 

flattening 

a 

grass 

field 

at 

Warminster. Although 

he did 

not realise 

this 

was 

what 

he 

was 

observing 

of 

course! Meaden was 

very excited 

by the 1983 

patterns. 

He 

noted 

how 

they 

had 

utterly 

puzzled 

"even academics 

and 

scientists, 

unacquainted 

with 

the 

effects 

that 

natural vortexes 

can 

produce". 

Yet 

they 

did 

conform 

with 

the 

theoretical 

results of 

multi-funnel led 

whirlwinds 

which 

thus 

seemed 

"capable of 

performing unusual 

feats which 

have 

yet 

to 

be 

seen 

in 

action 

(a t 

1 ea s t by s c i 

en t if i c wit n e 

sse s) " . 

There had been 

reliable 

observations 

abroad 

of 

"whirlwinds 

with 

multiple 

vortices...some of 

the circles I 

have 

found 

(involve) 

several 

small 

vortices 

circulating 

around a main 

vortex." 

He 

refers 

readers 

to 

a 

report 

by J.Hullet 

and T.Hoffer 

("Weather", 

Vol 

26,1971, 

pp 

247-250) 

who 

saw and filmed 

a multi-vortex 

whirlwind 

in 

the 

lee 

of 

a 

hill 

at 

Reno, 

Nevada during 

September 

1970. 

So all that 

was required 

was for a 

fluid 

dynamics 

expert 

to 

calculate the 

patterns. The 

previously 

undiscovered 

multiple 

nature 

of 

the 

original 1980 

Westbury 

rings further 

suggested 

that 

multiple 

sets 

might 

be the rule 

rather than 

the 

exception, 

and 

their 

absence 

in 

1981 

and 

1982 was partly 

due to the 

smaller 

number 

of 

circles 

that 

were 

discovered. By 1984 Meaden 

was sure 

enough of his 

theory 

to 

predict 

that 

even 

five 

ring sets 

might not be 

the optimum. 

Eight 

rings 

were 

quite 

feasible, but the 

last three 

might be less 

easy 

to 

detect. 

Locations 

of 

potential high 

activity were 

known, likely 

weather 

conditions 

could 

be 

spotted 

in advance 

during the 

key months 

and 

(it 

seemed) 

that 

evening 

was 

the most 

probable time of 

formation. 

The 

ground 

(having 

been 

heated 

during 

the day) 

would still 

be creating 

rising 

thermals, 

but 

colder 

air 

would 

be moving 

in as the sun 

went down. 

With 

this 

in 

mind 

a 

"saucer 

nest" 

watch at 

the main sites 

allowed them 

to 

pinpoint 

dates 

and 

approximate times 

of some 

circle 

formations. 

Although 

they 

failed 

in 

their 

(much harder) 

objective 

to observe 

a 

circle 

being 

produced. 

Meaden described 

his work 

("Advances 

in 

the 

understanding 

of 

whirlwind spiral 

patterns in 

cereal 

fields" 

J.MET. 

March 

1985 

pp 

73-80). 

The 

weather 

conditions on the 

known dates 

of 

the 

circle 

sets 

they 

could 

pinpoint ~ confirmed the 

theory. 

Thermals 

were 

abundant 

in 

every 

Case. 

In addition 

several isolated 

single 

rings 

were 

discovered 

in 

places 

out 

of the zone 

of activity. 

And, most 

importantly, 

Melvyn 

Bell, 

from 

Wiltshire, described 

his 

first-hand 

observation 

of 

a 

whirlwind 

flattening a single 

circle in 

a wheatfield 

on 

Littleton 

Down 

during 

the 

previous summer. 

The whirlwind 

lasted 

seconds 

only, 

produced 

a 

spiral 

of 

debris 

and left 

a circle about 

40 feet in 

diameter. 

Whilst 

this 

pattern 

was 

not one of 

those reported 

publica11y 

in 

1983 

all 

the 

features 

match 

the 

developing 

theory of Or 

Meaden. It 

formed 

in 

late 

July, 

at 

dusk, 

"as 

the 

wind was 

changing" and in 

the lee of 

Great 

Cheverill 

Hill.

i 

The 

extent 

of 

British 

attention 

in 

1983 

spread 

the 

news 

around 

the 

~rld. 

Two 

sensationalist 

American 

comic-style 

newspapers 

invented 

imaginary 

farmers 

and 

their 

alleged 

sightings 

of 

giant 

UFOs 

(eg 

WeeU~ 

World 

News 

16th 

August 

1983). 

When 

I 

lectured 

at 

a 

conference 

in 

Nevada 

in 

November 

that 

year 

I 

found 

that 

many 

UFO 

experts 

in 

the 

USA 

suspected 

all 

along 

that 

there 

was 

some 

substance 

to 

these 

wild 

claims 

about 

the 

circles. 

In 

fact, 

despite~he 

1983 

fiasco 

(labelled 

by 

the 

Swindon 

Advertiser, 

rather 

aptly, 

as 

"Fraud 

of 

the 

Rings") 

not 

one 

single 

genuine 

UFO 

sighting 

came 

to 

light 

in 

or 

around 

any 

of 

the 

locations 

where 

the 

circles 

were 

found. 

Those 

who 

support 

the 

UFO 

solution 

should 

ponder 

that 

very 

carefully. 

After 

such 

excesses 

what 

could 

1984 

provide? 

Ian 

Mrzyglod, 

partly 

due 

to 

the 

way 

he 

seemed 

to 

be 

banging 

his 

head 

against 

a 

brick 

wall 

of 

people 

who 

did 

not 

want 

to 

know 

the 

facts, 

had 

quit 

UFOlogy. 

So 

his 

temperate 

influence 

was 

lost. 

I 

was 

in 

hospital 

during 

July 

and 

August 

and 

missed 

the 

anticipated 

media 

furore. 

But 

Ken 

Phillips, 

who 

took 

over 

control 

of 

BUFORA 

investigations, 

was 

well 

briefed 

on 

what 

to 

expect. 

Indeed, 

there 

was 

the 

usual 

furore. 

But 

it 

centred 

on 

Sussex. 

Most 

of 

the 

locations 

in 

Hampshire 

and 

Wiltshire 

produced 

circles 

and 

Or 

Meaden 

(with 

some 

co-operating 

ex-PROBE 

members 

including 

Terry 

Chivers) 

visited 

all 

the 

sites 

several 

times 

a 

week 

between 

May 

and 

August. 

Sadly, 

they 

never 

saw 

a 

circle 

being 

formed. 

However, 

they 

were 

often 

able 

to 

pinpoint 

almost 

exactly 

when 

the 

patterns 

appeared. 

A 

circle 

set 

of 

five 

again 

turned 

up 

at 

Cley 

Hill 

near 

Warminster 

between 

15.00 

and 

22.00 

GMT 

on 

the 

warm 

sunny 

day 

of 

21st 

June 

1984. 

A 

five 

pattern 

set 

also 

appeared 

at 

Cheesefoot 

Head 

(but 

about 

3/4 

mile 

from 

the 

site 

of 

previous 

years). 

This 

was 

dated 

to 

approximately 

24th 

June 

1984. 

And 

there 

was 

also 

one 

single 

circle 

at 

the 

original 

Westbury 

site. 

Or 

Meaden 

interviewed 

local 

people 

and 

hang-~Iider 

pilots 

and 

showed 

that 

this 

was 

formed 

onlhe 

eveninqof 

9th 

August 

1984. 

However, 

these 

old 

stalwarts 

received 

little 

press 

attention. 

whereas 

the 

newcomer 

- a 

five 

ring 

pattern 

near 

Alfriston 

in 

Sussex 

- 

did. 

It 

is 

believed 

that 

this 

appeared 

on 

the 

evening 

of 

26th 

July 

1984. 

West 

Country 

media 

had 

been 

very 

dismissive 

this 

year. 

On 

16th 

July 

1984 

the 

So~b
rn 

~~~ Echo 

qoted 

one 

farmer 

denouncing 

the 

UFO 

theory 

as 

"a 

load 

of 

tripe". 

However, 

the 

Brighton 

Argus, 

30th 

July 

1984, 

were 

not 

used 

to 

the 

stew 

of 

explanations 

and 

proudly 

announced 

the 

arrival 

of 

the 

Alfriston 

rings. 

Quickly, 

BUFORA 

investigations 

co-ordinator 

in 

Sussex, 

scientist 

Philip 

Taylor 

from 

the 

Royal 

Greenwich 

Observatory, 

determined 

that 

this 

out 

of 

place 

set 

was 

probably 

a 

hoax. 

He 

pointed 

out 

that 

this 

circle 

set 

appeared 

at 

somewhere 

called 

"Cradle 

Hill" 

- 

and 

this 

was 

just 

too 

much 

of 

a 

coincidence 

in 

view 

of 

the 

importance 

of 

the 

identically 

named 

spot 

in 

Warminster 

UFO 

legends. 

"Expert 

solves 

the 

riddl 

e 

of 

the 

rings" 

the 

Argus 

headl 

ined. 

Would 

this 

stop 

the 

rot? 

Of 

course 

not. 

Two 

days 

later. 

4th 

August 

1984, 

the 

Fleet 

Street 

paper 

The 

DallY 

Mail 

(replacing 

an 

oddly 

subdued 

Daily 

Express) 

carried 

photos 

of 

the 

rings 

taken 

by 

Shadow 

Foreign 

Secretary 

Dennis 

Haaley 

- who 

lived 

in 

the 

area 

and 

is 

a 

well 

known 

amateur 

cameraman. 

"Healey’s 

Comet" 

was 

their 

headline, 

and 

all 

the 

old 

nonsense 

about 

a 

"giant 

spaceship" 

and 

.people 

being 

"totally 

baffled" 

was 

trotted 

out. 

The 

fact 

that 

Philip 

Taylor 

had 

already 

exposed 

a 

hoax, 

or 

that 

Ken 

Phillips 

for 

BUFORA 

had 

told 

them 

it 

was 

not 

of 

UFO 

interest, 

rated 

barely 

a 

mention. 

Consider 

the 

lengths 

to 

which 

BUFORA 

had 

gone 

since 

1980 

to 

demystify 

the 

circles. 

Ian 

Mr~yglod, 

the 

chief 

debunker, 

was 

for 

most 

of 

this 

period 

a 

Council 

member 

of 

BUFORA. 

Philip 

Taylor, 

Ken 

Phillips 

and 

myself 

have 

all 

spoken 

repeatedly 

and 

openly 

to 

the 

press 

and 

never 

once 

done 

anything 

but 

dismissed 

the 

UFO 

relevance 

of 

the 

whole 

affair. 

Indeed 

we 

received 

considerable 

flak 

from 

other 

investigators 

for 

dOing 

so. 

One 

man 

travelled 

200 

miles 

from 

Yorkshire 

to 

see 

the 

rings 

and 

wrote 

angrily 

to 

me 

following 

my 

July 

1983 

interview 

in 

the 

Daily 

Express. 

He 

demanded 

to 

know 

why 

I 

was 

speaking 

such 

nonsense 

and 

writing 

off 

the 

UFO 

potential 

of 

the 

subject.
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SO, 

YOU 

can 

possibly 

imagine 

our 

concern 

when 

the 

Ariadne 

Column 

in 

the 

prestiguous 

New 

Scientist, 

on 

16th 

August 

1984, 

openly 

accused 

BUFORA 

of 

fanning 

the 

flames 

of 

a 

silly 

season 

nonsense 

story 

by 

"reporting 

darkly" 

that 

there 

was 

no 

explanation. 

Nothing 

could 

be 

further 

from 

the 

truth. 

It 

is 

possible 

that 

the 

New 

Scientist 

were 

mixing 

up 

BUFORA 

with 

the 

still 

vociferous 

Ken 

Rogers 

and 

his 

Warminster 

UFO 

Society. 

But 

this 

New 

Scientist 

piece 

is 

a 

key 

reason 

why 

we 

have 

decided 

to 

publish 

this 

detailed 

account 

of 

the 

facts 

behind 

the 

fairy 

tale. 

1984 

was 

also 

significant 

for 

the 

discovery 

of 

rings 

outside 

Britain. 

Or 

Meaden 

reported 

on 

a 

circle 

seen 

on 

5th 

June 

by 

a 

woman 

at 

Vienne, 

France. 

It 

was 

closely 

similar 

to 

its 

British 

counterparts. 

This 

is 

a 

major 

clue 

as 

it 

illustrates 

the 

probable 

broad 

scale 

of 

this 

phenomenon. 

It 

simply 

receives 

more 

notice 

in 

the 

English 

West 

Country. 

Almost 

certainly 

it 

does 

not 

only 

appear 

there. 

And 

so 

to 

1985. 

In 

the 

Jan/Feb 

issue 

of 

Northern 

UFO 

News, 

where 

I 

was 

continuing 

Ian 

Mrzyglod’s 

fight 

and 

reporting 

on 

the 

saga, 

I 

predicted 

that 

"it 

is 

fair 

to 

say 

that 

July 

1985 

will 

generate 

more 

circles, 

yet 

more 

hoaxes 

and 

yet 

more 

"it 

was 

a 

giant 

UFO" 

twaddle 

from 

the 

media". 

A 

few 

weeks 

later, 

during 

March 

1985, 

ITV 

screened 

a 

networked 

30 

minute 

programme 

on 

UFOs 

in 

its 

"Daytime" 

series. 

I 

was 

supposed 

to 

debate 

the 

evidence 

with 

astronomer 

Or 

John 

Mason. 

Unhappily, 

in 

the 

midst 

of 

the 

show 

(and 

without 

prior 

warning) 

a 

picture 

of 

one 

of 

the 

circles 

was 

flashed 

on 

the 

screen 

and 

the 

matter 

introduced. 

Or 

Mason 

was 

clearly 

quite 

unfamiliar 

with 

the 

affair. 

I 

simply 

tried 

to 

show 

that 

there 

was 

no 

reason 

to 

suppose 

a 

UFO 

connection 

in 

view 

of 

there 

being 

not 

a 

single 

shred 

of 

evidence 

to 

support 

the 

premise. 

Daily 

Express 

photographer 

Chris 

Wood 

was 

present 

along 

with 

one 

of 

the 

families 

plagued 

by 

the 

rings. 

They 

still 

believed 

there 

was 

a 

mystery 

to 

be 

resolved, 

and 

after 

the 

show 

was 

over 

we 

had 

a 

frank 

debate 

in 

the 

Thames 

TV 

hospitality 

room. 

However. 

this 

national 

TV 

exposure 

again 

produced 

not 

a 

single 

claim 

of 

a 

UFO 

seen 

in 

connection 

with 

the 

rings. 

Yet 

again 

a 

sobering 

point. 

Full 

details 

of 

the 

six 

sets 

of 

ci~cles 

which 

appeared 

in 

1985 

are 

included 

later 

in 

this 

publication. 

But 

it 

remains 

remarkable 

how 

all 

the 

lessons 

of 

the 

past 

seem 

to 

get 

forgotten 

every 

June 

with 

the 

whole 

process 

of 

mystery 

and 

speculation 

beginning 

over 

again. 

The 

West 

Sussex 

Gazette, 

4th 

July 

1985, 

p~eviewed 

the 

first 

1985 

set 

at 

a 

new~ation - 

near 

Patching, 

Sussex. 

The 

angry 

farm 

manager 

was 

convinced 

they 

we~e 

a 

hoax 

and 

claimed 

he 

could 

see 

the 

feet 

marks 

of 

the 

tricksters 

where 

they 

had 

tried 

(but 

failed) 

to 

keep 

to 

the 

tramlines 

that 

disected 

the 

wheat. 

He 

estimated 

that 

over 

tl00 

worth 

of 

damage 

had 

been 

done 

and 

the 

local 

police 

were 

said 

to 

be 

investigating. 

"UFO 

Hoax 

in 

Patching 

wheat 

field" 

was 

the 

quite 

explicit 

headline. 

However. 

next 

day 

the 

West 

Sussex 

limes 

was 

talking 

of 

the 

results 

obtained 

by 

a 

"psychic~ 

the 

site 

and 

a 

local 

"UFO 

watche~" 

reported 

how 

the~e 

had 

been 

some 

sightings 

in 

the 

area 

20 

years 

ago! 

As 

if 

this 

meant 

something. 

On 

17th 

July 

1985 

I 

was 

in 

London 

fo~ 
a 

live 

~adio 

debate 

on 

UFOs. 

After 

the 

programme 

I 

was 

summoned 

from 

the 

LBC 

studios 

to 

Fleet 

Street, 

whe~e 

a 

Daily 

Express 

jou~nalist 

asked 

me 

for 

my 

views 

on 

the 

circles. 

He 

had 

a 

massive 

file 

on 

the 

subject. 

but 

seemed 

quite 

unaware 

that 

his 

pape~ 

had 

published 

an 

interview 

with 

me 

just 

two 

years 

earlier! 

The 

Express 

were 

certainly 

of 

the 

belief 

that 

this 

was 

a 

story 

that 

was 

far 

from 

dead. 

I 

pointed 

out 

that 

none 

of 

the 

rings 

were 

perfect 

circles 

and 

the 

sizes 

varied, 

so 

how 

did 

the 

paper 

justify 

their 

opinion 

that 

a 

landed 

spaceship 

might 

be 

responsible? 

I 

was 

seriously 

advised 

that 

the 

UFO 

could 

have 

retractable 

legs 

which 

skidded 

on 

impact! 

Fu~thermore, 

some 

mist 

(which 

may 

well 

have 

been 

exactly 

that, 

as 

it 

was 

seen 

at 

dawn) 

had 

been 

reported 

at 

a 

set 

of 

rings 

on 

June 

29th 

1985. 

This. 

according 

to 

The 

Express, 

was 

possibly 

residual 

exhaust 

fumes 

from 

the 

Just 

departed 

spaceship, 

A 

spaceship 

that 

had 

again 

avoided 

observation 

by 

the 

entire 

population 

of 

Southern 

England!

One 

thing 

to 

make 

immediately 

clear is 

that British 

whirlwinds 

are 

rrally 

very 

short-lived, 

a 

few minutes 

at the maximum. 

Most do 

not 

survive 

for 

one 

minute. 

A stationary 

whirlwind 

caused in the 

way 

p, 

vposed 

would 

almost 

certainly 

have a 

lifetime of a 

few seconds 

only. 

Naturally, 

this 

much 

increases 

the likelihood 

that it 

would leave 

a 

clear 

cut 

circle 

beneath 

it 

and also that 

nobody would 

chance to see 

it 

happening. You 

may 

already 

notice 

how 

several 

points in the 

ci~cles story 

do 

seem 

to 

support 

this 

theory. 

The circles 

appear in the 

period of 

whi~lwind 

activity 

(May 

to 

August). 

There 

were most in 

the very hot 

summe~ 

of 

1983, 

when 

thermals 

were far more 

common. And 

the Westbury, 

Cley 

Hill 

and 

Cheesefoot 

Head 

circles (those 

which were 

first noticed 

and 

which 

return 

regula~ly) 

all occur at 

the base of a 

hill. suggesting 

that 

(for 

some 

reason) 

the 

conditions 

here 

might be 

excellent for 

the 

creation 

of 

a 

fair-weather 

stationary 

whirlwind. 

Now 

regardless 

of 

whether 

this theory 

is correct or 

not it is 

indisputedly 

true 

that 

Dr 

Meaden 

made an 

excellent case 

for the 

solution 

to 

the 

original 

1980 

rings - 

and it would 

have been 

derelict in the 

responsibility 

of 

any 

serious 

UFO organisation 

(which 

both PROBE and 

BUFORA 

consider 

themselves 

to 

be) had we 

not listened 

and worked 

closely 

with 

the 

meteorologist. 

After 

all this was 

his professional 

field - 
and 

(with 

all 

due 

respect 

to 

UFO 

investigators 

and local 

journalists) 

it was 

not 

theirs. 

Or 

Meaden 

again 

reported 

on the 1981 

rings ("Mystery 

spirals in 

a 

Hampshire 

corn-field" 

J.MET. 

Feb 1982 pp 

45-49) and was 

quite happy 

that 

the 

three 

ring 

set 

was 

explicable. 

Whilst 

thought unusual 

it was not 

unheard 

of 

for 

stationary 

whirlwinds 

to 

form in triplets 

(with a 

central 

funnel 

and 

two 

mirrored 

smaller 

companions). 

And in 1981 

this single 

three-ring 

set 

appeared 

to 

be 

a one-off 

(perhaps atypical) 

example. 

Meanwhile, 

the 

scientist 

had naturally 

wondered (if 

his theory 

was 

correct) 

why 

the 

circles 

seemed 

to be such 

new events. 

Of course, 

the 

local 

rumours 

about 

earlier 

rings 

suggested 

that they 

might not be. 

Perhaps 

they 

had 

only 

just 

started 

to be 

noticed. 

Correspondence 

following 

his 

papers 

casts 

further 

light 

on the problem. 

John 

Heighes 

wrote 

to 

discuss 

the events 

in August 

1963 at a 

field 

in 

Charlton, 

Wiltshire. 

Here 

circles and 

swathe paths 

had appeared 

in 

cereal 

crop 

and 

been 

given 

a 

UFO interpretation. 

Several 

UFO magazines 

at 

the 

time 

carried 

the 

story 

and there was 

some media 

interest. But 

it 

never 

~eally 

took 

off 

in 

the 

way the latest 

hype has 

done. Theories 

at 

the 

time 

included 

the 

ones 

associated 

with 

the current 

mystery (eg 

hoaxes 

and 

helicopters) - 
and 

Heighes pointed 

out that 

he had 

personally 

witnessed 

a 

circle 

simila~ 

to 

those in the 

Hampshire 

hills created 

by 

the 

brief 

low 

down 

hove~ 

of 

a 

helicopter. 

Steuart 

Campbell. 

a 

BUFORA 

investigator 

from Scotland, 

also wrote 

to 

Or 

Meaden 

and 

advised 

caution 

since nobody 

had actually 

seen a 

whirlwind 

create 

a 

circle. 

He 

did 

believe 

in a natural 

explanation 

and pointed 

out 

the 

correspondence 

with 

some 

"saucer nests" 

(as they 

were termed) 

found 

in 

Janua~y 

1966 

at 

Tully, 

Australia. 

Witness, 

George 

Pedley, actually 

heard 

a 

sound 

("like 

air 

escaping 

from a 

tyre") and 

observed a 

"spaceship" 

(a 

blue/g~ey 

disc 

that rose 

vertically out 

of the field). 

At 

the 

spot 

where 

it 

had 

departed 

a circle, 

thirty feet in 

diameter, 

was 

formed 

out 

of 

flattened 

~eeds. 

Late~ other 

circles were 

discovered 

in 

the 

a~ea. 

These 

rotated 

both 

clockwise and 

anticlockwise. 

(Note that 

January 

is 

the 

equivalent 

of 

July in the 

meteo~ology of 

the southern 

hemisphere). These 

letters 

feature 

in 

Meaden’s next 

paper ("Mystery 

spirals 

in 

cornfields" 

J.MET. 

Jan 

1983 

pp 

11-19). He 

also reports 

on therelativeJy 

poor 

1982 

circles 

harvest. 

He 

exudes 

confidence that 

the circles are 

whirlwind 

induced 

and 

show 

up 

mo~e in 

July/August when 

the crop is 

brittle 

and 

will 

show 

permanent 

damage at 

the time. All 

that is 

required 

is 

the 

right 

combination 

of 

weather, 

geology 

and crop 

to mark out 

the 

spiral 

effects. 

Even 

the 

Tully 

"spaceship" 

could well 

have been a 

whi~lwind 

vortex 

(you 

may 

have 

seen tornados 

funnels 

and they do 

look
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4. 

The Weather 

Theory

i 

Meanwhile. 

the 

local 

ITV 

news 

programme 

"Coast 

to 

Coast" 

had 

,,,,atured 

an 

item 

on 

the 

1985 

circle.;. 

Thi.; 

plus 

the 

.Q!!.ili 
Expre.;s 

return 

to 

the~fray 

prompted 

the 

ITN 

network 

news 

to 

carry 

a 

story 

on 

the 

rings 

in 

their 

bulletin. 

It 

now 

rated 

as 

a 

subject 

worth 

discussing 

alongside 

wars. 

race 

riots 

and 

natural 

disasters. 

Which 

seems 

to 

be 

just 

where 

we 

came 

in 

as 

far 

back 

as 

August 

1980, 

leaving 

us 

to 

wonder 

if 

this 

’mystery’ 

"wi 

11 

ever 

go 

away. 

As 

long 

as 

people 

desire 

mysteries 

and 

the 

media 

needs 

stories 

it 

seems 

highly 

unlikely.

Dr Meaden is 

editor of the 

prestigious 

Journal 

of 

Meteorolog~ 

(henceforth J.MEr.) 

and in 

charge of the 

Tornado 

section 

of 

TORRO 

- a 

group 

of scientists 

collecting 

data on 

Tornado 

and 

Starm 

Research. 

At first sight 

the possibility 

af 

tornado 

activity 

in 

Britain 

seems 

ridiculous. These 

ferocious 

funnels of 

wind 

which 

rotate 

at 

hundreds 

af 

miles 

an hour, 

can drive 

drinking straws 

straight 

through 

blocks 

of 

waad, 

kill peaple 

and wreck 

homes every 

year, 

are 

associated 

with 

anywhere but the 

weather systems 

af these 

mild 

and 

temperate 

lands. 

However, just 

because we do 

not get storms 

of 

the 

intensity 

found 

in 

places 

such as 

the American 

mid-west does 

not 

mean 

that 

they 

are 

unknown 

in 

this country. In fact we 

tend to call 

these things’ 

whirlwinds’. 

rather 

than 

tornados, to give 

them a more 

descriptive 

gentile 

feel. 

They 

certainly 

have 

damaged 

property as they 

twist across 

the 

countryside. 

and 

every 

summer 

(especially 

between May 

and August) 

a 

surprising 

number 

of 

them 

form. 

They are 

typically short 

lived and 

cover 

a 

small 

geographical 

area. 

But they do 

occur and 

there are some 

excellent 

photographs 

of 

them. 

Dr Meaden 

immediately 

suspected all 

the 

cornfield 

circles 

might 

have 

been 

generated by 

whirlwinds. 

hence his 

visit 

to 

the 

first 

discovered 

site 

within hours 

of its report. 

His 

continued 

interest 

after 

six 

years 

demonstrates two 

things. He 

still believes 

that 

whirlwinds 

ar. 
at 

work. 

And 

he also regards 

the circles 

as of some 

scientific 

value. 

His initial 

paper ("Mystery 

spirals in 

a 

Wiltshire 

cereal-field" 

J.MET. 

March 1981 

pp 76-80) 

includes a 

full 

account 

of 

the 

1980 

Westbury 

rings 

(including 

Ian Mrzyglod’s 

photographs). 

He 

writes 

’~he 

stalks. 

although 

bent, 

appeared otherwise 

undamaged, 

as 

if 

the 

flattening 

had 

been 

caused by air 

pressure." 

He rightly 

concludes 

"As 

we 

know 

of 

no 

eye- 

witnesses who 

were present 

at the 

time 

that 

the 

phenomenon 

was 

occuring, it is 

necessary to 

interpret 

foregoing 

evidence 

as 

best 

we 

can." 

He does. and 

by fitting 

weather data 

to 

the 

scale 

drawings 

and 

measurements of 

rings suggests... 

"The 

most 

natural 

explanation 

which 

comes 

to mind is 

that the 

near-circular 

flattening 

of 

the 

oats 

was 

caused 

by whirlwinds." But hold on, 

the reader 

might ask. A 

whirlwind 

would 

tear 

through 

a 

field 

and devastate 

the crop. 

not produce 

a 

single 

ring 

in 

this 

neat 

and 

symmetrical manner. 

However, 

Or Meaden was 

proposing 

a 

special 

kind 

of 

vortex 

- the "fair-weather 

stationary 

whirlwind". 

Not 

an 

invention 

of 

his. 

but an already 

known 

meteorological 

phenomenon. 

It 

is 

not 

common. 

but 

is believed 

to occur several 

times a 

year, 

especially 

in 

Southern 

England. 

He included 

a photograph 

of a 

fair-weather 

whirlwind 

in 

action. 

creating 

a spiral 

funnel of 

dust. This was 

not 

in 

a 

cereal 

field 

but 

was 

in 

full view of 

many witnesses 

(who are 

observing 

it 

in 

the 

shot). 

It 

occured 

on lOth 

July 1976, a 

hot day, at 

Woodside, 

Hertfordshire. 

The way this 

kind of 

whirlwind forms 

is 

fairly 

simple. 

Warm 

air 

rises. 

cool air 

falls. This is 

the basis 

of 

all 

storm 

systems 

- 

including a tornado. 

Thermals 

(columns of 

warm 

air 

trapped 

in 

a 

location) are used 

by glider 

pilots and 

hovering 

birds 

(YOU 

can 

often 

see 

birds rising 

in the warm 

air currents 

above 

a 

motorway 

for 

instance). Now if 

a colder mass 

of air 

moves 

in 

and 

displaces 

this 

thermal 

it can set 

it in motion, 

giving it 

a 

spin 

if 

you 

like. 

The 

column 

then revolves 

in the 

typical 

whirlwind 

fashion. 

Normally 

this 

would 

then move 

off (like a 

spinning top) 

in 

a 

line. 

However, 

under 

some 

circumstances, it 

can stand 

still - 

especially 

if 

its 

passage 

forward 

is 

blocked 

(eg by a 

sudden rise 

of ground or 

hill). 

Or Meaden was 

especially 

interested in 

this 

last 

point. 

For 

it 

provides 

a 

theoretically novel 

meteorological 

phenomenon. 

What 

factors 

can 

prevent a 

whirlwind from 

moving and 

make 

it 

remain 

stationary?
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2. 

FACTS 

ABOUT 

THE 

MYSTERY 

CIRCLE~ 

2.1 

What 

a~e 
the 

Circles?

19

The 

mystery 

circle 

sets 

are 

flattened 

areas 

of 

cereal 

crops. 

usually 

consisting 

of 

a 

large 

central 

circle 

and 

either 

2 

or 

4 

smaller 

circles 

arranged 

geometrically 

around 

the 

central 

circle 

as 

on 

a 

dice. 

The 

outer 

circles 

are 

placed 

equidistant 

from 

eachother 

and 

are 

between 

12 

and 

15 

feet 

across; 

the 

central 

circle 

is 

much 

larger. 

between 

45 

and 

60 

feet 

in 

diameter. 

and 

the 

whale 

formation 

can 

be 

as 

large 

as 

120 

feet 

from 

corner 

to 

corner. 

The 

crop 

itself 

is 

undamaged 

in 

any 

way. 

but 

laid 

flat 

in 

a 

swirled 

pattern 

about 

1-1.5 

inches 

above 

the 

ground 

surface. 

All 

recentlY 

reported 

circle 

formations 

in 

Britain 

consisted 

of 

clockwise 

swirls. 

the 

only 

known 

photographic 

example 

of 

an 

anti-clockwise 

swirl 

was 

due 

to 

the 

negative 

being 

reversed. 

The 

central 

point 

of 

the 

swirl 

is 

not 

always 

precisely 

at 

the 

centre 

of 

the 

circle. 

Many 

witnesses 

have 

closely 

examined 

the 

circle 

sets 

and 

found 

no 

evidence 

of 

damage 

to 

the 

stems 

or 

heads. 

of 

the 

crop. 

no 

evidence 

of 

deposits 

such 

as 

chemicals 

on 

the 

crop 

and 

no 

suspicious 

marks 

or 

holes 

on 

the 

ground 

surface. 

Surrounding 

crop 

is 

similarly 

undamaged 

in 

any 

way. 

although 

there 

may 

be 

subsequent 

damage 

by 

the 

wind. 

Significantly 

the 

circles 

themselves 

are 

always 

accurately 

delineated. 

there 

is 

no 

gradation 

between 

the 

circle 

itself 

and 

the 

surrounding. 

untouched 

crop. 

In 

addition, 

no 

crop 

has 

ever 

been 

removed 

from 

the 

formations. 

nor 

any 

displaced 

crop 

found 

nearby. 
The 

circle 

sets 

first 

attracted 

nationwide 

interest 

in 

1980 

when 

sets 

were 

discovered 

at 

the 

Westbury 

White 

Horse 

Hill 

in 

Wiltshire. 

Since 

then 

sets 

have 

appeared 

regularly 

during 

the 

summer 

months 

across 

Southern 

England. 

with 

increasing 

media 

hysteria 

about 

their 

origin. 

It 

may 

be 

a 

significant 

fact 

that 

the 

first 

circle 

sets 

only 

consisted 

of 

3 

circles 

whilst 

sets 

of 

5 

did 

not 

make 

their 

regular 

appearance 

until 

1983. 

During 

1985. 

six 

sets 

of 

circles 

gained 

nationwide 

publicity 

in 

the 

press. 

TV 

and 

radio. 

these 

were 

at

istica! 

analysis 

of 

the 

circles might 

reveal a 

common locational 

or 

such 

as 

the 

geology 

of 

the sites. 

Unfortunately. 

the circle 

sites 

were 

mainly 

on 

chalk 

or 

alluvial 

deposits. 

so any stress 

would not 

be 

very 

great. 

The 

’Daily 

Expr~22’ 

(2.12.84) 

has 

reported a case 

in which a 

large 

block 

of 

earth 

measuring 

yards 

across had 

allegedly 

been removed en 

masse 

and 

displaced 

several 

yards away. 

presumably by 

earth forces. 

Is 

it 

possible 

that 

similar 

forces 

caused 

circle sets to 

appear under 

certain 

conditions? 

Because 

these 

theories 

are 

very 

speculative. and 

because it is 

not 

clear 

what 

forces 

are 

involved. 

it seems 

very unlikely 

that circle 

sets 

can 

be 

explained 

in 

such 

terms. 

In addition. 

if natural 

forces can 

cause 

circle 

sets, 

why 

have 

they 

just 

started 

doing so. and 

why always on 

Friday 

or 

Saturday 

nights?

CHEMICAL 

WARFARE 

THEORY

It 

has 

been 

suggested 

that 

it might be 

necessary 

for the military 

to 

periodically 

test 

chemical 

warfare 

on 

ordinary crops. 

and that the 

circles 

were 

caused 

by 

a 

small 

amount of 

such a substance 

being 

dropped 

from 

above 

and 

spreading 

out. 

The substance 

would cause 

the stems 

to 

weaken. 

thereby 

falling 

over 

under their 

own weight. It 

is known 

that 

over-fertilisation 

of 

cereal 

crops 

can cause this 

effect. 

although 

this 

never 

occurs 

in 

such 

a 

regular pattern. 

Apart 

from 

the 

clear 

dangers 

involved 

to the civilian 

population 

it 

seems 

clear 

that 

in 

the 

event 

of war there 

must be many 

more 

destructive 

weapons 

available 

for 

use 

than 

something 

which caused 

wheat crops 

to 

wilt 

under 

their 

own 

weight.

PARALLEL 

UNIVERSES 

THEORY

Cley 

Hill. 

Longleat. 

Wiltshire 

on 

or 

before 

Sunday 

16th 

June 

White 

Horse. 

Bratton. 

Westbury 

almost 

certainly 

on 

Sunday 

16th 

June 

Tolymare 

Farm. 

Findon. 

Brighton 

definitely 

on 

Saturday 

29th 

June 

Gander 

Down. 

Alresford. 

Winchester 

definitely 

on 

Saturday 

6th 

July 

Fonthill 

Bishop. 

near 

the 

A303 

probably 

on 

Saturday 

20th 

July 

Goodworth 

Clatford. 

Andover 

before 

Wednesday 

31st 

July

It 

has 

been 

suggested 

that 

the circle 

sets were the 

result of 

parallel 

universes 

interacting 

with eachother 

in the 

same way that 

2 

adjacent 

radio 

stations 

’drift’ 

in and out 

of frequency, 

such 

interaction 

may 

be 

observable 

bY gravitational 

effects. 

This seems 

to be 

an 

incredible 

theory 

until 

we 

appreciate 

that many 

different energies 

and 

frequencies 

exist 

in 

our 

environment 

that we cannot 

directly 

sense 

(eg 

electromagnetic 

wave,. 

ultrasonic 

so~nds). Some 

hypothetical 

research 

by 

Dr 

Paul 

Davies 

does 

indicate 

the possibility 

that parallel 

universes 

may 

exist 

all 

around 

us. and only 

rarely come 

into direct 

contact 

with 

our 

reality. 

However. 

this 

doesn.t explain 

why such 

interacting 

should 

take 

the 

form of such 

an unusual 

feature as a set 

of 

5 

circles 

of 

flattened 

wheat. 

usually at 

weekends. and 

always 

overnight 

across 

a 

specific 

part 

of 

England. 

Why has 

this effect 

only just 

started? 

And 

why 

are 

no 

other 

gravitational 

effects 

occuring in. for 

example. 

the 

centres 

of 

cities?

The 

dates 

shown 

are 

not 

nece~sarily 

those 

on 

which 

the 

circles 

were 

formed. 

but 

are 

the 

dates 

on 

which 

the 

circles 

were 

first 

reported. 

’Daily 

Express’ 

photographer 

Chris 

Wood 

has 

made 

measurements 

of 

most 

known 

circle 

sets 

but 

is 

reluctant 

to 

publish 

accurate 

measurements 

since 

this 

might 

allow 

hoaxers 

to 

replicate 

current 

circle 

formations 

(if 

they 

aren.t 

doing 

this 

already 

of 

course’. 

However. 

he 

does 

point 

out 

that 

no 

two 

circle 

sets 

are 

ever 

precisely 

identical. 

and 

that 

the 

central 

circle 

is 

always 

slightly 

elliptical 

rather 

than 

a 

perfect 

circle. 
It 

is 

a 

certainty 

that 

other 

circle 

sets 

appeared 

during 

1985 

but 

were 

not 

publicised. 

in 

particular. 

a 

former 

Paths 

and 

Bridleways 

Officer 

at 

Hampshire 

County 

Council 

knew 

of 

a 

set 

of 

rings 

near 

Cheriton 

Wood. 

Alresford 

which 

were 

not 

reported 

because 

the 

local 

landowners 

feared 

an 

invasion 

by 

the 

media. 

This 

is 

a 

real 

problem 

for 

the 

farmers 

as 

they 

lose 

overC200 

worth 

of 

crop 

for 

each 

circle 

set 

in 

addition 

to 

the 

damage 

caused 

by 

interested 

sight 

seers 

invading 

their 

property. 

Consequently. 

whilst 

1985 

is 

generally 

believed 

to 

have 

produced 

more 

reports 

of 

the 

circles 

sets 

than 

any 

previous 

y.ar, 

it 

cannot 

be 

assumed 

that 

the 

phenomenon 

is 

a 

growing 

problem.

The 

9 

theories 

described 

are all defective 

in some 

way. few of 

them 

satisfactorily 

explain 

how 

the 

circles can 

be formed 

and few of them 

explain 

a 

reason 

for 

their 

appearance. 

It 

is important 

to realise 

that 

circle 

sets 

appear 

to 

be 

a 

long 

established 

phenomenon 

that is not 

solely 

confined 

to 

Britain. 

Would any hoax 

theory explain 

these 

characteristics? 

It 

may 

well 

be that some 

combination 

of theories 

can 

successfully 

deal 

with 

the 

circles 

phenomenon 

rather 

than relying 

on a 

single 

cause 

for 

their 

regular 

and provacative 

appearance.
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Problems Problems

It 

is 

believed 

by 

several 

researchers 

that 

similar 

circle 

sets 

have 

en 

appearing 

throughout 

the 

world 

for 

many 

years, 

perhaps 

as 

long 

ago 

as 

the 

1940s. 

They 

are 

well 

known 

amongst 

the 

older 

residents 

of 

Al 

resford, 

Hampshire 

as 

the’ 

Cher

on 

Rings’. 

Mystery 

circle 

sets 

have 

been 

reported 

throughout 

the 

world. 

Hugh 

Cochrane, 

writing 

in 

’Gateway 

iQ 

Oblivion’, 

describes 

similar 

circle 

sets 

in 

Australia 

and 

Canada. 

’The 

Unexplained’ 

published 

a 

photograph 

of 

a 

circle 

set 

found 

in 

Switzerland. 

At 

one 

Queensland 

site, 

200 

tiny 

circles 

were 

allegedly 

found, 

each 

was 

about 

18 

inches 

across, 

but 

these 

circles 

were 

usually 

burnt 

and 

had 

been 

gouged 

into 

the 

earth. 

Following 

the 

Tully, 

Queensland 

report 

of 

an 

unidentified 

flying 

object 

rising 

out 

of 

a 

swamp 

and 

leaving 

behind 

a 

swirled 

area, 

the 

Australian 

press 

had 

dubbed 

their 

circles 

as 

’Flying 

Saucer 

Nests’. 

The 

1985 

circles 

have 

all 

been 

visited, 

photographed 

and 

measured 

by 

either 

Chris 

Wood, 

Pat 

Delgado 

or 

SIGAP. 

The 

circles 

often 

laid 

across 

tramlines 

left 

by 

the 

tractor 

at 

sowing, 

but 

some 

circles 

lay 

in 

isolated 

parts 

of 

the 

fields, 

making 

their 

nocturnal 

construction 

by 

any 

hoaxer 

that 

much 

more 

difficult. 

Because 

of 

the 

inevitable 

media 

attention, 

it 

was 

difficult 

to 

obtain 

photographs 

of 

the 

sets 

before 

pressmen, 

land 

owners 

and 

interested 

local 

residents 

had 

walked 

across 

them. 

However, 

photographs 

have 

been 

taken 

very 

soon 

after 

the 

discovery 

of 

the 

sets 

and 

these 

photos 

show 

very 

inconclusive 

evidence 

of 

tamp

ring. 

Eye 

witnesses 

report 

that 

they 

see 

no 

evidence 

of 

tracks 

that 

might 

be 

left 

by 

hoaxers, 

but 

aerial 

photographs 

do 

reveal 

vague 

traces 

of 

damage 

through 

surrounding 

crop. 

These 

may 

be 

caused 

by 

animals 

or 

by 

people 

measuring 

or 

inspecting 

the 

sets. 

Photographs 

taken 

above 

the 

Gander 

Down 

formation 

reveal 

a 

small 

track 

running 

through 

the 

south 

east 

to 

north 

east 

outer 

circles, 

possibly 

making 

use 

of 

the 

tram 

lines, 

but 

these 

tracks 

could 

not 

be 

seen 

from 

the 

ground. 

Not 

aJl 

circle 

sets 

displayed 

any 

conclusive 

tracks 

at 

all, 

certainly 

none 

exhibited 

tracks 

that 

were 

obvious 

to 

the 

first 

witnesses 

at 

the 

scene. 

This 

is 

particularly 

puzzling 

as 

it 

is 

quite 

impossible 

to 

walk 

through 

a 

field 

of 

near 

ripe 

wheat 

or 

barley 

without 

Jeaving 

large 

swathes 

of 

damage 

such 

as 

that 

left 

by 

sight 

seers 

at 

the 

1983 

Westbury 

site 

(see 

front 

cover). 

All 

the 

we11-pubJicised 

1985 

circle 

sets 

were 

discovered 

early 

in 

the 

morning, 

usually 

by 

local 

landowners, 

and 

most 

had 

not 

been 

present 

the 

previous 

day. 

The 

Tolymare 

Farm 

circle 

set 

was 

first 

discovered 

by 

local 

landowner 

Ken 

Johnson 

and 

his 

gamekeeper 

at 

about 

5.50 

am. 

Both 

men 

reported 

that 

they 

saw 

a 

’hazy 

mist’ 

rising 

up 

from 

the 

central 

circl 

e 

in 

’a 

series 

of 

fountains’. 

They 

made 

a 

search 

of 

the 

surrounding 

crop 

but 

could 

not 

find 

any 

suspicious 

markings, 

despite 

their 

f2miliarity 

with 

animaJ 

tracks. 

In 

this 

particular 

caSe 

nearby 

woodland 

was 

found 

to 

be 

damaged 

at 

the 

top 

of 

the 

canoply, 

but 

again 

this 

was 

hardly 

a 

conclusive 

discovery. 

Significantly, 

nothing 

had 

been 

seen 

or 

heard 

overnight 

by 

local 

residents 

even 

though 

they 

lived 

as 

near 

as 

250 

yards 

to 

the 

circle 

set.

1. 

About 90 ~ of 

UFO reports 

have very 

ordinary 

explanations. 

ranging from 

stars and 

aeroplanes. to 

weather 

balloons 

and 

satellites. 

All three of 

these reports 

are 

almost 

certainly 

explicable and 

may represent 

brightly 

lit 

aircraft 

or 

helicopters, 

the Simms 

report in 

particular 

may 

represent 

a 

misidentification 

of the 

planet 

Venus, 

which 

was 

particularly 

brilliant at 

the time. 

2. 

The relativelY 

few UFO 

reports for 

which 

no 

explanation 

can 

be found do 

not appear to 

be alien 

spacecraft 

and 

may 

well 

have 

natural 

identifications 

following 

further 

evaluation. 

3. 

It may be that 

somebody on 

the fringe 

of 

the 

UFO 

movement 

is 

using the 

UFO/Circle myth 

to increase 

interest 

in 

their 

particular 

activities 

(skywatching. 

social 

club 

etc) 

or 

to sell their 

(wildly 

specuJative) 

books.

LEY LINES

It was claimed 

that some 

of the circle 

sets 

lay 

on 

what 

was 

termed 

a 

’Ley 

Line’. In 

’Flying Saucer 

Review’ (Vol 

27 

No 

5 

p14) 

three 

formations 

of 3 

circles have 

been plotted 

on a sketch 

map 

and 

shown 

to 

lie 

approximately on 

a straight 

line (but NOT 

a 

’Ley 

Line’). 

The 

Cley 

Hill 

and 

the Goodworth 

Clatford 

circle sets of 

1985 

lie 

on 

a 

line 

that 

misses 

Stonehenge by about 

0.3 km. 

Could some 

ill-defined 

’natural’ 

force 

flow 

along these 

apparent lines 

and somehow 

cause 

the 

circle 

sets 

to 

appear? 1 .

Ley Line 

enthusiasts have 

not explained 

exactlv 

forces 

a~e 

flowing along 

’Ley Lines’. 

Even if they 

had, 

they 

have 

not 

shown that 

such forces 

exist or are 

connected 

with 

circle 

sites. No device 

exists which can 

measure Ley 

Lines, 

thev 

only 

e~ist 

as lines on a 

map. 

It has been 

shown that some 

sites on 

so-called 

Lev 

Lines 

were 

first 

constructed 

at wildly 

different dates, 

making 

a 

causal 

link 

highly improbable. The occurence 

of Ley Lines 

and Ley 

Points 

has 

been 

shown 

to 

occur with a 

relatively 

high frequency 

by 

generating 

a 

random 

series of grid 

references 

and then 

trying 

to 

connect 

them. 

The frequency 

of $ych Leys 

is 

increased 

by 

the 

inaccuracy 

of scale on 

the map.

2. 3. 4.

2.2 

The 

Circl 

es’ 

Characterist 

ics

OTHER 

FORCE FIELD 

THEORIES

In 

general 

there 

are 

13 

characteristics 

of 

the 

circle 

sets 

that 

need 

to 

be 

explained, 

namely:

It has been 

suggested that 

the circle 

sets 

are 

formed 

by 

some 

poorly 

unde~stood ’natural’ 

phenomena 

such as 

’earth1ights’. 

In 

"Piece 

fo~ 
a 

Jigsa"!". 

L.G.Cramp 

describes 

an experiment 

in 

which 

bladesaf-g~as’s 

- 

responded to a 

strong 

electro-magnetic 

field. 

It 

has 

been 

suggested 

that 

this might 

account for 

the swirled 

pattern 

in 

the 

wheat. 

Similarly, the 

existence 

of large 

amounts 

of 

stress 

in 

geologically 

active 

areas (such 

as in adjacent 

fault 

lines) 

is 

believed 

to 

cause 

piezo-e1ectrica1 

effects (See 

’~arth1iqhts’by 

Paul 

Devereux). 

Perhaps 

a

1. 

All 

appea~ed 

in 

mature 

cereal 

crops, 

oats, 

wheat 

or 

barley. 

2. 

AJl 

appeared 

overnight 

during 

summer 

months. 

3. 

There 

is 

a 

relatively 

high 

chance 

that 

all 

five 

of 

the 

six 

1985 

circle 

sets 

appeared 

over 

weekends, 

sets 

appearing 

in 

1984 

all 

appeared 

over 

Thursday/Friday 

nights. 

4. 

All 

the 

well 

publicised 

circle 

sets 

since 

1980 

consisted 

of 

either 

3 

or 

5 

sharply 

defined 

circles 

geometrically 

Jaid 

out 

with 

a 

larger 

circle 

in 

the 

centre 

of 

the 

formation.
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5. 

All 

were 

of 

similar 

but 

not 

identical 

dimensions. 

ie 

very 

large. 

6. 

In 

each 

case 

the 

crop 

was 

not 

damaged 

or 

displaced. 

7. 

In 

each 

case 

the 

crop 

was 

laid 

gently 

flat 

in 

a 

clockwise 

swirled 

pattern 

about 

1-1.5 

inches 

above 

the 

surface. 

8. 

No 

deposits 

were 

found 

on 

the 

crop 

or 

the 

ground. 

9. 

5 

of 

the 

6 

circle 

sets 

found 

in 

1985 

were 

clearly 

visible 

from 

natural 

vantage 

points 

as 

if 

they 

were 

meant 

to 

be 

seen. 

only 

the 

Goodworth 

Clatford 

circles 

were 

in 

a 

remote 

point 

(they 

were 

only 

discovered 

from 

an 

aeroplane 

by 

Busty 

Taylor 

of 

the 

Surrey 

Investigation 

Group 

on 

Aerial 

Phenomena). 

10. 

No 

local 

residents 

reported 

any 

unusual 

activity 

on 

the 

night 

the 

circles 

were 

formed. 

11. 

No 

conclusive 

tracks 

were 

found 

in 

adjacent 

undamaged 

crop, 

although 

some 

tracks 

that 

may 

have 

been 

caused 

by 

animals 

or 

interested 

sight 

seers 

were 

later 

identified 

from 

aerial 

photos. 

12. 

All 

6 

circles 

received 

unprecedented 

media 

coverage. 

13. 

No 

reasonable 

explanation 

for 

the 

circles 

has 

been 

found.

THE 

’HIPPY’ 

THEORY

’Daily 

Express’ 

photographer 

Chris Wood 

has made an 

extensive 

studY 

of 

the 

circles 

phenomenon, 

and 

as a result, 

he has 

tentatively 

suggested 

that 

the 

circles 

were 

a 

dropping 

zone for 

drugs. He 

points out that 

the 

Bratton 

circles 

appeared 

only 

3 days before 

the notorious 

hippy 

convoy 

arrived 

on 

its 

way 

to 

the 

outlawed 

free pop 

festival at 

Stonehenge. 

Presumably 

the 

hippies 

would 

have sent out 

scouts to 

search for a 

camp. 

thus 

avoiding 

the 

considerable 

police 

presence in the 

area.

Problem~

2.3 

Other 

Notes

1. 

The 

circles 

were 

hardly 

inconspicuous, 

any aircraft 

dropping 

drugs 

into 

such 

an 

unusual 

feature 

would be 

bound to alert 

the police, 

who 

would 

have 

kept 

a 

constant 

watch on the 

Bratton hippy 

camp. 

2. 

Even 

if 

drugs 

had 

been 

dropped 

into the 

fields at 

night, no 

damage 

was 

ever 

found 

to 

indicate such 

an operation, 

and no 

rumour 

ever 

surfaced 

to 

such 

a 

plan. 

3. 

The 

theory 

fails 

to 

account 

for the 

other five circles 

sets 

reported 

in 

1985 

(and 

for 

nearly 

all 

the previous 

years 

circles) as hippy 

camps 

had 

not 

been 

found 

nearby. 

4. 

The 

circles 

appeared 

just 

as the hippies 

Were nearing 

the free 

pop 

festival, 

hardly 

the 

time 

to start 

trafficing drugs 

by air!

It 

has 

been 

suggested 

that 

the 

reason 

why 

circle 

sets 

have 

only 

been 

found 

in 

cereal 

crops 

is 

because 

of 

.the 

pliable 

structure 

of 

the 

stems. 

Circles 

formed 

in 

strong 

grass 

would 

disappear 

almost 

as 

soon 

as 

they 

were 

formed. 

This 

of 

course 

begs 

the 

question 

as 

to 

why 

circle 

sets 

have 

only 

appeared 

in 

cereal 

crops 

found 

in 

the 

south 

of 

England 

or 

in 

remote 

parts 

of 

Australia. 

Why 

is 

there 

such 

an 

uneven 

geographical 

distribut- 

ion 

of 

circle 

sets? 

It 

Is 

interesting 

to 

note 

that 

most 

circles 

contained 

isolated 

stems 

that 

had 

sprung 

back 

UP 

in 

the 

days 

following 

the 

circles’ 

discovery. 

This 

indicates 

that 

the 

process 

by 

which 

the 

circles 

were 

formed 

cannot 

last 

very 

long. 

The 

fact 

that 

most 

circle 

sets 

reported 

during 

1985 

were 

first 

reported 

over 

weekends 

suggests 

that 

the 

circles 

are 

formed 

by 

humans 

rather 

than 

by 

natural 

forces, 

however 

this 

may 

be 

because 

some 

circles 

appeared 

in 

isolated 

locations 

during 

the 

week 

but 

were 

not 

discovered 

until 

the 

following 

weekend. 

Landowners 

would 

be 

expected 

to 

notice 

any 

damage 

to 

their 

fields 

almost 

immediately, 

rather 

than 

the 

following 

Saturday 

or 

Sunday. 

Unfortunately, 

no 

one 

has 

been 

caught 

causing 

damage 

to 

fields 

in 

the 

same 

areas 

as 

the 

circle 

sets. 

even 

though 

landowners 

such 

as 

Commander 

Bruce 

(Gander 

Down 

set) 

are 

convinced 

the 

circles 

are 

caused 

by 

hoaxers. 

During 

1983 

the 

’Daily 

Mirror’ 

is 

known 

to 

have 

manufactured 

a 

hoax 

circle 

at 

Westbury 

in 

an 

attempt 

to 

fool 

the 

’Daily 

Express’. 

whilst 

Philip 

Taylor’s 

observation 

that 

the 

circle 

set 

found 

near 

Dennis 

Healey’s 

house 

was 

susPiciously 

located 

at 

Cley 

Hill 

tends 

to 

support 

the 

view 

that 

all 

the 

circle 

sets 

may 

be 

hoaxes. 

The 

fact 

that 

some 

multiple 

circle 

sets 

have 

certainly 

been 

caused 

by 

hoaxers 

potentially 

casts 

considerable 

doubt 

about 

the 

authenticity 

f 

some 

of 

the 

smaller 

circle 

sets 

that 

have 

appeared 

over 

the 

past 

few 

years. 

However. 

the 

sheer 

size 

and 

precision 

of 

last 

year’s 

circles 

begs 

a 

difficult 

question - 
If 

the 

Circles 

are 

Hoaxes, 

How 

are 

they 

Made? 

The 

Army 

Air 

Corps 

Station 

at 

Middle 

Wallop 

was 

drawn 

into 

the 

Circle 

Mystery 

last 

summer 

by 

light 

hearted 

allegations 

by 

a 

Mr 

Liddell 

of 

Westover 

Farm 

that 

they 

had 

caused 

the 

circles 

by 

flying 

helicopters 

over 

the 

Goodworth 

Clatford 

site. 

Lt 

Col 

Edgecombe 

of 

the 

Aviation 

Standards 

Branch 

investigated 

the 

Goodworth 

Clatford 

circle 

set 

with 

Major 

Garrow 

of 

the 

REME, 

they 

found 

a 

typical 

circle 

set 

with 

a 

central 

circle 

measuring 

40 

feet 

across 

and 

the 

four 

outer 

circles 

measuring 

12 

feet 

across. 

Several 

circles 

lay 

across 

the 

tram 

lines 

but 

one 

circle 

was 

completely 

isolated 

on 

its 

own. 

with 

no 

tell-tale 

tracks 

leading 

out 

from 

the 

tram 

lines.

UNIDENTIFIED 

FLYING 

OBJECTS

Many 

media 

sources 

have 

continued 

to 

blame UFOs for 

the circles’ 

appearance 

despite 

statements 

to the contrary 

by members 

of the 

British 

UFO 

Research 

Association. 

There 

is no 

theoretical 

justification for 

this 

belief 

since 

it 

is 

wrong 

to 

try 

and explain 

one inexplicable 

phenomena 

(the 

cipcles) 

with 

another 

(UFOs). 

Unfortunately, 

the 

media still 

believes 

that 

if 

UFOs 

are 

anything 

at all, 

they must be 

spacecraft 

from 

another 

world. 

visiting 

us 

as 

if we were 

some sort of 

intergalactic 

zoo! 

Consequently, 

as 

soon 

as 

the 

circles appear. 

the cry 

goes UP ’It must 

be 

those 

UFOs 

again.... 

To 

be 

fair. 

at 

least 

two 

circle sets in 

1985 were 

accompanied by 

reports 

of 

UFOs. 

SIGAP 

received 

an interesting 

UFO report 

from a 

Mrs 

Joan 

Simms 

of 

Over 

Wallop, 

who claimed 

that she had 

observed a 

brilliantly 

lit 

UFO 

for 

20 

minutes 

early on 

the morning 

of August 

7th 

(at 

least 

7 

days 

after 

the 

appearance 

of 

the Goodworth 

Clatford ~ircle 

set). 

The 

UFO 

consisted 

of 

5 

lights in a 

dice-like 

fopmation. the 

outer 

lights 

repeatedly 

entered 

and 

left the 

central light. 

The witness 

claimed 

that

’the 

light 

was 

so 

bright that 

it burnt my 

eyes 

to 

watch 

it 

for too long.’

’The 

Unknown’ 

(February 

1986) 

describes 

a second 

report in the 

Stockbridge 

area 

from 

a 
Mr 

and 

Mrs Pat 

Collins. They 

described the 

UFO 

as 

’a 

big 

funfair 

wheel 

hovering 

in the 

sky’. The 

outer rim of 

the 

object 

appeared 

to 

be 

a 

continuous 

ring 

of light 

whilst the 

brighter 

lights 

of 

the 

spokes 

were 

made 

UP of many 

separate lights. 

Three 

days 

before 

the 

Tolymare 

Farm 

cipcle set 

appeared, five 

witnesses 

claimed 

to 

have 

seen 

a pulsating 

yellow light 

in the same 

general 

area 

to 

where 

the 

circles 

later 

appeared. The 

UFO hovered 

for 

several 

minutes 

before 

shooting 

off at high 

speed.
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3. 

Helicopters 

are very noisy 

and 

expensive 

machines. 

hardly 

the sort of 

vehicle to be 

used in such 

a 

hoax. 

and 

always 

likely 

to attract 

attention to 

themselves. 

4. 

Finally, it 

was thought to 

be quite 

unrealistic 

to 

expect 

the 

helicopter 

pilot to suspend 

a device 

above 

the 

field 

to 

create 

the 

circles as the 

line would 

swing in the 

downwash 

and 

could 

not 

be 

made to rotate, 

causing 

the swirled 

pattern 

characteristic 

of 

all 

known circle 

sets. OTHER 

MILITARY 

DEVICES

A 

more speculative 

theory 

suggests 

that 

the 

circles 

are 

caused 

by 

remotely 

piloted 

vehicles (RPVs) 

known as 

’drones’. 

Some 

of 

these 

military 

devices 

are known to 

be odd 

shaped, 

very 

quiet 

and 

reputedly 

nearly 

invisible 

to radar 

detection. Their 

purpose 

is 

to 

undertake 

electronic and 

photographic 

surveillance 

of 

enemy 

bases 

and 

consequently they 

would be 

ideally suited 

to 

flying 

to 

a 

circle 

site 

on 

a 

pre-programmed 

flight plan, 

lower some 

device 

onto 

the 

crop, 

and 

then 

flyaway 

without 

attracting 

attention to 

themselves. 

Obviously 

technical 

information about 

such 

devices 

is 

not 

generally 

available, but it 

has been 

suggested that 

RPVs 

would 

be 

propelled 

by 

rotors 

and 

consequently their 

effects on 

the 

wheat 

would 

be 

identical 

to 

that 

of a helicopter. 

However, 

assuming 

that 

an 

RPV 

could 

be 

made 

to 

carry 

out the hoax, 

two firms 

exist in the 

South 

of 

England 

that 

manufacture them. 

Is it possible 

that 

either 

of 

these 

firms 

are 

merely 

testing 

their 

devices. 

demonstrating their 

technical 

superiority 

to 

possible 

buyers? Alternatively, 

a large 

number of 

military 

establishments 

exist 

in 

the 

South of 

England, especially 

on 

Salisbury 

Plain. 

which 

mav 

have 

such 

devices. 

Could the 

circles 

represent the 

annual 

culmination 

of 

a 

training 

programme 

by the 

military? It 

should 

be 

pointed 

out 

that 

several 

reports 

of unidentified 

flving 

objects 

in 

the 

South 

of 

England 

have 

been suspected 

RPVs (eg 

Sopley 1967, 

Lowtherville 

1985).

Problems

1. 

Not enough is 

known about 

RPVs to 

determine 

their 

capabilities. 

Even if it 

could be shown 

that RPVs 

can 

be 

controlled 

with 

such 

accuracy, such 

a hoax would 

still run 

the 

risk 

of 

damage 

to 

an expensive 

and secret 

device. What 

gain 

would 

there 

be? 

2. 

No one is 

likely to admit 

that they own 

an 

RPV, 

especially 

the 

Ministry of 

Defence, as 

they must be 

of 

great 

interest 

to 

other nations. 

3. 

Carrying out 

tests under 

cover of 

darkness 

(with 

unlighted 

RPVs?) 

mu~t present 

a clear risk 

to other air 

traffic 

as 

well 

as 

local 

residents. 

4. 

This theory 

still doesn’t 

account for 

how 

the 

circles 

are 

made. 

it simply 

presents a novel 

method for 

transporting 

the 

agent 

of 

the hoax to 

the location 

without being 

discovered 

and 

without 

leaving tell-tale 

marks in 

surrounding 

crop.
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Because 

Middle 

Wallop 

had 

been 

implemented. 

Lt 

Col 

Edgecombe 

decided 

_0 
submit 

a 

report 

about 

the 

Goodworth 

Clatford 

circle 

set 

to 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence. 

He 

was 

subsequently 

asked 

to 

submit 

photographs 

and 

negatives 

of 

the 

site. 

Pat 

Delgado 

later 

rang 

the 

Ministry 

of 

Defence 

to 

discover 

if 

they 

knew 

the 

cause 

of 

the 

circles. 

but 

he 

was 

told, 

rather 

unsatisfactorily, 

that 

thevhad 

not 

received 

reports 

of 

any 

other 

circle 

sets 

(perhaps 

they 

don’t 

read 

the 

newspapers) 

and 

that 

in 

any 

case 

they 

would 

only 

be 

interested 

in 

the 

circles 

if 

(sic)

’...there 

was 

a 

belief 

that 

UK 

airspace 

had 

been 

breached....

This 

ambiguous 

statement 

could 

be 

interpreted 

as 

meaning 

that 

the 

MoD 

knows 

who 

or 

what 

is 

causing 

the 

circles 

but 

that 

they 

will 

not 

share 

this 

information 

with 

the 

public. 

Alternatively, 

it 

might 

also 

indicate 

that 

they 

simply 

don’t 

know 

or 

care, 

despite 

widespread 

interest. 

in 

the 

subject. 

Significantly 

this 

statement 

does 

not 

clarify 

whose 

belief 

is 

important 

in 

deciding 

whether 

’UK 

airspace 

had 

been 

breached’, 

in 

other 

words, 

it 

appears 

that 

the 

MoD 

is 

simply 

avoiding 

the 

question 

altogether. If 

this 

lack 

of 

official 

concern 

wasn’t 

enough, 

there 

was 

a 

further 

development 

in 

the 

Goodworth 

Clatford 

circles. 

Busty 

Taylor 

of 

SIGAP 

reported 

that 

he 

had 

discovered 

an 

unusual 

greenish/white 

jelly-like 

substance 

in 

the 

central 

ring 

on 

August 

11th 

(at 

least 

11 

days 

after 

the 

circles 

appearance). 

He 

had 

lived 

on 

farms 

for 

many 

years 

but 

did 

not 

recognise 

the 

substance 

as 

animal 

excreta. 

SIGAP 

sent 

this 

substance 

to 

the 

University 

of 

Surrey 

and 

to 

the 

National 

Testing 

Laboratory, 

but 

these 

tests 

were 

inconclusive. 

The 

University 

of 

Surrey 

identified 

starch 

grains, 

calcium 

carbonate 

and 

a 

large 

number 

of 

bacteria 

in 

the 

sample. 

indicating 

to 

them 

that 

the 

sample 

was 

’some 

kind 

of 

confectionary 

that 

had 

gone 

off’. 

They 

also 

noted 

a 

slight 

smell 

of 

honey. 

NTL 

examined 

the 

jelly 

under 

infrared 

and 

ultraviolet 

light 

for 

bacteria 

and 

concluded 

that 

the 

sample 

contained

’normal 

soil 

flora 

eg. 

Bacillus 

SP 

& 

coliform 

organisms. 

No 

distinctive 

or 

unusual 

features 

were 

observed.’

More 

significantly, 

SIGAP 

also 

took 

a 

sample 

from 

within 

the 

circle 

sets 

and 

a 

control 

sample 

100 

yards 

from 

the 

circles. 

NTL 

found 

that 

neither 

sample 

emitted 

X 

Rays 

or 

Gamma 

Rays. 

both 

had 

similar 

pH 

values 

and 

both 

had 

similar 

nitrcgen 

concentrations. 

Regretfully, 

no 

one 

has 

apparently 

taken 

sam~les 

of 

the 

crop 

itself 

to 

discover 

whether 

it 

was 

contaminated 

or 

not. 

However, 

in 

view 

of 

the 

long 

delay 

between 

the 

circles’ 

discovery 

and 

the 

subsequent 

appearance 

of 

the 

unusual 

sample, 

it 

must 

be 

said 

that 

any 

connection 

with 

the 

circle 

sets 

would 

be 

at 

best 

purely 

sP

culative.

~
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3. 

THEORIES

The 

most 

popular 

theory - 
UFOs 

8,part - 
is 

that 

all 

the 

circle 

sets 

are 

hoaxes. 

This 

seems 

obvious 

when 

we 

know 

that 

some 

sets 

hav. 

been 

proved 

to 

be 

hoaxes 

(see 

for 

example 

pages 

6 

and 

7). 

Several 

different 

hoax 

theories 

have 

been 

proposed 

to 

explain 

the 

circle 

sets’ 

precise 

geometry, 

lack 

of 

suspicious 

tracks 

and 

the 

reason 

for 

their 

appearance. 

Some 

interesting 

explanations 

have 

themselves 

been 

criticised 

because 

they 

fail 

to 

explain 

why 

anybody 

should 

go 

to 

the 

trouble 

of 

producing 

such 

unusual 

features 

when 

they 

never 

appear 

to 

gain 

in 

any 

way 

from 

their 

handiwork, 

and 

that 

their 

game 

has 

been 

going 

on 

now 

for 

several 

years, 

if 
not 

a 

good 

deal 

longer. 

The 

following 

theories 

are 

just 

a 

selection 

of 

those 

discussed 

at 

an 

open 

meeting 

held 

in 

Alresford, 

Hampshire 

on 

13th 

October 

1985, 

which 

was 

attended 

on 

behalf 

of 

BUFORA 

by 

Paul 

Fuller. 

Among 

those 

present 

were 

members 

of 

the 

Surrey 

Investigation 

Group 

on 

Aerial 

Phenomena 

(SIGAP), 

Lt 

Col 

Edgecombe 

(from 

the 

Army 

Air 

Corps, 

Middle 

Wallop) 

and 

Mr 

Pat 

Delgado, 

a 

retired 

design 

engineer 

who 

first 

reported 

the 

1985 

Gander 

Down 

formation 

to 

the 

Daily 

Express 

and 

local 

TV. 

Mr 

Delgado 

has 

been 

interested 

in 

the 

circles 

phenomenon 

for 

several 

years 

and 

has 

Wl’itten 

several 

articles 

for ’EJLin.9. 
Sa’y~.t 

Review’ 

(Vol 

27 

No 

5, 

Vol 

29 

No 

1 

for 

example).

THE 

POLE 

AND 

CHAIN 

METHOD

It 

has 

been 

suggested 

by 

correspondents 

in 

the 

’Salisbury 

Journal’ 

that 

the 

circles 

were 

made 

in 

the 

following 

manner:-

The 

hoax 

is 

carried 

out 

by 

a 

team 

of 

5 

people 

under 

cover 

of 

darkness. 

The 

ringleader 

(sorry!) 

chooses 

the 

location 

for 

the 

central 

circle 

and 

using 

a 

stick 

or 

pole 

pushed 

into 

the 

ground, 

he 

attaches 

a 

chain 

or 

rod 

to 

this 

pivot, 

walks 

to 

the 

other 

end 

and 

proceeds 

to 

push 

or 

pull 

the 

chain 

or 

rod 

around 

the 

central 

pn

e, 

pushing 

down 

the 

wheat 

or 

barley 

as 

he 

goes, 

In 

addition 

to 

this 

task, 

he 

also 

has 

to 

stand 

at 

the 

centre 

of 

his 

circle 

and 

mark 

off 

his 

4 

co-conspirators 

(by 

using 

string 

perhaps) 

to 

ensure 

that 

the 

outer 

circles 

are 

both 

equidistant 

from 

his 

circle 

and 

equally 

spaced 

out 

around 

its 

rim. 

The 

4 

other 

conspirators 

form 

the 

outer 

circles 

in 

the 

same 

laborious 

way, 

with 

a 

pole 

and 

chain. 

No 

reasonable 

explanation 

has 

been 

proposed 

to 

explain 

how 

a 

single 

hoaxer 

could 

accurately 

position 

the 

outer 

circles 

at 

night 

without 

leaving 

evidence 

of 

his 

methodology. 

It 

is 

believed 

that 

the 

1983 

Westbury 

hoax 

was 

created 

in 

this 

fashion, 

but 

this 

was 

carried 

out 

during 

broad 

daylight 

and 

left 

suspicious 

tracks 

and 

marks 

across 

the 

entire 

site. 

It 

is 

difficult 

to 

understand 

how 

a 

team 

of 

hoaxers 

could 

perpetuate 

a 

hoax 

in 

this 

way 

at 

night 

without 

leaving 

similar 

tracks. 

P~Qblems

1 .

None 

of 

the 

circles 

displayed 

the 

slightest 

sign 

of 

such 

an 

operation, 

in 

particular, 

as 

the 

hoaxer 

pulled 

the 

chain 

around 

his 

central 

circle 

he 

would 

inevitably 

leave 

scuff 

marks, 

broken 

stems 

and 

damaged 

heads 

throughout 

the 

outer 

portion 

of 

the 

circle. 

No 

hole 

was 

found 

in 

any 

circle 

set 

that 

suggested 

a 

pole 

and 

chain 

had 

been 

used.
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It 

would 

be 

extremely 

difficult 

to 

throw lengths 

of string or 

rope 

to 

4 

other 

people 

60 

feet or more 

away in the 

dark without 

damaging 

the 

intervening 

crop. Again, 

no evidence 

of this was 

found 

at 

any 

of 

the 

circle 

sites. 

The 

chain 

would 

not 

lay 

the crop gently 

flat. Pat 

Delgado has 

attempted 

to 

replicate 

the 

circles by 

trYing to 

pull a 3 foot 

cane 

attached 

to 

a 

20 

lb 

spring balance 

through 

mature wheat. 

He 

subjected 

the 

cane 

to 

a 

linear (not 

sudden) pull 

an inch above 

the 

ground 

surface 

but 

discovered 

that 

the stems 

laid against 

their 

neighbours, 

building 

UP resistance. 

By the 

time he had 

pulled 

the 

cane 

just 

one 

foot. the 

balance registered 

20 Ibs. 

For 

a 

23 

foot 

radius 

circle, 

this means 

that a 

hoaxer would 

require 

a 

horizontal 

force 

of 90 lbs 

to pull the 

cane through 

the 

crop. 
An 

additional 

problem 

was 

caused by 

the stems leaning 

against 

eachother. 

Pat 

Delgado 

discovered 

that 

it was nearly 

impossible 

to 

pull 

the 

cane 

through 

the crop as 

the increasing 

strength of 

the 

crop 

forces 

the 

cane 

upwards. 

Consequently, 

any 

hoaxer would 

need 

to 

apply 

a 

vertical 

component 

of force 

to keep the 

cane horizontal 

and 

ensure 

that 

the 

CrOP 

was laid 

uniformly flat 

across the 

whole 

of 

the 

circle. 

All 

the 

equipment 

required 

for this 

hoax would have 

to be carried 

into 

the 

field 

at 

night 

without leaving 

any evidence. 

How can 

a 

hoaxer 

carry 

a 

23 

foot 

chain through 

a crop at 

night without 

touching 

the 

crop?

~
4.5.

HELICOPTER 

DAMAGE

In 

this 

theory, 

first 

proposed 

to explain 

the 1981 

Cheesefoot 

Head 

circle 

set. 

helicopter 

pilots 

fly to the 

location at 

night without 

attracting 

attention 

to 

themselves. 

They 

manoeuvre the 

helicopter 

above 

the 

field 

and 

cause 

the 

circles 

individually 

by the 

downwash of their 

helicopter’s 

rotors. 

the 

swirled 

effect is 

caused by the 

spiral motion 

of 

the 

downwash. 

It 

has 

been 

rumoured that 

somebody had 

seen and 

heard a 

helicopter 

approaching 

the 

Gander 

Down site 

on the night 

they were 

formed. 

and 

it 

is 

known 

that 

several military 

and 

commercial bodies 

exist 

in 

the 

Wessex 

Area 

that 

own helicopters 

that could 

be used in 

this 

way 

(RAF 

Odiham, 

the 

Army 

Air 

Station at 

Middle Wallop, 

’Agricopters’ 

at 

Chilbolton - 
only 

a 

couple 

of 

miles from the 

Gander Down 

and Cheesefoot 

Head 

formations),

Problems

Lt 

Col 

Edgecombe 

of 

the 

Army 

Air Station 

at Middle 

Wallop is 

professionally 

familiar 

with 

helicopter 

principles of 

flight and 

helicopter 

caused 

damage. 

He 

is 

certain that 

this theory 

is impossible 

because:-

..
1

T

2.

Helicopters 

downwash 

is 

NOT 

spiral, 

spreads outwards 

on reaching 

the 

ground 

and 

fades 

progressively 

outwards, It cannot 

end 

abruptly 

and 

so 

produces 

a 

dish-like 

depression in 

the crop, 

obviously 

wind 

generated 

and totally 

different to 

the circle sets. 

It 

is 

extremely 

difficult 

as well as 

dangerous to 

hover a 

helicopter 

without 

lights 

low over a 

precise spot in 

an open field 

at 

night. 

It 

would 

be 

impossible 

to do 

so, even with 

lights, over 

five 

symmetrically 

positioned 

spots 

without causing 

damage to the 

crop 

in 

the 

intervening 

space.
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Page 214: In May 1985 Ralph Noyes wrote to his successor as head of DS8 (which became Sec(AS) in 1985) asking if MoD had retained copies of “interesting gun-camera clips” taken by RAF aircrew during the 1950s that “suggested the existence of a puzzling phenomenon” (see DEFE 24/1925/1 - UFO correspondence 1985). In his earlier letter Noyes said he had been shown these gun camera clips in 1970 when he was head of DS8. MoD. Unfortunately, no trace of these films could be found when inquiries were made by Sec(AS) desk officers in 1985 and 1994.





The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 216 - 227: In reply to letter requesting an answer to the question was the Rendlesham Forest UFO incident ‘something to do with the American top secret Stealth craft’ landing in the forest, the MoD reply “No.” 



The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 217 - 220: Copy of original letter from member of public to MoD in 1987 describing her encounter with a UFO in Greater Manchester, one night in 1982. Her mother and herself reported losing 55 minutes following the traumatic incident. Later she underwent hypnotic regression which revealed an alleged ‘alien abduction’ experience. MoD’s response - advising her to visit her GP - dated 7 April, 1987, is at pages 207-208. Later correspondence between her and MoD can be followed in DEFE 24/1949/1.

The National Archives
UFO file release
Regional UFO report: ManchesterSee also:DEFE 24/1929/1   p208-209, 217-220 (alien abduction story)DEFE 24/1949/1   p44, 74-75, 100, 156-157 (alien abduction story)DEFE 24/1952/1   p209DEFE 24/1955/1   p175DEFE 24/1953/1   p33-37DEFE 24/1954/1   p87Note: The regional bookmarks (in blue) are a rough guide only and may not include all of the reports related to the above region featured in this release.
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The National Archives
UFO file release
Page 224: 1985-86 correspondence between MoD and David Alton MP, Ralph Noyes (former MoD Under Secretary of State) and a UFOlogist.

The National Archives
UFO file release
Regional UFO report: SuffolkSee also:DEFE 24/1929/1   p224-263 (Rendlesham)DEFE 24/1930/1   p276 (Rendlesham)DEFE 24/1931/1   p167, 182, 214, 235 (Rendlesham)DEFE 24/1942/1   p79-80 (Rendlesham)DEFE 24/1926/1   p5DEFE 24/1939/1   p116-117DEFE 24/1956/1   p84DEFE 24/1957/1   p163Note: The regional bookmarks (in blue) are a rough guide only and may not include all of the reports related to the above region featured in this release.

























The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 236 - 238: MoD’s response to Ralph Noyes’ questions on the Rendlesham incident.









The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 240 - 241: The file also contains correspondence from a retired MoD official who had an interest in UFOs. Noyes, who died in 1998, loosely based the plot of his novel A Secret Property (1985) on the Rendlesham incident; extracts from the forward to the book can be read at pages 247-248.  Copies of Noyes’s letters alleging an MoD cover-up over the Rendlesham incident were forwarded by David Alton MP to Defence Minister Michael Heseltine in May 1985, at page 239.













to me to deserve closer and more expert 
attention in Whitehall than we are 

to believe it gets at present. There 
is evidence that at least three other 

rnments take the phenomenon seriously. 
A mass of documents released in the 

under the American Freedom of Information 
Act shows a close and continuing 

terest by governmental agencies. 
The French agency GEPAN (Groupe d’Etudes des 

e’nom nes A rospatiaux Non-ident iE(s) which was set up by the then French 

inister of Defence in 1977 under CNES (Centre 
National d’Etudes Spatiales) rem- 

ains in existence despite the heavy 
retrenchment 1.n French government expenditure 

and continues to collect and anal yse 
UFO reports c.ountr y-’,,;ide. And there is a 

degree of recent evidence. in the Soviet 
Press that the Russians take a close 

interest in the phenomenon through the 
Moscow Aviation Institute and (possibly) 

the National Academv of Sciences. 
Is it really the case that the British ~10D 

takes no _systernatic’interest (as distinct 
from dealing ad hoc \ th what are felt 

to be tiresome enquiries from the public) 
? If there really is no systematic 

study of the phenomenon, viz. something 
in the nature of a small expert committee 

io Whitehall or the placing ofrespoosibility 
on a designated and expert director- 

ate in the MOD, should there not be ? Is there no liason with French and US 

agencies ’

I hope that you will feel able to comment 
on the three questons at 

the end of the preceding paragraph. I ask them, not in any spirit of contention, 

but because I believe that we cannot afford to ignore a persistent phenomenon 

which other countries appear to take 
seriously. It seems to me to deserve systematic 

study within a Defence context, even if only to dismiss it 
in the end as trivial. 

I think you will know that there are 
othersJwhose judgement is to be respected and 

whose experience qualifies them, who take a similar view, Lord Hill-Norton among 

them.

To return to the particular case of RAF Woodbridge, 
you may already 

be aware that television documentaries 
of the occurrence have been made by two 

:1 

foreign companies. The programme made by 
Cable News Net.work is now likely to be 

shown in this country before long. I have not yet seen the documentary in full, 

myself, but I understand from the organisation that they 
claim to have established 

a number of facts which are very much at 
odds with the view that Col. Halt and 

other USAF personnel merely misperceived some 
phenomenon with a wholly conventional 

explanation (the Orfordness lighthouse, a satellite re-entry, a bright meteor). 

Jhe following are among the more important 
points which Cable appear to be claiming.

1. Col. Halt adheres to the report of 13th January 
1981, of which the ~10D 

has a copy. He also confirms the authenticty 
of a tape-recording made by 

himself on site on the night of 29th December 
1980 which tallies ’wi th 

paragraph 3 of his report (and in some respects goes 
beyond it).

2. Other witnesses to the events of 27th and 
29th December 1980 reported 

by Halt have made sworn depositions.

3. Although not reported by Halt, there was an 
unusual occurence near 

RAF Woodbridgei on the niabt of 26th December 1980. 
An unidentified object 

in an area of Rendlesham Forest sufficiently 
worried USAF personnel to 

cause them to seek help from the Suffolk 
police. Police officers at 

Woodbridge (the village) have confirmed that 
they responded to this call, 

albeit without establishing unambiguous 
evidence at the site of the 

’sighting’ claimed by the USAF contingent which had 
been sent to investi- 

gate it.

4. There is evidence that RAF ~atton (and perhaps other radar installations) 
had radar traces on at least one of the 

three nights in question of an 

unidentified aerial object in the area of RAF 
Woodbridge/Rendlesham Forest

5. There is evidence that a 16mm cinp-film "as made at the site by USAF 

personnel on 29th December 1980 and was referred 
for study by the USAF 

headquarters in Germany.
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A SECRET PROPERTY Page 1 of extract

Yet the phenomenon is undoubtedly under study in at least some hack rooms... 
That air of governmental indifference is an assumed one...

From documents released under the Freedom of Information Act in America we 
have undeniable evidence of a keen interest in the phenomenon on the part of the 

CIA, the National Secur~ty Agency, and other government departments. The facts are 
meticulously documented in a rec~nt book, CLLAR INT~~T by Lawrence Fawcett and 
Barry J. Greenwood (Prentice-Hall, 1984). We know that the French government remains 
interested: GEPAN continues in existence despite ~ngeing cuts imposed on many 
departments by the Mitterand government a little while ago. (though we can only 
speculate on what use is made of its material by its directing body, the French 
equivalent of NASA). We know that tht:. Russian Academy of Sciences regularly buys 
a surprising number of each issue of the most prestigious British journal on the 

UFO phenomenon (though its importation by ordinary Soviet citizens is forbidden !). 
We must strongly suspect - to put it no higher - that the British Ministry of Defence 

is taking a close interest tn the phenomenon. As a former Ministry of Defence official 

I sincerely hope so ! Anything which can enter and leave British airspace with 

impunity, land on British territory, leave confusing traces in our radar system, 
interfere with electrical and electronic devices, register itself on film and 
out-manoeuvre British aircraft (and I think there is evidence for all these things) 
must surely be of more than passing interest to a government department which is 
charged with our defence. I hope I shall be thought to compliment rather than criti- 
eise my former colleagues and present acquaintances in Whitehall if I ruefully 
congratulate them on the suave effrontery with which they pretend to be taking no 
notice of the stranger occurrences reported to th&m !



A SECRET PROPERTY Page 2 of extract
r-- j~ - ’"
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It grieves me to add that I think we have some evidence of direct and delib- 
erate mis-statement on the part of the Ministry of Defence in at least one important 

case, the occurrence of strange events on two nights in late December 1980 in a part 

of Rendlesham Forest adjoining the USAF Base at RAF Woodbridge. W~ have the evidence 
for these events in a st~~::~ 13th January 1981 by the then Deputy.Base Commander, Lt.Col. (now .’ C ’-OK’ 

) Charles Hal t of the United States Air 

Force. This statement was not made public until 14th June 1983 when - following 

persistent pressure by the authors of CLEAR INTENT (see above) - its release was 

authorised by the USAF in America under the Freedom of Information Act. Whether this 
release was an inadvertency at rather low level in the USAF we may never know: despit~ 
the Freedom of Information Act, American agencies have proved perfectly capable (and 
often no doubt with good reason) of sustaining objections in the courts to the rel- 
ease of documents. There is certainly some evidence that Halt as not consulted about 

the release and that it somewhat dismayed him. Be that as it may, however, the letter 
of release included the extraordinary statement that the USAF had disposed of its own 

copy of Halt’s report but that: "... through diligent inquiry and the gracious consen 
of HAr Majp.sty’s gO’!!Hnment. the .British Ministry of Defence and the Royal Air Force. 
the US Air Force was provided a copy for you." The Ministry of Defence have confirme, 

in reply to a Parliamentary Question tabled by Major Sir Patrick Wall. MP, that a 

copy of Halt’s report was indeed received by them. Yet we are told in a recent book - 
SKYCRASH bv Brenda Butler, Dot Street and Jenny Randles (Neville Spearman ~~d., 1984) 
that the Ministry of Defence had flatly denied any knowledge of suppose~l~H RendleshaJ 
Forest when enquiries were made to them in 1981, following strong local rumours of an 

extraordinary occurrence.

The Ministry of Defence may well have good reasons for witholding information 

about the Rendlesham incidents. As a former Defence official,I would not wish to 

press questions on any matter touching national security; and in those circumstances 

I would not be surprised if questions pressed by others were met by a refusal to 

reply. But I cannot help feeling that it is something of a lapse from the usual 

standards of a government department to issue a direct mis-statement. Concealment is 

one thing (and is often justified), false denial is quite another.

The RAF Woodbridge case of December 1980 strikes me as one of the most interest 

ing and important of recent years, anyway in this country 
- perhaps the most signifi- 

c pt military sighting (or supposed sighting) since the celebrated events of 13th/14t 

August 1956 near RAF Bentwaters and RAF Lakenheath (both of which are, by an enter- 
taining coincidence, quite close to Woodbridge in that much-haunted county of Suffolk 

Those who wish to study the Bentwaters/Lakenheath incidents will find descriptions 

of them in the books mentioned below. The RAF Woodbridge case is described at length 
ill SKYCRASH (see a )()ve). It is also La (je the subject of several radio and television 

programmes. Much was said about it in THE NEWS OF THE WORLD in 1983, mainly in its 

issues of 2nd aod 9th October. Alone in Fleet Street, the then editor, Derek Jameson, 

decided to give space to Halt’s report; and Keith Beabey of THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 

pursued it vigorously in the face of the kind of ridicule which the "quality" news- 

papers seem to find it e~pedient to_attach to this mysterious and persistent phenom- 
enon.

It was the Woodbridge case which prompted me to take up a long-shelved intentio 
to write a "UFO book". I have chosen, quite deliberately, to cast it as a piece of 

fiction. Fiction allows the imagination to range widely, and it seems to me that this 

can sometimes be productive in turning better-qualified minds to new aspects of a 

problem. A false hypothesis can often have as much heuristic value as a good one ! 

It does, at the least. enable serious researchers to consider - and properly test ~ 
a new idea, even if only to throw it away when it fails to stand up to scrutiny. I am 

far from being wedded to the hypothesis on which A SECRET PROPERTY is based. The 

main object of the book is to entertain, and to do so in the form of a, thriller. It 

most certainly does not reflect any inside knowledge or startling revelation on the 

part of a former Defence official. (If I had such knowledge, the Official Secreta Act 

would forbid me to reveal it I).



The National Archives
UFO file release
The Under Secretary of State for the RAF, Lord David Trefgarne’s reply to David Alton MP, who had passed UFOlogist Jenny Randles’ concerns about the alleged defence implications of the Rendlesham incident to MoD. Trefgarne draws upon Ridpath’s article which, he notes, “goes some way to refuting (UFOlogists) arguments”. See also the internal note to Trefgarne on page 231.
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in t!je forest. The object \’.\IS deSC1’i~}e(J as being w:talic in i.1ppear’J:1ce 
and trianS)ular in shdpe, dtJP,’o;dmatr.’1y t\./o to three meters i.1Cr’OSS the 
base i.1ild approximately tl:C meters l l’Jh. It i11uminc1ted the entire forcs,t I’.’ith l! \-/hite light. The obj..;ct itse hc:d d pulsing red light on lOP and 
ii L)Jnk(s) of bluc lishts underneath. The object ""as hover’in~~ or on JeCis. 
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frenzy. The object i’las briefly sighted approxir.:ate1y an hour 1atel- near the back gate. ..
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:yster ous cr~tftc;:nne to earth in a n~d 
.\11 of light. }\n An crican airrnan who 
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:print on thc right. And an American T" 0 " . ! ,...r , 1" ] l’ expert. who S~l!a ,IOU can t l11GC t H 
uth for ever. ’\Vhich is where Ia 1 

idpath l;Jkes up the investigation, 
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)dd. that YO\l have not been told, ingly. since no onc eXpeCL’i to 
fhe stor; W:lS seos3(Gn:d. Soan after the News of.thc . come across " lighthouse 
t0Jd of a -g:roup of :\ITJerican Worl story <1ppearcd, I went b<:am near ground level in a 
’men who were confronted 111 !;carch of local Opl~1iOnS forest. . .. 

c ni;;:rt with an aliC’n spaCf. al10ut the case. ! made cont;;ct So’stari!n;,:Jy briniant was 
ip in Hendlcsham Forest bv teicphont: v.."ith a forester, thc’ bCJU thnl the telc., sio:1 
dcn surrounds tht’air fortc Vince ’fhurkeUlc, who . l\.es . C~ r::er;JS captured it easily. 
St:. According to thE’ siory. within a milt" of the :1lq;e:.J ’The . formerly 5cc;:JtioJ 

, ~ cr:\ft came dowil oyer the 1..FO landing sile. "i don’t- 
~e$ and landed in 3 biinding know of anyone around here 
pl05ioo of lighl.. who belIeves tl1M any,hlng 
fhe, airme:J tried to- strange happened that night," 
proach the object, butil he told me. ., . , 
)vcd awa, from them as So what did n<: thInk tile 

)ui’h und~r intel1i"cnt con. flashing light ’.vas 1:1 
d. The [oJlow:!’);: da\’, Jar-d. HendJesham ForC’st7 ! "";)S ’. m;;rk~ were frltJ"n(( en the ~stonishcd by his reply. "It’s 
1und, turDS ’.\"C’re ’:.~eel1 nn: the lil~hlhouse:’ he said. 
arhv trees. 2nd ruJiaton, That lighlhJuse iies ;d 
:ces’ were recorded. There Orford Ness on the Suffolk 
s eVe’n t::lik of ::dicns ahoard C!J<1Sl, five miles from the ~ cr:ln, and 3He;;::Itinns of J fore:;L Thu;kettie plQtted on ~ ,ssive covl’r.up. !l h;.d ::l l map the GlrectlO:1 J;. whJ(,!1 

: n~~rl~dlcnV~ or ~. c: (1~s c the ;qrrnen n"pfirtea seeing 
CO encounter. their na,h:ng liFO, 3nd found 
file :--;cw~ 0f the \\’orl’;’5 that thf!)’ were !()(,kinr. 
~orrnant was :1 (orrnC’ t~S str~li;;hl nto the lighthouse 

mrln. I";’; "3$ givcn the beam. 

",duny::) ..\rt WJ11:,ce:, for Could this H,al1y be the 

t:"~air:)c-d th~:t his life had In.)’xer: {visited the ~itc- with 
::::1 thn.:~tened if he ~:,;!k(’(L a t.’alrH::’~! Cr(~W fronl nr::c TV’~ 
t h(’;-",:- t~e W~I~ f’-’~r:I:; J~!\’tng Hrc:tkf:L:( TimC’. On the w;~\’ 
\.’rv l~w:; ~o l~C’\.’.~F;!p(’rs :;J~t! th(’n~. the carner:\I’T1;: \\’:::s 

t~\’i.;.;ion s{’(’p~ica! about the !:!;f hou~~ 
t ht1i;C\". 1 r! It} n ’t !)1;l;~1t.. h i~. 

It \:’J~~:,.,1l(’ :1ndnihht \1:f~C!1 
V\!1CC:: Thurkl’t:Jc lon~: tJ’..; to

. ~,~"". -"’," .....’ ’I’" :’, ..:....... ~....... ;".’_I;i";(~C~1ji f~" 1 <~{t.>: i,’Jj{,’p.;0.:" ...."d’5 f~~::e.:.i ’0C’(;..)I~!;.~d LltJh1S ,d t:.’:d 1.) .J"nU,,;!"r’ :F 1. nd tJ~nt (0 !he ~~\~.’1t s;\ld: {j .. d ~;~;j;.i;~;{~~fJ!l:~;!;}:iij~~i;W ~~~:::ir:~ilf;i :~iIf?;~gZ::,;~;~f~t,~;’;i:", :~ ,l~~!~,?....’,:}~\\~~C 1~’(~I~J~~0af;1~ C: /~n(1~!r:(1.""’ ’~(.)f Pl shap ,~.{fiJ;:-.(OyjmJ!’~;Y 1’NO :~ nHt..,.:~ n:eiA’rs "\~’<"’S’-r," - ~-".)..., 3",-, {}~,-DrOJ:lm.l,~ty \v..<.J :Tic,(’~$ h:qh!( t::l1n’;:n;,d~..,j the ent1fc forest wiP-\ a Wi"!!’.... 
I ;:d Q;I Cj \t:.r.~~ h~l;j ~l p:..:I$!"HJ :ed hgnt en iOD i : d;J Diln~i5)of bt~JC 1 hts u~(der;..e< n

’ 

.i;". 
I’ 

We).:;’ ,:0y.erlf1G 0.’ 0f 1’-:9$, As P~e p.1~rojrr,;(’;’1 ;\p~;o,j’:he(/ [110 ObJ{!(;L i: mancu....erC(J t;lrr~U( f~ 
\nc tte~s an:l !Si.q;pe~JtF:d< At this lima the nirnafs 0:1 J f)(’itfby ’iUn) went I:;fo ~1 !rertl Tht 

;}, 

U:1!"~: ""’S brIefly slgh1ed JPP~o:imJtolr an hOJr IJ:N near thl) bJCK (Fila. y. ..0 

? !1~er:(’’\:’dLlY yhfCA-..... . It .. "". 
":"I .: h" ;--,< o:::’.~ t..!" ,~~ ....~pfc~:)jOn$. I ’1, f3’1;P (1:1,(1 I !n dlame1~r wore roun,j W!",.,tJfC :he ot.)’fH:t ....:-:~ .c+~~..n ’J.~:~~).!~d on <1.,10 gfo.und, Tf:~ f~}jJO\.’Vln ] ’l!gtit t29 Of~C EO) thp. area wt!’j h/~ckec for 

j 

’~,~~la~.0’1. LVI:\. gatnn u fcado’’jgs ot 0.1 mdllfO(lnr:~.p;r.$ ’t’r’ere- rCCf)~(ti:: wilh p(’t.J’k fC~f",’’,s th :~-~.;’! ’ (:~’p{es:SIO():. ,];.~JI{";H tl1(’ cCl11::-r or the Inarg;;") formed by the depr~ssj::);l$ "?\ ~ ’e~ff;1J~ .~f! 
,,~d nh..G(:rattJ (,OS-_C/) readings 0;1 the side Ollh~ tree :OwJrd the ep(1)$$!ons, 

. .~.) t~ee

[f’A .., f’ k",1!\ t..j.---~""9J

J later i~ thn nighr a ,(l"’(1.su,f1’fiKf~ !:’";ht ’,vas ;"een,lrHOUojh In;’ trl"e<: II m~"ed ""0’ .....ro.d -, I :’\ . . _ . ’u ~..., ’V"- (0.....\.\.1\.;1.., ,,:)<:’/’:1. .: r;r, p\Jin~:t ,ppe:Hcd to ::’1;C1-’1 c~f !c’t’vin; D~ir;:’::!C3 .:1.’ d thon brOk~ into five Se-0~:3’t-’ \::Ip’~:’~ ~):~;;?~i~ jf~~~ rh;r d ~.~~ip;)!:;";;ed. !rnrn("c:af~:y U.....etc.1f1C;’, nHec st3r.like Objects \’t ?r~~~OI;~’2’d i’r~ ~t1.;(: .-’:<~;~W~) ~~?i~C~$:~~t1I O fior1h 3r.d ..~n? ~o t;,o souL’), a:! Qf which \\’etO <,bout tv egtec$ olf \~~t~ ~? ’,...or’~:f.h~ Q,JI,_:..~~.!r:~ved f391(,..,: l(j S~~d!P< ?’-;QU!Jr mo"crnon~~ ard c.!ispf3]’Cd (ed, green and ~11uL Iii]",.:"" ri~ O...I;V\,.L...() the norLl appe,:Hea 10 b-:: DJjiplical ttHO’J t1 dl1 8-12 Dower lens. Tht?y 
,hon tUff1CC to !uH Circles. T~l:j ot)lCC!S tc the norih remai:"}ed in fhe sky lOt ’)[1 hO"f or ~o’e -,.’" .,’, P’t ’:) the ’h . .bl f’ 

’ U ,,’, ,.e :--~~.~: 1’~’r’. ~>,(~U~" wa: \"’I~! _’ .t’;;’)f. t’.,,~o or t~{f:0 hours and beamf!cj down iJ strtJam of hghl l on, <_~ ":. ’,~ !~:..:;"")t~’Jf;;(>rou" !f)d(VI0~!c -::, WC!’Jd/i V tf’~ unde:si1jned. wi!nes$r;,,1 the aCnV iE’$ in 
r:",(<,,~t’ a",..., ~ ant. 3.

I;h:le hi~ f:dJt:Jt.;{!(’ ~ton’ ~ht !it? d(J~btt:d, il \\’;1’~ 
pl):o.~ildt& (n ~~t1! Gf~ off ~j 
f1)(J wri.U(’" [J:,’ t:H: rlVp’.i!y 
;e cornr ;lfH1(’f, L~. Cui. 
:1rk’s 1. H;tlt, to ihL’ :.linis. 
or Dl,: t’! cl’, ’.vh;dJ ;1;;1$ 

!;li 1v ft’J(.<:i:-:cd 111 the ~ted ’St:lh’S undl":-t::e fr(’e. 
r!1 or infn:-nl:tt l]f’ ,ACt. 
jt’~-; r!l"t110. r\,’prin[,:d n full 
re, ~s nut :IS st:n.-.;.dinl1~ ;u" 
ill.H:c’s ~lor"’. tH1t it I.:) 
n:t: d(J(’1!!: l,.’r1Lt0’ c,..jri(.nt’{" 
:\ t,\:Pl’ rarejy Cl’l’::uunte:-et.! 
1JF’U (’;)SC~, 
’FO fc:-:e:lrch(’rs in Britain 
;IJ srarcelv h{> ic1,’c their ~k: thi:; was The Bi~ One. ~i! pj’i,of th~, We !\r.~ xot 
o;!(~. T!i..~ !"~’~’~\.s of~hr,: \....orl\!

- the" ;,Ite or thr ;:1:(’::1:’(1 L~r:d 
i:~;:_ ?nd it !(;!t sr~:. ky, T~1(, 
~\::C’;1 t>;~! I~y n(1~.....:;ec~1 c:~::~.::.~,d 
(q tr\f’.:;. oLtS poL, ’-1, [.u. .<,.d 
ron~st f)ri(’r:\{jf}n:~. bt:t eno’d.:!h 
pi;a") rt.’;;i;i nr:d :!t the cdc:c IJC 
the fl:fC:-t tn ,fj’/(. us J r ;~r"!~;(lc 
utC;} !if \\’h’:-Jt tlh~ JrnH’1l ;;;j’... 
th:H nt.~ht. ~; u r l’ t’ l1ldJ .~’; h. (}l(’ Ii ;..’.:H L 0 \1,’:’ (. 
H,’;irn srerned to hC\’(,f J (1:"" 

r\~i’t :Jl’.u\.’c t;;’ Ulhi 1(’:(,1. 
ht:’:~1t1SC HerHJI(’:~tl;\;n F’c\rc\~ 
t.’i hiJ.,:LLr th~Hl th!:’ C(J;~.qilt(,. 
The llg~t s(:;etned t iii ’:V 
~.round 25 we rH \’pcL And !t It.. (1):;!’d clo c ._~ on!)’ ;;{ Cl’’’’’’ 
h ~ nd f\’li \’ [ds ~’h’::/’: :-1 f\h’ n ~ 
1;1\....1n.<’\ ;\ ! ~t.t.::.. i’:.’1i(’!\C’li !~h:

camcram:lJ1 ,’.\’:\S co!winced. 
My report .....as shown the 
fol!owing morning on Break. 
fast Time, much to the dismal’ 
of UFO ~potters .and the Nt’ws 
of the World reporter. 
The lighthouse theory soon 

had its supporters 3nd its 
detractors. But there were 
~ti!J too many open questions 
for the C3SC to be considered 
solved. For instance, ’’>;hat 
abQ’Jt those landin;; rr1;:1rks’? 
Some weeks bter I .<:turned 

to Hcnd!t’sh"m Forest io 
:,p._3reh or (tn~~v,;(>r-;:. The !;:n;d~ 
ing m:\rk~ hild iongsince been 
destroyed v.. hen the tr(’~s \.ver~ rcl!cd~ but i now knew 
In eyet,’/itnt’$s \ ’fH.\ had seen 
thern: Vince ’T 1U kt:ttlc. fir; 
rcc:d led for rile hI") r::::.;j ’’1- 
p tntmcnt ’,’.’ith wh.:1t }IC ~:.I\’./. 
The t:lrcC’ deprc3.xions were 

irf’Ct:t1~.{.J’ in S;’tJiH.: :ind did rHJt f""d-::~~ (O f:i a SVr.1fnetnc3! t;-I~r.KIt< }ir~ rcco.!Z;\~..;(’d :!1(:!’:-l 
:IS r:!!Jhit digt;in)~:’:. :.;f;\’cr;i! 
c1on:h..; {dd :li’,; (u’,.’(’fe:d "\’1t~1
.~.\!;’iyr.\r,of f~~,!l("n piri{~ J1C’C.’d!,_’s 

I lit’)’! jn ;,n ;Ir(’;) ~:ur. 
rnilnl.!’I: ~;:’>ft tar! pine treC’s 
p t;-i f1! (I d I \ (] 1:) nap:1 r~ ,-- ;~~~~ilr~’,(’:l rc !t~~~/’~!;l::~;n:O l:tnd a 

The "liu [’n it; ~i rk~," on : ~:L 
t;{’/~’’’:; \"’cre .~~\e cut.) j{1 the 
h:tck, n1:.1(jI! hy t ~’ f,.Jf(..’s;,c,"rs
th(’;~.:.>..h’C’.(; ~~~. i! .~ ~li thal 1h( 
l:-t.’(~:\ wc?"~~ rC’;Jdy 1n he r(’;j,_,(~. 

! :-::1’,\’ O\lnh’1’OU,-’; c....:lmp\cs ;n 
".;hl(,’11. il!t~ rjj~i...: r~:,:...:.I\. tH~h- 
L! n~ 1nto Ute cut, l~J’d~S t:1C’ 
i;:!Ph’:~si n ni;i bu n’.

;\dL! tio1 J i 
eJ:;,1(’ friJ!H \- :;t(’f

in(orm:~ lion 
ey.’\\’it Dt:~:;.

, : .,’ I;.: ; ,",. -’.....’’J, ,.. ’.~ ’._"_ ~".’,_

// (/:’ ’/,,/ . 

III JuiJ:t!f- d’:"’ll$ I. !\AU, U C"I, uw ~tl s..... Co.t:>."J.r
-scs--’’=’.tf ;;-locarpolitc. c:d!i:!d 

, to the scene DV the WOQd. 
bridi;l). air base: The policc 
o cers who visited the sitc 
reported that the... could see 
no UFO. on y the Orford Ness 
jighUlOUSC. Like Vince Thur. 
kettle, they attributed the 
JaIJdin<: mark.:; to anim;1!s 
Th,e .;ase for J landed spac,;;: 
shJp ",..as looking very shaky 
Indeed. . 

’’;/hat had made the a rr.len 
think that sOlr1clhing had’ 
crashed into the forcst in the 
first rj!ace? I aJreadv knew 
from previous FO (;a ~s that 
a bri1!iant meteor, a piece of’ 
natura! debrIs from spilce 
burning up 111 the atm05-’ 
phere. .;ould g ’e 5ucll [1 
lmpre^sion, But! was unable 
to find records of such a 
meteor on the morning of 
December 27. 
Here the police account pro....ided a vital le;J(l by show. In~ that CoL Hall’s memo, 

w"ltlcn two weeks after the 
event. had gol the date of.the 
~ihhti[]g \Hong. It occurred on, 
December 2G. not December ..,~ 
k1, 

With this cor,cctcd d",e. ! 
teJephoned Dr john ,\1ason. 
who colJects reports of sl1ch 
$i~hling5 for th", Gritish 
As~ronornicall\. soci.1ti()n. He 
told me that shortly before 3 
am on December 26 an c);cco. 
tion~dly bril! ~jll i1~Qt(:’f)’j. 
a!rnosl as bri~:ht ::tS thc fun 
monn, h~d b’~cn secn over 
southern Englaad, Dr ~\1ason 
c011f’t,mcr! th~t this meteor 
1J..oulrl h;i\’C been visib!c to 
the> ;urrnCl1 Jt "’oodbridge as 
thou~!\ some-thin;; ’."ere 
Cf(L~hin~ into 1hc rurcst 
r~c; }\~, ’The time Df the sir/H- in~ m;\~(’hrd th;.d ~;:~.’(’n in Cn!. 
H;dt’s rncmo. 

. 

Fi~:dl\’. i turned to !he 
QU0)li(;r1 0: the r:1rii::tion 
rC^;:;,.~i:’".;~;:, I eHrnC’d !h;Jl read~ 
inf~::; Ii~c those ~i\"..n in CoL 
Hait.s fI1\’mO ’,.l,o\JJd be 
expected t’rr,rr. n~ltur:1r 
~ourC’C$ or r:H.ii(d un such a.~ 
CO:)fi1 C rays ~.!nd lhc eanh

_._-~

1 2CoAJ , .

,.,,,,,.,, "_’.","-.-,c.’",~..t__-" ’ ". ’. ’~~’^, .....!,.~.., A,.",,,,,, _.,..:,__..h-"’_.."’.......,"..."’_,....,..)",,,....

The National Archives
UFO file release
A copy of Ian Ridpath’s article on the Rendlesham incident was published by The Guardian on 5 January 1985. Ridpath is an astronomer and science journalist who believes the UFO seen by the airmen was the pulsing light of the Orfordness lighthouse, whose beams can be clearly seen from the place where Colonel Halt’s sighting was made in December 1980. 



thC’fC .....’DS j)iJ 

.’\:, ~:\iat at thc ."ite, 
\~; (’I :.t~~r.jike objects 
\he (": ,J;JrafTdph of Co!. 
,;t’!\ n,(’:; o, they were probv !~: jnst t;);1t - S\Jr~:. Uris:t~( 
iC’$ti: ohjett~ are the n Hi~ 
iJpi.its :"1 t’F si;;htin,:::", ~1nd 
)’’’l~ fo;.,ded r:1:lny exp(>ri. 
’i.cl.:d (;l."-er,’!:rs. ioclud.ing 
\()ts~ Th~ ,)bicct 5een by Co!. 
a!t l~) tljl~ s u:h was .nltnos\ 
:rt:tiniy ~irn.lsO’ the brigh,tcs.t 
ar in U:c ~1;y, 
If it .’:c{’n-:.s su:-rri~ins that 
J;n:1 e1 In nH~ {j S t\ j r Foret 
}CHIld identii~’ <’~tar a~ a 
F’U, ClH\sidcr the ...dl~rn!\~ 
\’c~, 1:; it likely th~J( jj brigt!!. ~\"hin~ UFn 5110\11<1 hover 
tcr SouU ’.:rn l’:ng!;lod for 
’irC’c hnu;-s with(a.l~ b~i!1~ ")uttc-d tJ.... ;H!’l ne: {other thJi, 
group ;)f p,,<:ited iJirmet1~ 
nd If CO’I H~dt rc:dly 
e icvcd ~bDt un alien craft 
ad nviid-:"d hi:1 hir. space, 

~ 

hv dirl he no~ s;’rJ.trd.dc 
k:f tcr:~ to i;’!\(’st\;: ~(;~

E)PR~SS ., ~ "1 ~ ~ ~ !’i ~ ~ 
’t\ ~;;~\~i~ ~:!,:~ ;(:~ :~ff,/~;;:ft:;.;~~~I; D\~~:~l: l1e~~ f~ ;;o~_I~~"e~ ~~t"’: 
;\[l.l r:<, F""cII 1’OI’>t’!1 cJilimctl,bst ni;:ht. 

The "}’,,km, t<.>dc-u;lmrJ Cold ’\’itr’l!~$’!. n\:IJ be 
b;isrd in f\riLl !’! and H 

~’1T.i~ ~ ,wot1lcl i~rc:\t!y jmprnY~ ’~’
t1--~ "~"".:’.f1. ’’’’..t~!.’’’b::~~,,(~~.7 
I> _.... , ,.>..:, ;.’J :-\.\1"0 snr\’eiU~c~ d tile ., f.~:\~+7:’ ’.<: ;f~’t~J strat,edc:lBy. im(1’}f \ol ~ !"~f~"$"’’’, ’ ;,’, .~\.\’ w.lten ::lfound l"ur\\’:1Y. ~~j~~t~’ " ~_" ~ :.-"_\;~x,’.{~ IL wonl , :;:.lld ~!r J’’’’nn, . 
-. . -’ ~ ~lri\J t110 Ii"’i~J, 1~1’"~.n~bU(’J or ..~:’ .."~~\:J ~-;’..\I~ ~~i - - 

\";^a~,..r:’’’’’’ } ,~r>>>;~~"\~ H.3 nJp,,\Jrtae(’.e Lor Dj~,,:kius: It ~ :.. ~ ~ up ffirl.r w:Jrning si~:t:\.l" o! ~. 
. _ !L :,’ "’,J. _’,,~\.~~, >’~~.’~:?: ~ J’ 

.,1 
. 

.._’ .. _’; ~-.... ~:~ tue.st..:\U morcrllC’rtt5. ~ :..t.~ ~,;, .f" 1: " ", Ii ~!: POWI’ll, () r rld:’>I ;.., 
L.~.:{-{~\ ~"!’J~f":,,r’;’7 Uniooi$l !’liP CfH" Sr,oih ~ 
"",_,_, " """ ! h ~""’,,?,, )"-:-;~-~’i--:r ---""1~~...:..,"’’’’; 7c,;~’ )uwn, tV~ 0 K:t.$ spc.kin~ in : Pt’}~+ t.~’\., ..: f ;’....;~... County ."\rrn~h},1 ;1.d(~~d thAt. 
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I nHP~ 6 ~~nu’ r:)S~d)r u \I \J~ ~p jt~JUg
Of JOHN WARDEN political Editvr

UFO J:ua~cr:~\;. ill C0f1t~nt1C 
J beiir;ve that an 21icn 
pacecr~C~ Janded n 
,cnJk,ha!f1 FOi’e~t th:Jt 
ig,lH, Uut I k;w,,;, t!1:rt the [l~,;t 
ig:ltlng 12(’dn’~~:oed with toe 
urn~up in thl~ J\I~1 ~~iJ er0 of 
n e:..:ceptior:aUy brif:ht 
elcof. (’!d th.:1t tht! :J.iLnt....n 
iho $ W the fbs!1ing l’1"\) 
!ctwcen the pine trees "I,:ere ooki~~ straight at Ltc O!-fQrd 
ies$ IIghUJou..se, The rest of 
he ca!<c is a product of hu m:HJ 
,;1:1J:m,d cH1,

lDO~.)!J D.lS Jl. ’ 1 Y ~"’" l>i...!1 ~" 1 e’ ’~.!i’ ~l 0 "~’. J ~C). ’PI’ :.-<;;. ’" ’ , ," e,..\;rA ’\ ." ’11..
TI-IE,TIl\~’~$" ",_ ". . . 

f’" bTJ ’ "" ’f:8 00 
’ ~ . 

Ulll’lln.JS ~.H. ’uJlth ra ar defei~Ce~ 
. 
~.-.--">By Anthony Bt’\’ ns trump o.rd \\hid, co’.;,d m;;rk;>, minion and \,’hith \viii b<::’abk’ 

turning. point in the ’Proy nc.c~.s ~()’ f ~d t1a13 into t.he SQ-C2.Hed ’ 

PoJitk:ll Correspondent fommes, 
’B dbor;c’ network in Britain," , 

The devdopmcni of:1 high- Mr Powc1l ,aid tl1;.;( so long as He added: "ll is im rtancc 
,’d r11dar >ystem couJd strip dcfc-nce surveillance was limited of lhe lemtorv:of the Irish for’ 
e Irish RC’Pub!ic of its by the horizon, the n::pub!ic’s strategic and "intelligcnce pur- 
~Itcgic in ucnc~ ova Britain position in the A tlar~tie was of pose has endowed it since the’ 

Id the United States. Mr outsL:1r.Ging stratcgic import,- 19605. with an ideal weapon for 
loch Poweii $.;lid l:ist night. ancc. "blackmailing .!h~. United States. 
Offici:!! Unionist :>.if’ s::1 d in "Hencc the d2.bor.:lt.: micro- and, through thcUnitcd 5t",t,s. 
speech ;:u ~!a ’ke:biH. CO ’,’.’:J\’C tekco!lmunicatior’.s >ys- rit:dn. into nderma ning the 

rmagh. that the ;!11plic:l1iOIH t-:rn, unrc!atc.d to J.:1Y pos:;ib!c constitutional st:t\us of Ulster 

’’’th~’iiWt~notiC:C:<-’de\’cloP"-d()mc:~tic "-r{’quircmcn\s,..",’ith .. 
and pr<:;>aring. thc "’(3Y for tt~ 

crH "cre rc"ohHionary for which !he rcpub!ic is being absorplion int an ;J!J.lrcl:md 

oi\bcm::lrdJ.:1d..... L",\..:..5.lh(’"....P[o. ck;,\..a~.,8 co~t o [SO’J confederation,

"It has ><:en a;, ruthkss’ 
cxcn::ise diRcted at acquinnR 
and protecting strategic assets i;:;. . 
the Island of !n:landand, it bi!.S 
b<::en, conducted wi1h ,typiCJ!’ 
cynicism and unscrupulousness 
from bcginninl;; to end," 

But l\Ir PowcH SJid that 1he 
end of th:.n cxercise \\ as in sight, 
If the ad\’~nlCC of dcfcn:::c 
tech::oiog.y and ’oycr-the.hor. 
iron’ rad1( undcrmin~d the 
rcpubiic’s p-ositioil. 

’"ff Rr \3ln, in<:luding Nonh. 
e.11 Ireland. can do Ibe iob itself 
iU:H a5 \\Tt1. th’.:rc’i~, no gc~’d 10 
’pay- the n:pub ic blood n1or:cy 
\0 h ve the job donc somewhere 
cI;;c, Why scn w $htng oui. 
which you couid so ai h mc’! 

’~Chil1 nf~v.(s indee’J ff~)r 
F~t?C;er.l]d ~(ld l-L1ughc)’, chiJi 
I1C\\\ t)r the iR.~\ .1nd Sinn f-:-(:’i:’1: 
tlu.,:ir \’-;\re~, ,vii1r:o !orq::cr’ be ~~~!~>~~~\~it:l br~. t ~j"~C d~l ;’~: r::~~f ~1~ t h~:r U[.j~!....h ;tnd ~\jT1C ~:;Hl 0n c:~:d 
(CHJi"Jtcr;l: CC ~rrd Cn-Orl’ ;1I:nn 
\\;;I h:!-,c _01iC, ~:y. The: ’,\;r tin’b 
!) \Jp’:;:1 the \.....;:111.

,’$ 13
[:’ J. ^ It 1’;Q" . f’l i’, :!,5:,)

\’0f.-:;,,.;’"~~,,.,,;;;-~v_’:<;:’ ~~~’:l’;.."’~.-(.o,:r_h....:"’"...’,"’-"""t,....f.....:.""~’1I.o"I"._’""..._,""’_"’<I’"....".,.."’"’--..:..:,...~.--’".. ,-. .,’....,_.,.".-~._" "’.-’,_~~,- ’~-^’-,.’"’,--",- .".’.. .,.’.~"-.-.-.,’.’_’,-.." .



2J1: C(;’l’Oj~;.:;~ ’19J.; ’\

C (11. b:~

HAl-’ \\’ :.d:J!’ ::::i; (AJ:..’;;::d L,dc!(’:d)
. . ~. 

t

Sir 1’;;( 1":(:1: \"’;011 ;;5!:c’,! ’:L’ .’;l..:rrld )’ of S!:t!,; fvi" !).Jcl;;’(~ (I) if II’: h:b :.\’,:i! II:: Ullit,’d :;I:II,’~. :\if l:on~l: 
m: l, (;:n..:J J~; J;nit/:I!)’ 1<;8! l,)I: ’f.:il:r: Ut).’xph ;,-.:d 
1i,’J :s Ht";lf fL\1: \\’:)()d[;:i.!:~c’; 

(2) wh,’tk:r. in "j,;,..,,’ or Iii::: 1:::’{ 1";11 Ih.: \J/!t!:.! SI,IIe’~ 
’Air F,,:c’ !I.l, JhJ ,If Uhnll;IlY ~)c:J OJi t~.: jfj,d,’:’;1;t! J(/\!-’ \’/ondlirid:’..:: 1::IS b,’,,1 Ic’k;I\,’,j t:p’:]:.:r .h(;, hc,;,ki:u (Jf 
! IJfO lJ I;I! inn /.l’{, h,: wj!! J:\1\\’ n’ k;;’,\:. lepD:I:; ;;n;! 

’:u!ill~rH:; COlll ;’lil:G ~;i!!: br 1’!!,’,\;>I:ril:cd in,:;:!:’:J’I:; iiJ II:..: 
Unit,’,1 Kill,!lh)/o; 

(3) l C,\,/ m;II:Y 1i!i;:,\p1:: ilv’! ,j~:!ilil’!,:’ or I;HI;1i iu’!.:J ’p::; 
h;j\’t; t;d:Cl1 pL:c\’ :; I C;: J~)0U,

]\’11’. ~;;;itl!(’)’: I JJ~1\’c :-’I,."(’n 11::- JJ{~Jr,(jr;iJF1U’ J o;~ J:1 
huuary l~SJ !o \Ihid! 1)))’ ho;1. F;j’:J:J !\’kr~, S::\l’I.:: ISl O IJtI~ Dq\:1r1fJ1cnt hi::: r,’c’ j\\,tJ I,’WU rq’\) b vr ~i1;;:( ;;L’~ of 
nyil12 \/113;;(’(:; v/!.idi !fJ(. {)~’:::(,f\’c:r" k,\-( 11,’,’11 t:n;;:)! to id-:Jllii’y. 1’),1:."1’,’ \’/\’1\: IJu lor:-""J).)Ji,_h.;; !!;h"q:L::nc’.j fl:J::r ’(’O:Jl:I’:[~, Subj:c! !n no; :11:tJ s:;curit)’ (’OI):;t;’:i::i’;, I ;:i!) Il~;HI)’ fO Djv~ !nrO;"!n~iiioll ~t:)~)~lt j"l! )’ ~J’Jch fcporH’~jf,h,i/i~:; r!;:I: :11’... [(Jtln;; !o lw ;~ lH;.:!,’r o( Ct1:1C(’!!) 1’’-("’111 :1 

"kf,’!!,:,c’ ~!:(;)dj’\)jl’!. but \11;;n:: h: \’C k’c’J) nunc: in d;’!(\:,

.J’Ji



1,1 n 11 ~ ;,\ ;"~(1. }.:).~ t 1"’;1 (">. t __ ’’’~~_’ "..L......_..\.o.."..__..~._.........-’_.:.~....._}-....__...
1’.l, ! n rch " qF~!f ~._ _._.,...-...,,_...__i’.......~............

_Q.n.1.1L..122 8:. ~ "37, 
. - ......,..-

"

r---ll’1i’1",ti :;>l:;-:i,,;~~:;;,t:’>’---"’.’~1 
! Sir P drlck \-Van tisked [lie S\.~.cr(:L":ry or Sii~C ro1’ 

Defc;;ce (J) how m:1n)’ ,d1c~’(~d L,ndipn<; bv l ";"rl"I’(:’~’1 
t. 1 . ." . <..’ ~. .,~;,~ -. 1.;.1...,,-,., .j’~.,- 
11)’1f g ODjC;ctf~ h(~\’e been Inade in 19r:O, J9g1~ 1082 nnd 
J983, rcsj);::,ctivcI)", nd how ’.)),",",’,’\.’ ,""""1.".’ t. .11. invcs igar(~C1 
by his Lkpilrt!11Cnt’s pCT$Ormc:!; 

. 
. .~2) h()\~/ n1,:-u1Y uncxp1aincd Sli;htings thcre 21ve b::.(~-n in 

J980 )(FJ J00’ . ,,1 JQS3 ’. . ,j.. U ., .)U/_ (~J.t~ "" I ) rcspecl!\’cry; and \1~’ jch CJf 
these, had becn tmced by radar and \vilh ’wh,<i resu]r.

1\11. Lee [pursuant 10 his reply, 9 ~1;1fch J984, c. 728]: 
For the years in question, the Ministry of Dd’ence received 
thc’ foHowing numbers .of reports of sightings of flying 
objects w) ch the observer couJd not identify: 350, 600. 
250, and 390. Rcpai1s of alleged landings are not 
separately id::i1tificd. The D pI1mcnt was satisfied (hilt 
Jlone of these reports vias of any defence significance and, 
in such casl.:s, does not maintain records of the extent of 
it:; investigations. ~~’ ~....---.....------_.-----....

,~~.~

’\



The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 225 - 263: These papers relate to the well-known UFO incident in Rendlesham Forest (Suffolk), reported by USAF airmen based at RAF Woodbridge.  The sighting was the subject of an official report by Lt Col Charles Halt to the MoD early in 1981, details of which were published by the tabloid News of the World in October 1983. As a result the MoD received a steady stream of correspondence from UFOlogists including Jenny Randles, the author of a book on the incident, Skycrash (1984) with Brenda Butler and Dot Street. These papers contain correspondence to and from Sec(AS) and Jenny Randles and a sympathetic Liberal MP, David Alton.







. . .
as seemingly demonstrated what we believed 

all~ong.Either he is a paranoic jumping 

on the bandwagon (or as seems more likely in 
view of the background facts) he was 

put up to this by US government sources 
to rescue the flagging L’FO "nuttters" theory 

in the face of the danger that the real truth 
would get out. 

The second event was official SUPpO!~ from the Pentagon confrrming (in 
similar 

terns to the Hod) that the events had happened and 
were unexplained. They then 

released to us a memo (allege ly \-lith NoD permissiont) "’Ihich ,,’as signe by then 

depti:ty base comman .er (Lt Gol Charles Halt) and reported dL’sct ;1;0 our ;,loD}- ~ 
incidents,both invo1tving unexplained TWOs,both \ tnesse(~ by many :’SA personnwl 

(Lncluding Halt himself) ,and the first (being the original 
event we knew all about) 

havin left tree d2,mage, symetrical holes in the grou ’.d,and radiation in the holes 

and on the trees. It had also upset nearby farm anir ls ( ;e discovered from one 

farmer whose cattle were hit by a taxi i’lhen scared by the object that he \-,ras paid 
sufficient compensation to clear off out of the area and buy 

a new farm in Devont)

There are nlli~eroUS problems about this memo,not counting 
the question as to why the 

Non had deiied this to British citizens,even denied its 
existence, but accordin" 

to i.t,s covering leiter endorsed its release to US citiz’ns under their FoI act~ 
’ne is this mysterious second inoident, never before 

mentioned by any of oUr vrttnesse~ 

(despite the report itself attesting that many more 
people were a party to it than 

to the events of 27 December) (The Ho- admission to me of 13 
April,just tHO months 

before this memo release in the USA,was paradoxmoal as it 
ta.lks only of the first 

night and makes no mention of the second...it is a150,at 
best,misrepresenting the 

truih)because it is pla~;.nly based on the above refe:.’ed to memo yet 
talks f "lights1l 

~hen the memo describes a tri-ngularcraft of very specific dimensions, and says not 

one word about the tree damage,animal effects,symetrical 
holes in the ground mr 

radiation levels officially refered to~)
The se’O’ond m ;i~r problem ,,>Ii th the memo is tha:l; it is dated 13 .Tanuary 1981, 17 days 

after the events.I"he ’MoD insist this is the onl;’, d2.ta on their files and thus 
their 

first record.Yet the local interrogations occurred 12 days 
prior to this as did the 

the USAF intelligence vi si t to the R:2 base at W2.tton (1’lhioh mu t have had HoD 

app;’o:va1) .
We took the ’oD memo to Whitehall (on the pretext tha,t vie had a file ,denied tous 

prsviously, but released to Americans ill der FoI, so we were not sure if we were in 

breach of the official secrets act by possessing it) .At the 
uoD we \1ere told we 

Here not ~nc’.Jnt l’aViJntion ,had the memo confirmed as in No"" possESsion,and had ’.t 

insL.ited that they had .not released it to the US goverr>.ment for FoI release, desp :te 
the cover letter with ts release from the US gover~ment saying exactly the opposite~

The Ne\’!s of the iiorld story then appeared 2.nd a sequence of "shoot it down" stories 

have follO"’ied, suggesting that it Vias......a lighthouse at Orford Ness. r’he c-libre of 

newS media promoting these stories is strange ,in vie\’! of the usual 1ethar~J about 
tFG matters whe Times" (3 Oct 1983), "The Guardian" (as recent as 5 Jan 1985) el:,;, 

However, the NoD, the base itself, and all the officers involved absolp.tely refuse 

to acknoHledge the lighthouse theory.They still insist (in ,"rHing) that the 
event 

is un"xplained. Not that the media sources mentioned above are taking 
any notice 

of thi~ .~nd believe me we have tried to get a serious media source to counteract 

these blatant "cover-up" stories.

A tape recording has even nOH been released to us,recordlt’G 
the events of the 

second night.This includes the taking of site photographs,samples 
of irradiated 

bark and soil, geigercounter monitoring of the damage and traces:)3.nd 
a detailed





















The National Archives
UFO file release
Pages 276 - 279: A list of questions on MoD UFO policy drafted by Central TV for use in an interview with Defence Minister Roger Freeman MP. The programme was shown in June 1986. The replies drafted by Sec(AS) for Freeman can be seen on DEFE 24/1929/1 pages 2-7.



4hy will the MOD not release UFO information for scientific 

or other investigation?

l What are MoD criteria for establishing defence implications 

or otherwise in the case of UFO sightings?

? What are the procedures followed when a UFO sighting is .~
reported to the Mod?

V’ Are any of these sightings actually inyestigated or merely 

put on file?

’;- If furtrJer investigation is made, \"ho make,.9 it?

, Is there a British UFO investigation unit based at RAF 

Rudloe Manor in Wiltshire?

1 Is there such a unit based anywhere else in the UK?

# Has there ever been such a unit in the UK In the past?~ Is there any international co-operation between the MoD

and other Governments on UFO intelligence?

If there have been no defence
. 1- t ’ 
lmp lca "J.ons concerning the(..

thousands of UFO reports made to the MoD over th years, 

what conclusions has the Ministry reached?

II Did the MoD assist the House of Lords UFO Study Group?

Con t/ . . . . .



fence Staff, Lor 

ga~ions into UFOs have b 

by the United States and other Governments and it .i

inconceivable that such an investigation has not been

conducted here. Is this the case?

8~ Numerous sightings have been made over the years by airline 

and military pilots, police officers and other professional 

people. Many of these reports would, on the face of it, 

have defence implications. Why does the Ministry think 

otherwise?

UFO investigators say the MoD is involved in a massivej~ . I cover-up. Is this the case? If not, why do you not shut

these people up once and for all by providing access to 

the information they seek?

,r If the Ministry’s first and only knowledge of the RAF 

Woodbridge affair was the Col Halt memo dated January 13th - 
17 days after the alleged incident - is the Ministry not 

concerned, in the light of the information contained within 

that memo, that it was not consulted by the American auth-

orities much sooner?

I~ If the MoD feels there were no defence implications in the 

Woodbridge incident, does it consider Col Halt was hallucin-

ating, insane or merely lying?

I~ If the Ministry subscribe~ to any of these theories relating 
:\i ~

Col Halt, why did it sanction his promotion from deputy to

base commander subsequent to the incident?

I~ Would you ~ive ~ any credence to the .notion that the UFO

phenomensn has been exploited to cover up sensitive military

operations?

ME
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