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This file covered the Rendlesham Forest sightings of December 1980. This page provides a note on the history of the file.
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Background on the previous release of this file under Code of Practice in May 2001 and details of Ombudsman judgement that followed.
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Covering note to MoD from Sqn Ldr Don Moreland of RAF Woodbridge, reporting mysterious sightings in Rendlesham forest.



TO 
ATTN OF;

SUBJECT;

t

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
HEADQUARTERS 81ST COMBAT SUPPORT GROUP (USAFE) 

APO NEW YORK 09155

1 3 Jan 81

Unexplained Li

TO: CC

1. Early in the morning of 27 Dec (approximately 0300L), two USAF 
securi police patrolmen saw unusual lights outsi the back 
RAF Woodbridge. Thinking an aircraft might have crashed or been rced 
down, they called for permission to go outside the gate to investigate. 
The on- flight ef responded 1 men to pro- 

on foot. The individuals reported seeing a strange glowing object 
in the forest. The object was described as bei~g metalic in appearance 
and triangular in shape, approximately two to three meters across 

mately two high. It illuminated the entire t 
with a whi light. The object itself had a pulsing red light on top and 
a bank(s) of blue 1 underneath. The obj was hovering or on 1 
As the men a the ect, it maneuvered through the trees 
and disappeared. At this time the animals on a nearby farm went into a 
frenzy. The obj was briefly si appro xi ly an hour 1 r near 

back

2. The next 
found 
night (29 Dec ) the area 
of O. 1 11 i roentgen s were 
pression and near center 
A nearby tree had moderate (. 
toward the depressions.

1 1 2 II and 7 II i n d i we re 
si on ground. followi 

was checked for radiation. Beta/gamma readings 
with k readings in the three de- 

af triangle formed by sions. 
.07) readings on the si of the tree

3. Later in the night a sun-like light was seen through the trees. 
It nloved about and pu1 sed. At one point it appea to throw off gl ng 
rticles then five s rate whi ects and then dis 

appeared. Immediately fter, t s 1i objects were noticed 
in the sky, two obj to the north and one to the south, all of which 
were 100 the horizon. The moved rapidly in sharp angular 
movements and displayed red, and blue lights. The objects to the 
north a red to be elliptical through an 8-12 power lens. They then 

rned full circles. s to the north remai in the S r 
an hour or more. The object to the south was visible for two or three 
hours and beamed down a stream of light from time to time. Numerous indivi- 
duals, including the undersigned, witnessed the ivities in paragraphs 2 

fi 4C~S I. ~~ Lt Col, USAF 
Deputy Commander
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Lt Colt Halt's famous memo to MoD, 13 January 1981, describing UFO sightings at RAF Woodbridge in December 1980.
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MoD briefing prepared for Central TV documentary on Rendlesham.
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Lord Trefgarne's letter to Lord Hill-Norton, stating the events were "of no defence significance".
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rli! ," ’i’ CI1$IHU. TEL EPH<,..,E C(J,H/ER SA TI O~.s CAN REVEAL CLASS (f I EO tHFORftA Tl ON THROUGH 
Cn~lE6SHESS - IhPATiEHCE - AWD TRYIHG TO TALK ~ROU"D.
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~~ ~i1’~ ~"’GAAft"C l 23,315. U.-UUUU--RUDOYJ A. ZH~ UfJUUU ~-- 
o P 2U1100% AUC 14 fF. HQ U5 fE I "STEI" 
r:- ~UDvYJA/ lrFU RAF 
l’J!f IHJ1H~itfAl3tiifRAF Sr- 
I; IU.:tlif& ~1.aJ ; ’QUERY FRO" CN" T6 RE UFO S I CHT ING( S ) 
t REfEIENCE TELECOM BtTUEEN "AJ MCCOLLiSTERJ HQ USQFE/PAft, AHO CAPT ~~RZtNSKIJ lfFU/PA, 20 AUG 84* $R"ESUSJ, 
2 QSAf/P~" HAS RECEIVED A WRITtEN REQUEST FRO" CHUCk DE CARO OF t~9LE HEWS "ETVOR~ fOR 1"FOR"ATI0N ABOUT AN ALLEGEO UFO SIGHTING AT 
luF EHTUATERS OH 2? DEC 1960. THE CN" REPORTER HAS A COpy OF A 
tETfER DATED 13~JA"at FR THETHEH- EPUTY BASE CO""AHOER AT RAF 8[~ru~tER6 WHItH IEP’ITS OK THE tHCrOENT. THE 13 JAN 11 LETTER WAS A~~R[S6EO TO 3Af/CC. OSAf/PAft HAS ASKED US TO HELP THEft RESPONO TO 
S ~E 20 U(STIOH6 POSED IV CM". WE HEED Y~UR ASSISTANCE IN FLESHING ~~T THE RESPONSES. WOULD APPRECIATE 11TfW/PA, THROUGH 3AF/PA, ’rO~IOE US THE 8EST REir~"SES P~SSIBtE T~ THE fOLL WIHG QUESTIONS. 
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_,~,t 
.@

P ~E 2 RHrQA~ ~ I1 UHCLRS Q-~’ EXRCTLY HOW "~HY U"E~PlATHED LIGHTS/SIGHTIMGS OCCURRED? 
Q-2; ~VER THE C U SE ~F H~W "ANY A~S DID INCIDENTS OCCUR? Q-I~ .10 USAf 8ECOitTY POLItE CORDON OFF THE AREA SPECIFIEO IN 

tT’tOt MALT’S RCPOR" 
Q-4t u"~r UNITS UE~E INVOLVEO 1M THE SIGHTtNGS? WERE ARYl 

Uti HS THERE? 
Q~’J WAS THE.E A HELPIKG HAN~, COYER EO W~GOM, FAOED GIANT OR ’P~~EN ARROW REPORTED OR REP~Rr CE"ERATeO BV THE INCIDENT? Q-~t DID GEN. G~ROOH VtLlIA"S "tTHESS THE INCIDENT? If 80, UHY 

trD HALT ~RrTE A REPORT? ;-" VllL GE"ER~L UILLIA"S WRITe AN .FFICIAL STATE"EHT ABOUT ~!S IHYOLYEftEMT VITH THE IHCIDEHt FOR CN"? 6-6: H~~ K~"Y USRF PERSONNEL WITNESSED THE SICHTIHGS? Q-9’ DiD SECUIITY P~LtCE nAJOR ZEICLER WITNESS THE I"CI0E"T1 
Q-IDJ DID SGT. JO M BURROUGHS WITNESS THE IHCIDENT? 
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, 
)

,’Qt 3 RMfQAAA~Oal UHCLAS 
W[JPOHS "AHA’EKEH1 TEA~S OISPATCHED TO THE SICHT OF THE I"CIOE"T? ~R( THEaE to’IE& OF THEtR REPORTS IN USAf FILES? IF SO. WHICH UMITS 
MrlV( THE FILES? Q-t~t WHAt UHIT OR WHAT PE~$OHHEL TOOK THE RADIOACT[YITY 
fiE~DJ"’$ REF~_REO TO 1M LT CO, HALt., REPORT’ UNAT UNIT OR PERSONNEL
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MoD letter informing UFOlogist that a letter giving details of a UFO landing and alien creatures at RAF Woodbridge is "a forgery".
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Copy of forged letter (see also p82)
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UFO desk note to MoD Security reporting the forged document (also see p82-84)
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This book wilJexplain the meaning of that 
significant stateme ,’t. 

Furthermore, the been given 
infonnation and documentation by the Britjsh 

Ministry, who for the first time 
clean about. their involvement in the UFO subject. 

This could be the book. which finally ends the cover 
up. 

In of the 
and documented, evidence. presented, there can be no 

S fail to attract 
controversy and huaesales. 
The British. edition will published in the 

summer of 1984,. and the ripples following publication 
will spread across the world.

ORDER FORM

Send no money now,but return 
this . today to:

Neville Spearman Limited, 
The Priory Gate, 

Friars Street, 
Sudbury, Suffolk.

We will advise bill you when of 
Sky Cralh are available.

. .. t u’ here. ....................... .........

I w.ould like to receive my copy lies of 
Sky Cralh.Please immediately when I will 
send. you my remittance.

My Name 

My Address

.. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. .. . .. . . .. .. . . If . if . .. .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ’. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ’.

TheWorfd’s First 
officially confirmed 

Encounter

A 
Cosmic 

Cove U p



..

superior 
world know this 
their representatives. met. with 
aliens elsewhere? And is this 
but finally , about to be 

These are strong 
For this book promises to .be 
important ever written 
But the implications 

beyond ourpersonaJ or 
tigationposes questions of the 
the future of the world. 
The case begins with an blip on a 

radar screen at a joint civil and air near 
RendleshamForest in Suffolk in the last few of 
1 is by 
InteUigenceOfficerswho tell (in 
fantastic story.F rom this 
dent confirmatory .information out ora 
which lies in the fore. of 
this trickle to a torrent, the 
accounts It is clear an event, 
unsurpassed. in the . history the UFO. phenomenon, 
hasoccured on British under the of 
numerous military ’personnel the Air 
including some .of very high rank. 
As the investigation continued to bring new 

witnesses and information to light, a point was 
reached where the number r,f 
civilian and military) described two 
encounters. within three days. .The 
overwhelmiJ g.This has best 
documented UFO incidents ofait time. And. it 
involves two encounters. with an 
and undeniably physical, craft. which. had come 
into the .... not, it would for the first 

. time! 
It. 

were 
One. at least, of the military 

irrefutable evidence of a 
durina which the entities held a 
with a officer. craft had been 
damaged and was placed under military 
the aliens repairs enabling them. to

In thcir 
including synlmetrical trace 

to 
visual nnd audit ry 

were immediatcly placed under 
traces themselves ",’ere subsequently 
the authorities in a calculated nlanner. 

All of these within half a mile 
the fence of a front~line NATO air base. 
This joint US Air and I~^F is 
on alert and is stafTed by anti-tank I tis 
shielded by one of the tightest radar net\\’orks in the

Of course. this 
significance. . But it one 
this book. For the events have

USA. Documentation to prove 
The extent of this confirmation 

the investigative team. For the first thnc a 
terrifying UFO close encounter is omcially 
confirmed by the Ministry of Defence and the 
Pent.agon. 

~{aving

thl1>
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into British and ’landed’ in British on 
27 and 29 December 1980. Which of these alternatives does the 
MOD embrace ?

d. Neither alternative is particularly us would 
wish our col in the of vital 
weapons) to be deceived by illusory none of 
us would welcome evidence that and can 
be intruded upon with . Whichever of the two views the 
MOD adheres to, what been Lt.Col Halt’s 

was received ?

for you with these 
interest is the one I’ve mentioned: I’m a book. that 
broader are involved. Somebody or other may to them 
further the public arena. I hope (and, as a former Head of DS8, I believe !) 
that reasonable answers can be

(R.N. )

Enclosure of dated 13 1981
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Letter from Defence Minister Michael Heseltine to Merlyn Rees, stating "there is not a grain of truth in the allegation that there has been a "cover-up" about alleged UFO sightings.









The National Archives
UFO file release August 2009
A suggested explanation for the sightings, involving the Orfordness lighthouse, a fireball and bright stars.





r HANSARD EXTRACT

24 OCTOBER 1 98)

Col. b2

RAli’,y{ ood bridge(AI ;g ~I ddent) ;~:-_ - ;t-{~sl"’;- .>< 
Sir Patd k ’VaU asked the Secretary of State for 

Ddence 0) if he has seen the Un l?d Stales Air Force 
memo dated 13 Janmuy 1981 concerning unexplained 

near RAP \V8(}~bridge; 
(2) whether, in v \\l of the fact that the United State’s 

Air Force memo of 13 Janum)’ 1981 on the incident at RAF 
Woodbridge has been released uDd(~r tbe Freedom of 
lnfonnation Act, he wi!! now relea,~t reports and q~~umel~~ concerning sjmilar lm~’\,f11ained incidents in the 
muted I....i’figdom;A/} 

(3) how many unexplained sightings or radar intercepts 
have taken place since 1980;y’ 

1\11’. Stanley: I have seen the memorandum of 13 .t nuary 198] to which my hon. Friend refers. Sil1ce t?80 
the Department h*s received 1,400 reports of sigbting~ of 
flying objects wbkh the observers have been unable to 
identify. There were 110 corresponding unexplained radar 
cQptacts.Subject to normal security constraints, I am 
rdady to give information about any such reportt’d 
sightings that are found to !;Ie it matter of concern from a 
deferi .~ standpoint, but thei’Chave been none to date.

~.-..) ~
"





PQ 70670

SIR PATRICK. WALL. (CONSERVATIVE) (BEVERLEY)

Sir Patrick Wall - To ask the Secretary of State for 

Defence, if he has seen the United 

States Air Force memo dated 13 

January.1981’~ concerning unexplained 

lights near RAFWoodbridge.

SUGGESTED ANSWER (Mr Stanley)

Yes.



Background’ Note

These three questiorsfollow from the News 

article of 2 October 1983 (Annex A) describing an alleged UFO 
sighting by USAF personnel at RAF Woodbridge in Suffolk on 
27 December 1980.

The report of 13 January 1981 (AnnexB)exam ned by the 

Air Staff and DB 8. It was concluded that there was nothing 
of defence interest in the alleged sighting. 

."

There was, of course, no question of any contact with’ 
"alien beings,r<nor was any unidentified object seen on any 
radar recordings, as alleged in the News of the World.

A BBC investigation into the incident following publication 
’of the News or the World Article concluded that a possible 

explanation for the lights seen by the USAF personnel was the 

pulsating light of the Orfordness lighthouse some 6-7 miles
away.

The sole interest of the MOD in UFO reports is to establish 
whether they reveal anything of defence interest (eg intruding 

aircraft). MOD investigations are not pursued beyond the point 

at which we are satisfied that a report has no defence 

implications. No attempts are made to identifya:d catalogue 

the likely explanationf’or individual reports.

Last year, Lord Long, during a debate initiated by 

the Earl Clancarty, said that he would look into the possibility 

of publishing such reports as are received by the Ministry of

I...



Defence. US of 8(AF) has now decided to-release’ compilations 

of reports. They will be published on a quarterly basis and 

will be. available to members of the public 

to cover costs. US of S(AF) had planned to make an announcement 
short’ly in the House of Lords through an arranged PQ. Pending 

arrangements for an announcement in the Lords, US of S(AF) 
agreed that we should indicate the decision in the Commons.



TO:











PQ.7608C

SIR PATRICK WALL (CONSERVATIVE) (BEVERLEY)

Sir Patrick Wall - To ask the Secretary of State for 

Defence whether, in view of the 

fact that the United States’ Air 

Force memo 0:(.13 January 1981 on 

the incident .at RAF Woodbridge 

has been rJ31eased under.the Freedom 

of Information Act, he will now 

release reports and documents 

concerning similar unexplained 

incidents in the United Kingdom.

’.. SUGGESTED ANSWER (M!’ Stanley)

This has been considered. It is the intention to publish reports.



Background Note

three questiomfollow from 

article of 2 October 1983 (Annex A) describing an alleged UFO 

sighting by USAF personnel at RAF Woodbridge in Suffolk on 

27 December .1980.

The report of 13 January 1981 (Annex B) examined by 
Air Staff andDS 8. It was concluded that there was nothing 

of defence interest in the alleged sight~ng. 
II!

There was, of course, no question of any contact with 

"alien beings" nor was any unidentified object seen on any 

radar recordings, as alleged in the News of the World.

A BBC investigation into the incident following publication 

of the News or the World Article concluded that a possible 

explanation for the lights seen by the USAF personnel was the 

pulsating light of theOrfordness lighthouse some 6 - 7 miles

away.

....~ 
The sole interest of the MOD in o reports is to establish 

whether they reveal anything of defence interest (egintruding 

aircraft). MOD investigations are not pursued beyond the point 

at which we are satisfied that a report has no defence 

implications. No attempts are made to identify ad catalogue 

the likely explanation for individual reports.

Last year, Lord Long, during a debate initiated by 

the Earl Clancarty, said that he would look into the possibility 

of publishing such reports as are received by the Ministry of

/.. .
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Defence. US of S(AF) has now decided to.release compilations 

of reports. They will be published on a quarterly basis and

to cover costs. US of S(AF) had planned to make an announcemerit 

short’lyin the House of Lords through an arranged PQ. Pending 

arrangements for an announcement in the Lords, US of S(AF) 

has agreed that we should ’indicate the decision in the Commons.
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Press Line drawn up to answer questions on a News of the World story 
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Earthly beings: Mr Vincent Thurkettle and his dog at the forest site of the Christmas 
, 

",: UFO "landing". ’ 
’ 

, 

Dowri’to earth "approach to a UFO 
From Alfm Hamilton, Woodbridge 

’ 

, The first being en untered bken a fair fent of mn-igation 
yesterday was, clad in corduoy to get among tlmt lot." 
troUS’rs ar..d black wellingtons. He pointed to indentations in 
He came, he said, uot frro outer the ground that might ha,’e 
space, but HIe Forestry Com- been made by the feet of a far- 
mission. flls name was not the Lr velled craft. "Rabbits", he 
Mekon, but Vincent Thur- said. "They dig for fuotS." 
kettle. But, surely, the searchers 

The’ second being closely reported burn marks oil the 

resembled a co e dog, and was surrounding trees and radiation 

too busy chasing sticks to in the grOlmcl? 

1evita c. "The burns were the marks 
we put on the tree~ for feHing. 

"This is the site", said the And as for radiation, a cmft 
first being, gesturing around a from outer space is going to use 
rough acreage of stumps and a far more sophisticated form 
tcgs. "When the’ UFO -is of propulsion." 
supposed t6 have landed the A third being, who said he 
whole area was covered bv was David Boast, and a 
Corsican pines 75ft tall and gamekeeper, was quoted in the 
only 10ft apart. It would have News of the World as saying
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The mission ’was to seek a 
close encounter, preferably of 
the third kind, but any kind 
would do. 
The place was a vast clearing 

deep in the 10,000 acres of 
Aldewood Forest, Suffolk, 
where, according to ye,!terda,y’s 
N WS of the World, an alien 
spac ci"aft hmdc at Christmas, 
1930, n",w among the trees, left 
imprints on the groimd, and 
vau;.;hed Wl!-Y \’/Inm the United 
States Air l1;ecce from Wood~ 
bridge bas~, half a mile away, 
came out to investigate. 

W nessesm, accurding to 
the paper, haxe since greatly 
elabornted on the event, speak- 
ing of beings in silvery suits 
who practised levitation.
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Conservative MPs believe 

By Our Political Reporter that !’..lrs Margaret Thatcher 
The Govt’mmcllt is expected may soon be stung into 

10 ~\rln(1unce ne,~t week !hr.t it restating her determination to 
wi!! legis!ate to give holid",y- !cad the party for a third term of 
makns post.it yotes at the next office. 
gcndaJ clcn on. This foHows seVCtD! reports 

"Hnis,~rs and 1\1Ps were SU wsting that S~)rrH~ MPs ,are 
~trll k durin~ th !;cncmJ C!CC-, pnvately cxpressmg t!1’;: VieW 

1iun carooaii;n by "the di:;srrtis.. thnt. she ~,:ay ~ s~ ~nd d~)\vf1~ an 
factio11 o( Ui(:>~ \\"ho ’i’vcr.-: g’JiCi; I~ opin:on VOH.:ect !or the iif~t tirnc 
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Margaret, those that loathe her 
and me." 

Asked if he was thinking in 
tcrms cf a su es~or Mr I 
CIitchley replied: "ln re’ilsingJy I so", He went on: "I think she 
will not run for a third fuH term I 
in i 987-88." I 

QU<~$tioned later h;,;, soec’.t-I 
h:~{::,"d on pos~’.ibl’t suc~{~$~or;;) 
saYi,ag: "{f thc, !e ’~cr:;hip. \vt::f.e ! 
10 (’r:~:j ~l.~ i;jt.,~lHS PO~~~l,t Hi i~n’~~’ It I ViOiJ~\1 :):; Sir (,:.>)Hn;v tl()\\’c \-,..ho v{ot.:d h{: "Ui. ~ r;~-ttl_Ln.1i t SUCU~3:;Gr but if it :< t’;).. ~i;.I’ ~
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fell

huw cattle lj~micked near his 
house on the night in (IIJestiou. 
"There are no cattle anywhere 
near here", he told me. ";This is 
It forest." 

Neither the first nor tiie 
third being could recall am- 
thing untoward on the night in 
question, except that it was 
Christmas.
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HardliIlers 
in Sf’fP 

keep IJo\’ver
The levers of power in the 

Scottish National Party remain 
firmlv in the hands of the 
hard!lne "independence. no’,h- 
h,,! less" faction. Ekc ons hdd 
at~ the end of the patty’s 
! rtyninth annual confe i1CC, 
on the island rc:;ort of H..othesay’ ~d the, \\’ceketd’t produced 
dmost a cleml sweep 01’ th:: i~’~~p’r~)tanr. I:[1rt;’ offit:cs for 1:h{,,: I tnmtwo;t(lS,S. ~~~~(trly aU of th~~ i~nd :;; J 
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. : ~ . ’. , 

Radio Moscow- if we wr.nted the ~pes 
’and cumed. them downstra,ight a.way: 

A typical. example’ is this extr:a.ct 
from Soviet Press Review: ’Alter the 
deliberate provocation with the South 
Korean plane it must seem that the 
Reagan a.dministration has beaten ail 
I"ei:ords of hypocrisy’ and di:;tortion of 
facts. Yevgenity Ruschov says in 
Prnvda: 
Moscow Ls pouring millions ot rou4 

bles into it.’> battle With Western 
broadcasting.’ ;;pending- more in four- 
days jamming tile BBC World S !"’,ice 
transmissions to the Soviet Union than 
the BBC Ru&>ian service’s annual 
budge~ . 

o Anti-Western propagan a. could be- 
beamlKi on future sate11ite TV to 
BrHJ.sh homes because of a. loophole in. 
International law on copyright.

By GRAEME GOURLAY 
RUSSIA is’ using British’ 
university radio stations, in. 
a major propaganda earn"; 
paign. 
For the past two years State- 

run Radio Moscow. has been’ 
sending tapes f ’news and a.rts 
programmes to most of the 19 
campus’ radio stations run by 
students. 
Many of these. stations. which are 

licensed by the Home Office have 
broa.dcast the propaganda tapes. 
unedited. But others have re!usIKi to 
use the heavy-hand<;d and biaslKi 
reports. 
Last week. while, Mrs Thateher was 

g on the West to <fight a battle of

. RUSSIA ~"",<""""""",.....,;,,,,,,~ 
ideas’ against Communism. tWQ-thirds 
ot,: the campU3 radio stations were 
gettg free tapes from Moscow; 
Among tho.$t! sent to’ Nottingham, 

’Unlversity. were Soviet., Viewpoint. 
Sovetr Press Review a.nd Life in the’ USSR. , 

Programme controller Jeff Owen said 
yesterday: ’We get a.bout five tapes a. 
week. We occa.5ioI1a!ly u..se them - 
mai11.ly the arts a.nd culturnl pro- 
gramme$. Of course. some is just 
boring propaganda. but other bits are 
qulte int<?resting: 
Stirling University’s man:<.ger Doug 

Monis said the tapes were ’pretty 
atrocious’ but they were used now. a.nd then. ’ , 

But at Kent University, a student 
spokesman said: ’We were asked by’

SUNDA Y PEOPLE~

llFO DID N T lJUVD JiV SUFFOLK I 
? nd that’s officialCLAIMS that a UFO landed in 

an East Anglian pine for~st 
were dismissed as " pie in tha 
s!<y," last night. 

Ti1~ mysterious crMt Is said to 
have landad near an Arne~tcan 
Airfarcs base at WOOdbridge, 
Suf1olk, two years ago, 

I t lit up the. Ylhole of noarby 
Sang!1am Woods with a dau!ing 
whits light. 

!3ut w 2n two .’\merj~an airmen 
on guard duty went to iml :Higa, ,

the II hovering oblect" sUddenly 
sped away and vanished. 

Later, there was lalk at slivery 
beams emerging from a 30ft wide 
flying saucer, burn marks an trees 
;tnd strange lines In the ground. 
The strange affair Is recounted 

In a new bcok written. by a mem- 
bor ot the 8ritish UFO Society.. 
But Forestry Commission officer 

Vincs Th!.!rkettle. v:t:o lilies ne<lr t~e woods. said: h I carried out my 
own inyesti;;atio;J anJ I am 5.::115’

ned tfl. so-;:aHod evidenc9 ’N~.a 
blown up out ot aU proportion. 
"The burns ’Hare made by .. 

rorestal’ to mark out tr::es for fel- 
ling and depressions In tha 
ground looked like r<tbbit scrap" ing3. , 

"( havo lived and worked In Ihe 
(orest for five years and I’ve never 
sean any spactmen. I t’s mora Pie 
In tha sky than flying saucers." 

A police spokesm n sa i d I 
"American fiyers often drJp para- 
chut nares which people mistJ.KQ 
fvr UfOs."
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The National Archives
UFO file release August 2009
MoD letter explains USAF personnel "did see unusual lights.." but that "..no explanation for the occurrence was ever forthcoming". 
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whom demand strict ’for fear 
of insist that the lid 
on that if it were made 

had out would 
consequences. 
are true even of the cases 

Leonard the 
in this He has collected 
a whole series of American retrievals 
are known in 
least - the - has an

The expanse of Rendlesham 
Forest, in Suffolk, set in flat, 
lonely Local 

saw lights 
into the forest 

and Forestry Commission 
workers fou nd scorched 
trees. reports coi ncided 
with sensational stories 

from a local air 
base, telli ng of a UFO

one of the most 
But we are 

recent crashes? Or the ones not in a desert

lie the us 
and Bentwaters. These 

elements of the NATO defence 
and would be of 
in the event of any

war. 
Betwe’en 27 

of 
made from 
around the town of Leiston. 
lear power station is and some very 

close encounters have been re- 
corded in this Brenda Butler and 
Dot local for the British 
UFO Research 
ed the 

one witness 
observed a brilliant white



for 20 minutes or 
around the 

one of 
as to 

so 
of

base of inform- 
ation to her. He said that a UFO come 
down in the about 2 miles kilomet- 

from the base. seems this was 
on December. The contact, a 

visited the scene 
the base commander and

Above: the ufologists who 
studied the wave of 
independent UFO reports 
centred on the Rendlesham 
Forest area: Dot Street (left) 
and Brenda Butler at the 

where they estimate 
a brightly lit object, 

by a local farmer, 
must have descended. The 
Rendlesham case is more 

for research than 
the classic ’retrieval’ cases 

the

the reports were 
contemporary with the 
incidents

tht 
the area who seem 
events,



,It

one of the 
in his local 
man said he 
in

’some- 
air base.

An A-1 0 attack 
of the us Air Force. 

According to an informant 
from the USAF base at 

aircraft of this 
type were sent over the area 
of UFO encounter 
the after it 

to monitor 
The aircraft is 

at very

Left: the area of Suffolk that 
includes Rendlesham 
and the nearest town, 

The arou nd 
the forest is some of the 
loneliest in Britain. Two 
versions of the UFO 
encounter story are current: 

to one, the 
landed in the forest 
in the area marked the red 

star; according to the other, 
it landed on the
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u

told otherwise when officers from the base 
came to interview him later. Local 

had it that the base 
affair. 

Brenda Butler also discovered that in 
workers found that some 

tree tops in the - in the where the 
was seen to descend - were scorched. 

this to the air base and were 
that should not

the two women 
with the 

He

Like all us Air Force bases in 
Britai n, 
top area. The 

that warn off intruders 
are backed up 

sentries and 
high-security fences. If 

out of the 
the 

normal functioning the 
base in December 1980, it

the forest 
the commander. 

the area where

for an outsider to find out 
about it. But an 

insider tell 
Brenda Butler about an 

conversation 
between 
and silver-suited aliens

the old 
driven on a forest Their inter- 

of the events may owe 
to an excited 
On this visit and later ones, Butler 

Street found local inhabitants who 
that there had been much 
the forest 
stories of house 

on and 
several 

base admitted that
from 

knew about the 
it is not at all 

what 
had 
that

new as 
a number of new assertions 

into at this 
that 

that local cattle

and that the UFO stood on 
30 
rumour,

United 
The Commission was 

tacted. At first some workers there 
of part of the 

it



Above: US if. 111 
fighter-bombers are based in 
Britain, and e..ertain variants 
have the ability to carry 
nuclear weapons. Could the 
UFO rumours associated with 
Rendlesham Forest be a 
’disi nformation’ exercise 

to disguise some 
accident involving an aircraft 
with a nuclear bomb load 
from a airfield?

areas are dotted 
Rendlesham 

If UFO 
do occur, such spots, located 
in 
would

to see the base commander. 
was told, he called an internal 
one man who was of 
formation was sent to the 
before he had been scheduled to 

I t is difficult to evaluate 
and affair. Aside from 

and Dot no one 
Butler has talked to the 
base who have 
other 
wall of

the 
information. All 

have come up a

do have the 
of the 

the serviceman who 
turned to the USA. And there do appear to 

number local rum ours about an 
about odd ex- 

that occurred around the same 
in the of the forest. And if the 

relevant part of forest was burned

u u

when it is said to have 
tie in 

attitude of the 
coincidental. All of this

this would seem 
the in 

Commission to be 
indicate some 
of how we

sources to Brenda 
seem to be two 

could what 
conventional aircraft was to land in 

Forest - or an unconventional 
one did so. 

It is to recall that Bentwaters 
was one of the bases 
heath

Within 
been 

only 
subsequent 
almost caused 
detonate. 

If such a was it was 
concealed from the for over 

this makes it conceivable that in 
an American aircraft did 

Forest and the fact 
because the air- 

a nuclear device. In which 
story might have been 

a convenient distraction 
truth.

of famous case, so 
a nuclear was 

averted when a crash and 
at the Lakenheath base 
live nuclear weapons to

20 years. 
December 
crash into 
was 
craft was 
case the UFO 
used 
from the 

This leaves a 
however. 

be The area 
to be sure, so it is not that 

was not witnessed. But to remove 
the remnants of the crash would be a 

and difficult More 
it aircraft crash rumour 

local 
various members 

it be that a cover- 
up story - intended to conceal a UFO
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